A 


NEW TRANSLATION 
O F 


The Perſian T ALEs; 


From an Original VERSTLON of the 
Indian Comedies of MOCLES; 


| | WHEREIN - TEE? 
Care has been taken to expunge all thoſe 
uſeleſs Repetitions, and trifling Circum- 
ſtances, with which the Oriental Writings 
are encumbered : \ 


So TRBAaT 


The SrokiEs are rendered leſs tedious, 
and more inſtructive, the Whole being re- 
duced into one ſmall VoLUME. 


Dzs INE» 


For the Service and Amuſement of the 
BRITISR LADIES. 


By EDWARD BUTTON, Cent 


— 


| 4 Tale ſhe'd never be 120 long. Prior. 


LO NIN D © VM: 
Printed for W. Ow zx, at Homer's-Head in Fleet Street. 


— — ** 


 Mpcciiv. 


AAR IS! 


%*# SSI SD NESS 
6 


TO 


Her ROYAL HicHNEess 


The Princeſs ELIZABETH, 
Second Daughter of 


Her Rovart Hicnnsgss 


The Princeſs Dowager of // ALES. 


| Moy Peaſe Your Hromnzss, 


preſume to publiſh this Nx . 
—_— TrNsLATiox of the PRRSIAN 


92 TaLzs, under your patronage : 
but when I recollet the many amiable 
dccompliſhments of your Royal Parents, 
and fee them all. united in their illuſtrious 
progeny ; I am apt to flatter myſelf you 
will readily excuſe this laudable ambition 
of attempting to aſpire to your favour... 

Mar of genius and invention have, 
among civilized nations, in all ages, gain- 


od the favour and eſteem of the great, the 
| A 2 opulent, 


* 
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opulent, and the magnanimous. This au- 
thor, tho* a Mabometan, has had the good 
fortune to merit the approbation, and en- 
couragement, of . the politeſt courts in 
CnnisTEnDoM. He has not only been 
taught to ſpeak all the oriental languages, 
but is made the darling of Europe; careſ- 
ſed in France, and admired in Englend : 
he, having found out the art of mingling 
pleaſure with inſtruftion ; takes us gently 
by the ear, and leads us imperceptibly on, 
to the end of our journey, without the 
leaſt fatigue. At every ſtage he provides 
for us freſh entertainment; and the road 
is all along beautified with the moſt agree- 
able objects ; ſo that the ee 
the more we are delighteeen. 
| As he treats of the refined paſſions, he 
has always been introduced into the beſt 
company. They, and they only, are pleaſed 
with his converſation, whoſe fouls are en- 


lightened with the force of imagination; 
who have time and capacities to reflect upon 


the many ſurprizing incidents which occur; 
and will endeavour, as far as in their power 
lies, to equal fiction, by truth. 
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Wao is ſo void of common ſenſe, as 
not to obſerve, there are many young ladies 
of diſtinction, early taught to be very cir- 
cumſpe& and curious in the exterior orna- 
ments of the body; while the interior fa- 
culties of the mind are left unregarded ; 
barren, and uncultivated as a wilderneſs. 
Bur this is far from being the caſe of 
Your Hicuness, who is bleſſed with 
a tender and Ro YAL GvaRDIan, nearly 
intereſted in your education; whoſe firſt 
care is to inculcate the principles of virtue, 
and to leave nothing undone, which may 
add to the luſtre of Your beauty, or is ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport af Your high 
Iz, therefore, the following noble in- 
ſtances of friendſhip, . conſtancy, benevo- 
lence, filial duty, and conjugal affection, 
may be deemed worthy of Your HIOR- 
x BS Ss immediate peruſal ; age will mature 
your parts, and lead you on to thoſe ſpa- 
cious fields of learning, which. afford more 
exerciſe, and ſuperior delight. 
Wuar may ſtill further recommend the 
e HIORHNISs's pro- 
| 15 A 3 tection 
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tection, is, the maſterly ſtrokes of genius, 
judgment, and regularity, that run * 
the whole. 

- ALL the characters, ft and paſ- 
ſions, are deduced from nature. And 
though ſome of the incidents appear fa- 
bulous, and romantic, our author is herein 
leſs culpable, than any of the ancient and 
moſt celebrated writers of epic poetry. 

Nori herein is advanced, which, 
in the leaſt, tends to the. prejudice of reli- 
gion and virtue; for he, being thorougly 
convinced, that the ſincere diſcharge of moral 
and ſocial duties, was the only means to aſ- 
certain peace of mind, and happine& in 
this life, has endeavour'd to inculcate thoſe 
truly Chriſtian principles, in the moſt exalted 
I nave nothing more to add, but my 
hearty prayers for the- long continuation of 
Yours Hicaxtssy's: life, and to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, 

, Your Hicnness's. 
moſt bumble, and 


moſt obedient Servant, 2 
1 he Tranſlator. 
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AS 4, the chief of the cunts, 6G wah 

Arafate, a mountain near Meces, 3 king 
| are made by the Mahometans, who believe that Adam 
and Eve, after they were turned out of paradiſe, o one. 
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this mountain. I 
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Cayfaccattaddabri, a monſter of the age. 
Chomron, à kind of foop ſerved up with bread in it. 
Colao, the chancellor. 
Canume, the fame .as princeſs. 
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M e 
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SW OGRULBEY, formerly king of Ca/- 
= mire, had two children; a ſon and a 
daughter. The prince's name was Far- 
rukrouz, a young hero, adorned with 
every good quality. His ſiſter, Farruk- 
naz was exceeding beautiful, and might very well paſs 
for a Venus : Nay, ſhe was ſo ſuperlatively fair, and 
her looks ſo bewitching, that ſhe inſpired love into all 
men who beheld her; whoſe paſſions proved fatal; 
for moſt of them loſt their ſenſes, or fell into deſpair, 
which imperceptibly occaſioned their deſtruction. 
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WuagxEver ſhe went abroad to take the diverſion 
of hunting, ſhe appeared unveiled. The people fol- 
lowed her in numbers, and expreſſed the great pleaſure, 
with which they were affected at the ſight of her, by 

B their 
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their loud acclamations. She commonly rode on a 
white Tartarian horſe, ſpeckled with crimſon ſpots, in 
the midſt of a hundred ſlaves, that were all likewiſe 
unveiled, and mounted on black horfes ; who, altho' 
they might every one of them paſs for women of un- 
common beauty ; yet their miſtreſs alone, engaged the 
attention of all the ſpectators. Every perſon was eager 
to approach her, regardleſs of the number of guards 
with which ſhe was encompaſſed. The ſoldiers, with 


drawn ſabres, could not keep the croud at a diſtance. 


In vain they wounded ! In vain they killed thoſe who 
approached too near her ; a freſh ſupply of unfortunate 
gazers continually ſucceeded, and ſeemed to die with 
pleaſure under the eyes of the princeſs. 


TOGRULBEY, much affected with the calami- 
ties which were drawn upon his ſubjects by the charms 
of Farruknaz, reſolved to keep her from the fight of 
men. Accordingly, he commanded her, not to ſtir 

the palace; ſo that ſhe was no more ſeen by 
the people. Nevertheleſs, the report of her ſurpriſing 
beauty, was induſtriouſly ſpread over all the eaſt. 
Kings and princes were enamoured by the voice of 


fame. In a ſhort time intelligence was brought to 


Ca/mire, that all the courts of Aa were ſending am- 
baſſadors, to demand the princeſs in marriage. Be- 
fore they arrived, ſhe dreamed a dream, which gave 
her an averſion to all men in general. In her ſleep ſhe 
ſaw a ſtag taken in the toils, and diſintangled by a 
hind ; the fame hind, ſoon after falling into the like 
ſnare, inſtead of being aſſiſted, was by the ſame ſtag 
abandoned. 
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FARRUKNAZ awaking, was exceedingly affec- 
ted with her dream; and looked upon it to be omi- 
nous. She imagined the great Ke2/aya himſelf wag 
inſtrumental to her deſtiny ; that he intended, by theſe 
preſages, to make her believe, that all men were 
traitors, and repaid the tenderneſs and affection of the 
female ſex with ſlight and ingratitude. 


PrEPOSSESSED With theſe notions, and dreading her 
being given up to ſome one of the princes, whoſe 
ambaſſadors were daily expected, Farrukraz applied 
to the king her father ; and without telling him, how 
much her heart was ſet againſt men, conjured him 
upon her knees, never to diſpoſe of her in marriage 
againſt her own conſent. Tegrulbey, moved by her 
tears, replied, © No, daughter, I will never force your 
„ inclination ; and tho” it is uſual to marry perſons of 
«« your quality, without conſulting them, I ſwear by 
„% Ke/aya, that no prince, not even the heir of the 
© Sultan of the Indies, ſhall ever eſpouſe you withou: 
« your conſent.” The princeſs, well acquainted with 
the ſolemnity of this oath, retired with a joyful heart; 
but at the ſame time determined within herſelf never 


to marry. 


Soo after, ambaſſadors arrived from ſeveral courts. 
Every one pleaded the alliance of his principal, ard 
boaſted the ſuperior merit of the prince, whom he was 
ſent to propoſe. Tegrulley behaved with great polite- 
neſs to all of them; but declared to them at the ſame 
inftant, that his daughter's hand was at ker own dit 
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poſal ; and he had ſworn by Kſaya, that he would 
not give her in marriage againſt her own inclination. 


The princeſs having previouſly reſolved to refuſe all 


offers, the ambaſſadors returned full of concern for 
the ill ſucceſs of their embaſſy. 


TOGRULBEY obſerving they departed with grief, 
began to be apprehenſive his daughter's obſtinacy 
would induce their reſpective maſters to become his 
enemies, and reflecting that the oath he had taken 
might occaſion a future war, he inſtantly ſent for his 
daughter's nurſe. ** Sutlumeme, ſays he, I muſt tell 
«« you, I'm under great uneaſineſs, on account of my 
„ daughter's conduct. What can be the reaſon of her 
« averſion to marriage ? Have you inſtilled into her theſe 


* notions ; ſpeak?” My leige, replies the nurſe, I am 


no enemy to man ; and this averſion of her's proceeds 
from a dream. A dream! ſays the king, much ſur- 
priſed ! « What is it you tell me? and pauſing a while, 
« he adds, no, no, I can't believe you. No dream 
„ could ever have the power to make ſo ſtrong an 
«« impreſhon upon her.” The nurſe hereupon told him 
the dream, adding, this, my lord, this is the dream 
which ſo ſtrongly works upon the princeſs's imagina- 
dion. 


Tux king's amazement increaſed by this diſcourſe, 
not being able to conceive, how the foregoing dream 
could ſo powerfully operate upon the diſpoſition of 
Farruknaz. My dear Sutlumeme, ſays he, how ſhall 
we contrive to conquer this diſtruſt, with which the 
mind of the princeſs is prepoſleſſed ? Is it poſſible to 
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bring her to reaſon ? My lord, ſays ſhe, leave the 
management of this affair to me, and doubt not of 
ſucceſs, ** By what means do you propoſe to bring it 
« about, ſays Togrulbey ? I have furniſhed my me- 
mory, replies the nurſe, with a great variety of enter- 
taining ſtories, the relating of which will not only di- 
vert the princeſs, but at the ſame time take off the ill 
opinion ſhe has conceived of man. By ſhewing her 
that there have been many faithful lovers ; ſhe ſhall 


inſenſibly be made to believe, there are ſuch till living 


in. the world. The king approved the project ; and 
the nurſe had. nothing now to do, but to find out the 
molt favourable opportunities of putting it into practice. 


FARRUKNAZ commonly paſſed the afternoon 
with her father, the prince her brother, and all the 
princeſſes of the court, to hear the ſlaves who lived 
in the palace fing and play upon all manner of muſical 
inſtruments. Sutlumemè, therefore, thought the morn- 
ing the moſt proper ſeaſon for her deſign, and fixed 
upen thoſe hours, which the princeſs ſet apart for 
bathing : accordingly, the day following, as ſoon as 
Farruknaz went into the bath, the nurſe addreſſing her, 
ſaid, I have a ſtory replete, with events of an extra- 
ordinary nature ;. if my princeſs will allow me to tell 
it for her entertainment, I doubt not but it will prove 
diverting. The princeſs, not ſo much to ſatisfy her 
own curioſity, as to oblige her women, who begged 
to hear the ſtory, ordered Sutlumems to begin, which 
ſhe did in manger following. 
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The Hiſtory of ABOULCASEM of BASRA. 


T is allowed by all hiſtorians that the Cali Harun 


Arraſchid would have been the moſt polite, as 


well as the moſt powerful prince of his time, if he 
had not been inſupportably vain, and much addicted 


to anger. He would frequently ſay, there was no 


prince in the univerſe had ſo much generoſity as him- 
ſelf. 

GIAFAR, his prime viſier, no longer able to bear 
his vain boaſting, took the liberty of accoſting him 
thus : My lord and ſovereign ! Monarch of the earth ! 
let not your ſlave offend you, in repreſenting to you 
the folly of praifing yourſelf. Leave this to the 
ſtrangers, that croud to your court, and to your own 
ſubjefts. Let them tell forth your good qualities. Let 
it content you, that the laſt of theſe are prot i of 
being born in your dominions ; and that the firſt 
look upon it as their greateſt happineſs to have quit- 
ted their native country, and live under your pro- 
tection. 5 


HAROUN provoked at the viſier's ſpeech, looked 
at him with an angry countenance, and demanded of 
him to ſay, whether he knew any prince to compare 
with him for generoſity. Yes, my lord, anſwered the 
viſier, there is a young man in the city of Baſra, 


whoſe 
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whoſe name is Aboulcaſem, who, tho' a private perſon, 
yet lives in greater magnificence than your majeſty, 
and is more generous. At this the califf's eyes ſpark- 
led with indignation. Art thou ignorant, ſays he, 
that a ſubject who tells his ſovereign a lye, is guilty 
of death. I ſpeak the truth, replies Giafar. The laſt 


time I was at Baſra, I ſaw this perſon, and went to his 


palace, where, my eyes, tho' accuſtomed to view your 
treaſures, were aſtoniſhed at his riches ; where my 
ſoul was charmed with his generous behaviour. At 
theſe words Arraſchid became outrageous, and raiſing 
his voice, inſolent flave, favs he, to bring a private 
man into compariſon with me ! Your impudence ſhall 
not go unpuniſhed : then making a ſign for the captain 
of his guards to advance, he commanded him to ſeize 
the viſier, and retired to the apartment of his wife, 
the princeſs of Zobeide, who obſerving him in a rage, 
ſaid, My lord, What is the matter ? Who has cauſed 
your anger? He informed her of all that happened, 
and complained of his miniſter's inſolence. The queen, 
a princeſs of great diſcretion, repreſented to him, that 
he ought to ſtifle his reſentment for a while, and ſend 
ſomebody to Baſra, to enquire into the truth of the 
matter. If it proved falſe, the viſier ſhould be puniſh- 


ed; if otherwiſe, it would be unjuſt to treat him as a 


criminal, 


The califf's anger was thus abated. He approved 
of Zobeide's advice, and ſaid, I will yet do more. The 
perſon whom I intruſt with this affair, may, perhaps, 
have an averſion toG:afar, and impoſe upon me; I there- 
fore will myſelf go to Baſra incog. and know the 
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truth; I can get acquainted with this young man, 
whoſe generoſity is ſo notorious, and if what has been 
related proves true in fact, I will heap favours upon 
my miniſter ; but I ſwear if he has advanced what is 
not true, his life ſhall pay for it. Arra/chid, purſuant 
to this reſolution, went privately from his palace by 
night, mounted a horſe, and began his journey, with- 
out ſuffering any of his courtiers to attend him. When 
he came to Baſra, he put up at the firſt inn he met 
with, where he was received by a grave old hoft. 
Father, ſays he, is it true, that there dwells in this 
city a young man, whoſe name is Aboulcaſem, who 
ſurpaſſes emperors for his grandeur and generoſity ? 
Yes, fir, anſwers the hoſt. If J had a hundred mouths, 
and every mouth as many tongues, I ſhould not be 
able to tell all his generous actions. The califf weary 
with his journey, and wanting ſleep, betook himſelf 
to his bed. | 


Hex roſe early the next morning, and walked about 
the city till the ſun aroſe. At length coming to a 
taylor's ſhop, he enquired for the dwelling of A4boul- 
caſem, Whence come you, ſays the taylor? You muſt 
be an entire ſtranger in Baſra, indeed ! not to know 
Aboulcaſem's houſe, which is better known than the 
palaces of kings. The califf anſwered, I am an utter 
ſtranger ; and know no ſoul in the city: You will 
oblige me, in ſending one of your domeſticks to ſhew 
me the way to this great man's houſe. The taylor in- 
ſtantly order d one of his apprentices to conduct him 
thither. The manſion was very large, built of hewn 
Kone, with. a portal of green marble. The prince en- 
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tering the court, ſaw a great number, as well ſlaves 
as freemen, diverting. themſelves at their ſports, while 
they waited- their maſter's orders. He called up one 
of them, and ſaid, Brother, I requeſt you to go and 
tell your lord, that a ftranger defires to ſpeak with. 
him. The ſlave ſeeing that F2rovz was no mean per- 
ſon, ran to his maſter, who immediately came into the 
court to receive the ſtranger, took him by the hand, 
and led him into a ſpacious hall, Here the califf ſaid. 
ta this young man, whom he had heard fo well ſpoken 
of ; ** Sir, I came hither on purpoſe to ſee, whether 
« you deſerved the encomiums which are ſo laviſhly 
e beſtowed.” Aboulcaſem very modeſtly replied to 
his Compliment, and ſeating him upon a ſofa, demand- 
ed from what country he came, what was his pro- 
feſſon, and where he lodged ? The emperor made 
anſwer ; I am a merchant of Bagdad, and have taken 
up my lodging at the firſt inn which I came to on my. 
entring into the city. 


9 


AFTER a ſhort converſation, there enter'd into the 
Hall twelve white pages, who carried vaſes of agate, 
and rock cryſtal, enriched with precious ſtones, and 
filled with the moſt exquiſite liquors. They were fol- 
lowed by twelve ſhe-ſlaves, extremely beautiful, ſome. 
of which had in their hands China baſons, heaped up 
with various fruits and flowers ; others bore boxes of 
gold, containing conſerves of a delicate flavour. The 
pages taſted the liquors before they delivered them to 
the califf. He taſted of. them, and tho' he had been 
before acquainted with the moſt delicious liquors which. 
were produced in the eaſt, he confeſſed, he had. nevec 
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taſted the like. Dinner at hand, Aboulcaſem, con- 
ducted the ſtranger into another apartment, where there 
was a table furniſhed with the choiceſt diſhes, ſerved 
up in gold- plate. 


Dix x ER over, the young man took the califf by 
the hand, and led him into a third room, more richly 
adorned than the two former. He had ſcarcely ſeated 
himſelf, before there came in a vaſt number of golden 
veſſels, enriched with diamonds, and filled with all 
forts of wines, accompanied with chargers of China, 
full of dry ſweet-meats. While the prince and his hoſt 


regaled themſelves with the moſt exquiſite wines, 


ſingers and minſtrels entered, and a conſort of muſic 
began, with which Hereun was tranſported. * I have 
« ſays he, (aſide) in my own palace, very extraordi- 
* nary voices, but muſt confeſs, they are not com- 
„ parable to theſe ; but I'm aſtoniſhed to comprehend, 
% how a private Perſon ſhould be able to bear the ex. 


« pence of this magnificence.” The prince more 


particularly attentive to one voice, with the ſweetneſs. 
of which he was raviſhed ; Aboulcaſem left him, but 
returned in a Moment, with a wand in one Hand, in 


the other a tree, the trunk of which was of maſſy 


Silver ; the branches and leaves of emerald, and the 
fruit, with which the branches were loaded, was rubies. 
The pourtraiture of a peacock, finely wrought in gold, 
was placed upon the top of the tree, whoſe body was 
filled with amber, aloes, and other rich perfumes. 
This tree, he placed at the feet of the emperor, and 
with his wand touched the peacock's head, who, in- 


" lantly ſpread out his wings and tail, whirling round. 
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with ſurprizing velocity: As he moved round, the 
perfumed effluvia iſſued from the pores of his body, 
and diſperſed grateful odours around the room. 


Now the califf's attention was wholly employed on 
the peacock and the tree ; but obſerving his ſteady at- 
tention, Aboulcaſem carried them ſuddenly away. Ar- 
raſchid, a little provoked at his hoſt's behaviour, and 
reflefting upon the cauſe of it, imagined that Giaſar 
was miſtaken in him, when he gave him the cha- 
racter of a polite and generous young gentleman. 


WarLle his thoughts were buſied in this manner, 
Aboulcaſem returned into the hall, and brought with 
him a little page, who was exceeding beautiful, and 
arrayed in cloth of gold embroidered with pearls and 
diamonds, who held in his hand a cup made out of a 
ſingle ruby, full of wine of a purple colour. He was 


ordered to approach the califf, where proſtrating him- 


ſelf upon the floor, he preſented to him the cup, 
which the prince accepted, and drank, and returned it 
to the page : But to his great ſurprize perceived that 


it ſtill continued as full as it was before. He inſtantly 
took it back again, and drank it up ; but on its being 


returned to the page, ſaw it full again. 


Heroun amazed at this Incident, forgot the tree and 
the peacock ; and defired to know by what means this 
wonder could be effected. 4boulca/em only replied, that 
the cup was the handywork of an experienced ſage, 
who had dived into.the arcana of nature ; and taking 
the page by the hend, led him off, and left the prince 
a ſecond time abruptly. The califf diſpleaſed, though 
within himſelf, that the young man was certainly. 

touche 
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touched in his brain; to bring him curioſities, which 
he took pleaſure in looking at, and inſtantly. ſnatch 
them away from his ſight. Well, Giaſar, ſays he. to 
himſelf, I will teach you to make a better judgment 
of mankind ! He began now to think meanly of his 
hoſt, when he entered a third time, followed by a 
damſel covered with jewels of all kinds, whoſe beauty 
by far excelled her attire: The califf was ſtruck with 
amazement at the fight of ſo divine an object. On 
making her obeyſance, and drawing nearer, ſhe charm- 
ed him ſtill more. He bid her fit down ; and Aboul- 


caſem called for a lute, which was made of the wood 


of aloes and ſantal, of ivory and ebony. He put the 
inſtrument into her hand, which the fair ſlave play'd 
upon ſo exquiſitely fine, that Herown, who was himſelf 2 
good judge, cried out in exceſs of paſſion ; Oh l young 
man ! how worthy of envy is thy ſituation ! even the 
commander of the faithful is not ſo happy! But as 
ſoon as Aboulcaſem perceived that his gueſt was ſo 
much delighted with the damſel, he led her off like- 
wiſe. This gave the califf freſh occaſion for reſent- 
ment. He could ſcarce contain himſelf within due 
bounds ; however, on the young gentleman's return, 
they paſſed the time agreeably enough till ſun-ſetting ; 

when Haroun ſaid ta him; “ Sir, I admire your behavi 
* qur : I am confounded at the entertainment you have 
« given me: Give me leave to retire: I with you a 
good repoſe.” Aboulca/em bowed with an air of 
condeſcenſion, and without oppoſing his intention in 


the leaft, waited upon him to the door, and aſked his 


pardon. for not entertaining him according to his 
quality. 
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As the califf was returning to his inn, contemplating 
the magnificence in which Aboulcaſem lived, he ſeemed 
very much to call his generoſity in queſtion; and 
thought the viſier had no reaſon to make the aforeſaid 
compariſon : For, ſaid he, has this man made me the 
leaft preſent ? Tho' I was laviſh in the commendation 
of the tree, of the cup, of the yage, and of the dam. 
ſel. My admiration certainly ought to have cauſed 
him to make an offer of one of 'em. This man, I 
perceive, has no other quality but oftentation : 'Tis 
true, he takes pleaſure in ſhewing his riches ; but for 
what reaſon ? Why, only to gratify his pride and va- 
nity : I am not at preſent inclined to pardon Giafar 
for the lye he impoſed upon me, 


Bic with theſe reflections, he enters the inn: But 
how great. was his ſurprize ! He there found ſeveral. 
pieces of rich tapeſtry, magnificent tents, pavilions, a 
great number of flaves, and freemen, fine horſes, 
mules, and camels ; and more valuable to him than 
all theſe, the tree, the peacock, the beautiful ſlave. 
with the lute, and the little page with the cup. 


ALL the ſervants proſtrated themſelves before him, 
and the damſel preſented to him a roll of filk paper, 
in which was wrote as follows: 


On my dear, my amiable gueſt, whom I have 
„% not as yet the honour to know. I'm fearful T 
* have not received you with that regard which is 
« your due, In your own. goodneſs, let me implore 

| * you. 
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« you to forget and forgive all faults I have been 
« guilty of in my entertainment, and not puniſh me 
« with the refuſal of thoſe trifles I herewith ſend you. 
« The tree, the cup, the peacock, the page, and the 
& little ſlave, were your's of courſe, becauſe you ad- 
* mired them; for when any thing pleaſes my gueſts, 
« it is no longer mine, but from that moment be- 
« comes their own property.” 


Wren the califf had read this letter, he began to 
applaud the liberality of his hoſt, and was convinced 
within himſelf, that he had judged too raſhly. Mil- 
lions of bleſſings, ſaid he, fall upon Giafar To him 
alone I owe my reformation ! Ah ! Haroun, pride thy- 
ſelf no more in thy magnanimity ! No more boaſt of 
thy generoſity ! One of thy own ſubjects excels thee 
in both ! But recollecting how a private perſon ſhould 
be able to make ſuch preſents, he thought it neceſſary 
to aſk, how Abeulcaſem came by ſuch vaſt riches, and 
reſolved not to return to Bagdad before he was ſatisfied 
in this particular. How comes it to paſs, ſays he, that 
a ſubject ſhould live in greater affluence than his ſo- 
vereign ? | 


ResoLveD to ſatisfy his curiofity, he leaves all 
his domeſticks at the inn, and haſtens to the young 
man's houſe, where, finding him alone, Oh! too ge- 
nerous Abaulcaſem, ſays he, the preſents you have 
made me are of ſo conſiderable value, that I fear, by 
accepting them, I ſhall abuſe your good nature. Per- 
mit. me, therefore, to return them, and accompany me 

| O 
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to Bagdad, where I will publiſh your greatneſs of ſoul, 
and unparallelled magnificence. 


Six, ſays Aboulcaſem, with a dejected look, if you 
refuſe my preſents, ſome of my actions have given you 
offence. No, replies the prince; heaven be witneſs 
that I am charmed with your politeneſs ; but your pre- 
ſents are too coſtly. They ſurpaſs even thoſe of kings; 
and if you will be adviſed by me, refle& that your 
wealth may one day fail, from your boundleſs genero- 
ſity. Sir, anſwered the young man fmiling, I'm over- 
joyed to find that you do not refuſe my preſents on 
account of any miſbehaviour of mine, with regard to 
you : To make you, therefore, more inclinable to ac- 
cept of them, I muſt inform you, that I can every day 
give away the like, and far richer, without any per- 
ſonal inconvenience. You, perhaps, may be amazed 
at this Aﬀertion ; but your wonder will ceaſe, when 
you hear the adventures of my lite. 


Hex he led Herozn into an apartment a thouſand 
times richer than any he had before entered. The 
room was exquifitely perfumed. At the upper end 
there was erefted a throne of maſſy gold, with filk 
tapeſtry before the foot-ſtool. Arraſchid now fancied 
himſelf in the palace of ſome more powerful monarch. 
The young man obliged him to mount the throne, and 
ſeating himſelf by his fide, he began the account in 
the words following. 
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The Life and Adventures of ABOULCASEM. 


father was a jeweller of Cairo, whoſe name 
was fbdelaziz : He had amaſſed vaſt riches ; 
and fearing that he might one day fall a facrifice to the 
avarice of the ſultan of Egypt, he quitted his native 
country, and ſettled here, where he married the only 


daughter of the wealthieſt merchant in this city, Of 


this marriage I am the ſole iſſue, and by inheriting all. 
my father's riches, together with my mother's, after. 
their deceaſe, I found myſelf exceedingly opulent. I. 
was very young when they died, and finding I had, 
enough to-gratify the prodigality of my temper, I was. 
ſo very extravagant, that in leſs than thres years I 
fpent my whole patrimony. Then, Sir, I began, tho? 
too late, to be ſenſible of my error. After this, I quit- 
ted Baſra, determining to retire elſewhere, and ſpend- 
the remainder of my days in obſcurity. I imagined. 
my deplorable fituation would be more ſupportable 
among ſtrangers than among my acquaintance. Ace- 
cordingly I fold my houſe, and joined myſelf- to a-cara- 
van of merchants, with whom I went as far as Mou/e/ ; 
from thence to Danas; and arrived at lat at Grand 
Cairo. On my firſt entrance, the beauty of the houſes, 
with the grandeur of the moſques, cauſed my ſurprize ; 
But ſoon reflecting that I now was in the city where 
my father-was born, tcars trickled down my checks : 
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I figh'd deeply, and ſaid to myſelf; Oh ! my father, 
was you now alive to ſee the wretched condition of 
your ſon, in that very place where you enjoyed a for- 
tune to be envied, How vaſt muſt be your grief ? 


Bic with theſe refleftions which pierced my very 
ſoul, I went to the banks of the Nil, and found my- 
ſelf behind the ſultan's palace, where I ſaw a young 
lady in the window, with whoſe beauty I was charmed. 
I gazed, ſhe perceived it, and retired. Night ap- 
proaching, I took a lodging in the neighbourhood. I 
had little ſleep : the beauteous object was always be- 
fore me, and I became deeply enamour'd of her. I 
wiſh'd a thouſand times I had never ſeen her, and that 
ſhe had never ſeen. me. The day fallowing I placed 
myſelf again under her window ;. but ſhe did not ap- 
pear. This cauſed me great anxiety, but did not in 
the leaſt diſcourage my intention. The day after I re- 
turned again, and was more ſucceſsful. She appeared, 
and ſeeing my eyes earneſtly fixed upon her; Inſolent 
man, ſays ſhe, are you ignorant that your ſex is for- 
bidden to ftay under the window of this palace ? Fly 
away, for if the ſultan's officers ſee you, they will put 
you to death. Regardleſs of fear, I fell proſtrate on 
the ground, and riſing, ſaid, Madam, I am a ſtranger : 
I know not the cuſtoms of Cairo, and tho' I was ever 
ſo well acquainted with them, your beauty would put 
it out of my power to ſhew any regard to them. Raſh 
man, ſays ſhe, tremble leſt I ſhould ſend for ſome 
flaves to puniſh your inſolence; and then diſappeared. 


I EXPECTED te be ſeized by the guards every mi- 
nute, but inſenſible of the danger, returned flowly to 
| my 
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my lodgings. It is not to be conceived, how much I 
ſuffered this night. My brains were on fire, and my 
thoughts confounded. At length I dropped into a 
doſe, and loſt myſelf for ſome minutes; when I awaked, 
the hopes of once more beholding the fair object, and 
to be looked upon by her with a more favourable eye, 
which I had little reaſon to expect, abated the rage of 
my diſtemper. I went again the following day to the 
banks of the Nile, and poſted myſelf on the very ſame 
ſpot, as I had done before. The young lady inſtantly 
appeared, but gave me ſuch a look, as made me trem- 
ble. Wretch ! ſays ſhe, How dare you return hither, 
after the menaces which I have pronounced ; away ! 
once more moved by compaſſion, I tell you, that if 
you do not get away in a moment, your fate is inevi- 
table. Tremble, audacious youth ! the lightning is 


ready to ſtrike you dead. Inſtead of going off, I 


gazed upon her the more, with actions full of ten- 
derneſs, and replied : O, faireſt of women! Can 
you imagine, that a wretch like me, is afraid to 
die ? alas! I had much rather die than live, if I live 
not for you. Since you are ſo obſtinate, replies ſhe ; 
Go, and ramble about the city till night, then return 
hither again. This ſaid, ſhe vaniſhed, leaving me 
tranſported with love and joy. 


I qQuiTTED my ftation ; the pleaſure of expectation 
obliterated all my misfortunes. This aſſignation made 
me ample amends for all my former inadvertencies. 
I went home, and employed the whole day, in per- 
fuming, and decking myſelf out to the beſt advan- 
tage. When night came on, conducted by love, I 

| found 
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found my way thither in the dark; where was a rope 
hanging down from the window, by the help of 
which I gained admittance into my charmer's apart- 
ment. I went thro' two chambers, and came into a 
third, which was magnificently furniſhed, in the mid- 
dle of which a throne of maſſy filver was erected : 
but neither the curioſities, nor coſtly furniture, had the 
leaſt effect upon me. The lady alone took up all the 
faculties of my mind, and oh! fir, ſure never eyes 
beheld ſo beautiful an object? 


Su obliged me to fit upon the throne, and placing 
herſelf by me, demanded who I was. I told my ſtory 
with the utmoſt fincerity, which ſhe liſtened to with 
the ſtricteſt attention. On perceiving her touched with 
my unhappy circumſtances, my love increaſed to ſuch 
a degree as is not to be expreſſed. Madam, faid I to 
her, How miſerable ſoever I am, I have no longer 
reafon to complain, ſince you have condeſcended to 
pity my misfortunes. She owned that if I was ſmitten 
at the ſight of her, ſhe likewiſe was pleaſed in looking 
at me; and added, fince you, fir, have informed me 
of your hiſtory, you ſhall not be ignorant of mine. 
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The Hiſtory of DAR DAN R. 


was born at Damas, and my name is Dardazt ; 
my father was one of the prince's viſiers who now 
reigns there, whoſe name was Behrouz, He was a 
miniſter 


— — 
£ . 


— Ce 9 


3 
5. 
; 
t 

| 
, 


— CC OO OY 


20 Fs TALES: 
miniſter who made the good of the people, and the 


honour of his maſter, the motives of all his actions. 


Such as were governed by other principles became his 
enemies, and did him all the ill offices which they 
could with his royal maſter. By theſe means Behrouz, 
after many years ſervice, was baniſhed the court, and 
retired to a houſe near the gates of the City, where his 
whole time was taken up in my education : but alas ! 
he did not live to ſee it perfected; for I was a child 
when. he died. Soon after my mother turned all his 
effects into ready caſh, and was ſo unnatural as to ſell 
even me to a merchant who dealt in ſlaves ; and then 
went to the Indies, with a young man whom ſhe loved; 
and the merchant carried me with ſeveral other ſlaves 
to Cairo, We were all richly clothed, and when he 
preſented us to the ſultan of Egypt, he ſeemed to take 
a particular hking to my perſon. He came from his 
throne to me with expreſſions full of commendations 
of my beauty. Then turning to the merchant : My 
friend, ſays he, ſo long as you have furniſhed me with 
flaves, you never brought me one ſo beautiful as this 
before. Make your own price; I can never pay too 


dear for ſo lovely a creature. In ſhort, the prince 


overjoyed, payed the merchant a large ſum for me, 
and ſent him away with his other ſlaves : then calling 
the chief of his eunuchs ; Keydiabir, ſays he, conduct 
this ſun into a ſeparate apartment. I no ſooner en- 
tered, but ſeveral ſlaves, both old and young, came to me ; 
fome preſenting rich. attire ; others bringing refreſh- 
ments of all kinds, and the reſt with. lutes to play upon 
for my diverſion. | 
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I #aD not been here long, before the ſultan came 
to viſit me, and to make a declaration of his love. 
The rude and artleſs anſwers which fell from me, 
inſtead of cauſing his diſpleaſure, increaſed his paſſion, 
and I became his favourite ſultaneſs. This created a 
jealouſy in all the ſlaves who thought themſelves equal 
to me in beauty; and you cannot conceive by what va- 
rious artifices they have, for theſe three years, endea- 
voured to work out my. deſtruction. But their malice has 
hitherto been defeated by my prudent conduct: It is 
not that I am content with my fituation, for I do not 
love the ſultan, and am not ambitious of grandeur. 
The vexations I create in my rivals, by the precautions 
I take, give me far greater pleaſure than the love of 
the ſultan, tho' I muſt allow he is an amiable prince. 
And whether we are not maſters of our own inclina- 
tions, or that my heart was by fate ſet apart for you, 
believe me, fir, you are the firſt man I ever looked 
upon with pleaſure. On this frank confeſſion, I vowed 
eternal love, and preſſed her no longer to delay my 
happineſs. The eagerneſs of my paſſion, expreſſed in 
the moſt moving accents, began to melt her down into 
tenderneſs. But oh ! in the very inſtant ſhe conſented 
to yield to my defires, we were ſurpriſed with a loud 
knocking at the chamber door. O heavens, ſays the 
lady, I am betrayed ! It is- the ſultan himſelf! If the 
cord had been faſtened to the window of the room in 
which we were, I might have eſcaped ; but the ſultan 
was now in that chamber, out of which hung the 
cord. All I could do toward my ſafety was to hide 
myſelf under the throne ; while Dardane opened the 
door. 
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Taz ſultan entered in a furious manner, attended 
by ſeveral black eunuchs with flambeaux in their 
hands. Wicked woman, ſays he, What man have 
you here? He was ſeen to climb up by a rope to 
your window, which hangs here ſtill! The lady was 
ſtruck ſpeechleſs ; her fear rendered it impoſſible for 
her to think of proper expedients. Search well about, 
ſays the ſultan; the villain ſhall not eſcape my ven- 
geance. The ſlaves ſoon found me out, and dragged 
me on the floor to their maſter. Impudent wretch, 
ſays he, Are there not woman enough in Cairo to 
ſatiate your luſt ? Do you pay no regard to my palace ? 
Fear confounded me. I knew not where I was ; and 
I believe, fir, if you had been at Bagdad, and the 
great Harowun Arraſchid ſhould have caught you in his 
ſeraglio, you would not at that inſtant have been 
maſter of your reaſon. The ſultan drew his ſabre, 
to gratify his revenge. I continued kneeling before 
him, expecting immediate death. But in the very 
inſtant he was going to take off my head, there en- 


| tered an old mulatto lady, who prevented the ſtroke. 


What, fir, are you about, ſays ſhe ? Don't you ftrike 
theſe wretches ; ftain not your hands with the blood 
of the vulgar. They are unworthy that honour, and 
ſince one of them has had the inſolence to be want- 
ing in his duty to you, and the other to betray you, 
give orders for their being both thrown into the Nile. 
The ſultan followed the old lady's advice, and the 
eunuchs caſt us headlong from the window of a tower 
into the river. I was ſtunned with the fall, but ſoon 
recovered my ſenſes, and, with much difficulty, gained 
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the ſhore. After this eſcape I began to reflect upon 
the fate of the young lady, which terror had for ſome 
time made me forget. I inſtantly leaped into the river, 
and ſwimming with the ſtream endeavoured withal 
my might to diſcover, if poſſible, the corps of this 
unfortunate lady; but finding my ſtrength decay, I was 
obliged to get to land, and fave a life, which I had 
hazarded to no purpoſe. Perſuaded within myſelf that 
the favourite ſultaneſs was drowned, I wept bitterly. 
Alas! faid I, Had it not been for me, the fair Dar- 


dan had been yet alive! Hating the fight of Cairo, 


after this unlucky adventure, I took the road toward 
Bagdad. 


AFTER a few days journey I came to the foot of a 
mountain, late one evening, near which ſtood a town 
of conſiderable note, I laid myſelf down upon the 
bank of a rivulet, to paſs the night. I ſlept well, by 
which reſt my mind was quieted, and my, ſtrength 
reſtored. At the riſing of the ſun I awaked, and 
heard ſomebody groan at a ſmall diftance ; on liſten- 
ing, I perceived it to be the complaints of ſome wo- 
man that had been ill uſed. I made directly towards 
the place, and ſaw a man at work with a pick-axe 
and ſpade, making a pit in the ground. I hid myſelf 
behind a buſh to watch his motions. When he had 
made the hole deep enough, I ſaw him lay fomething 
in it, cover it up, and go away. The ſun being now 
riſen, I went to that ſame ſpot of earth to ſatisfy my 
curioſity. I took out ſome of the mould, and diſco- 
vered a large ſack of linen cloth all bloody, in which 
was a young woman juſt ** I readily diſtin- 

guiſhed 
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guiſhed by her dreſs, tho“ much ſtained with blood, 
that ſhe was ſome perſon of quality. Struck with 
horror! What cruel wretch! ſaid I, has dealt fo in- 
humanly by this young lady? The lady, whom TI 
thought paſt recovery, hearing my exclamations, ſaid 
to me, O muſſulman ! be charitable and aſſiſt me. 
Give me a drop of water to quench my thirſt, and 
eaſe the bitterneſs of my pain. I ran inſtantly to the 
fountain, filled my turban with water, and brought it 
to her. She drank, and opening her eyes, fixed them 
fall upon me. O young man, ſaid ſhe, whom pro- 
vidence hath ſent to my relief, help me to ſtop the 
blood; if thou can't ſave my life, thou ſhalt not 
repent it. I took my turban to pieces, and tore off 
a part of my garment, to bind up her wounds. Finiſh, 
{aid ſhe, the charitable work, bear me into the town, 
and take me to a ſurgeon. Fair lady, replied I, I'm a 
perfect ſtranger, and have no acquaintance in the 
town. Should I be aſked how I came to be found 
with a damſel almoſt deprived of life, What ſhall I 
_ anſwer ? Say, replied the, I am your ſiſter. Fear not 
the conſequence. 


I carnitD the lady into the city upon my ſhoulders, 
and went with her to lodge at an inn, where I ordered 
her to be put into a bed with all ſpeed, and ſent for a 
furgeon to probe her wounds; who aſſured me, they 
were neither mortal, nor dangerous, and that he would 
recover her in a month. While the was in a mending 
condition, ſhe wrote a letter, and delivered it to me, 
ſaying, Go to the place where the merchants aſſemble, 
there enquire out Mahyar, give him that letter, take 

| what 
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what he gives you and return. I ſoon found out the 
gentleman, who read the letter with great attention, 
kiſſed it, and placed it upon his head. 'This done, he 
took out two purſes filled with ſequins of gold, and 
delivered them to me. I went immediately back to 
the lady, who ordered me to hire a houſe, and we 
both went to live in it. When we were ſettled, ſhe 
wrote a ſecond letter to Mahyar, who gave me four 
purſes filled with pieces of gold. By the lady's order 
I now bought wearing apparel for her and my elf, 
with a number of ſlaves to attend us. 


T ya$s3ED for her brother, and lived with her as if 

T had been ſo in reality. Notwithſtanding her charms, 
Dardane# employ'd all my thoughts: Nay, I would 
have quitted this lady, but ſhe begged of me to ftay, 
ſaying, Have patience, I have yet occaſion for your 
ſervice. You ſhall ſoon know who I am, and fear 
not, but I ſhall be able to recompence your good 
offices. I continued with her, and out of pure gene- 
roſity did every thing which of me was required, I 
longed to know how ſhe came to be aſſaſſinated ; but it 
was in vain ; I requeſted of her to tell me her kiftory. 
Go, ſays fhe, one day, giving me a purſe of ſequins, 
find out a merchant whoſe name is Namahran ; tell 
him you come to buy ſome rich ſtuffs : He will ſhew 
you ſeveral ſorts: chuſe out of them ſome pieces, and 
pay his own price for them; then ſhew him the higheſt 
Reſpect, and bring me the ſtuffs. I found Namahran 
ſitting in his ſhop. I ſaw a man of exquiſite features, 
with ſhort criſped hair, black as jet. He had in his 
ears pendants, and large diamonds on his fingers. I 
C ſat 
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ſat down by him, and aſked him to ſhew me ſome 
ſtuffs : he opened ſeveral pieces, of which I choſe 
three. He fixed a price upon them, which I paid : 
and taking my leave in the moſt reſpectful manner, I 
gave the goods to be carried home by my ſlave. Two 
days after, the lady gave me another purſe to buy 
more ſtuffs ; but remember, added ſhe, not to ftand 
with him about the price. As foon as the merchant 
ſaw me, and I had mentioned my buſineſs, he brought 


me his richeſt ſtuffs, out of which I took what pleaſed 


me beſt, threw down my purſe, and deſired him to 
take what he thought convenient. Pleaſed with my 
generoſity, he deſired I would honour him with my 
company ſome day to dinner. I readily conſented, and 
ſaid, Tomorrow, Sir, if you pleaſe : and he replied, I 
I ſhould highly oblige him. On bringing this news to 
the lady, ſhe fell into tranſports of joy. Fail not to 
go, ſaid ſhe, and invite him to your lodgings the next 
cay. I will provide a ſumptuous entertainment. I 
} new not what to make of this her exceſs of joy on 
the occaſion. I ſaw ſhe had ſome defign in her heart, 
tho" I could not gueſs what. I was punctual in going 
to dine with the merchant, who entertained me ele- 
gantly. Before we parted I told him my place of 
abode, and hoped he would accept of a treat from 
me the day following. He came to his time, and we 
ſpent the evening together. The -lady kept herſelf 
concealed during the whole repaſt. As ſhe defired me 


to amuſe Namabran, and not ſuffer him to return home 


that night, I ſtayed him in oppoſition td kis will, and 
we drank till midnight, when I waited on him to a 

chamber. Here I took my leave, and retired to my 
| | own 
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.own apartment. I had not been long aſleep before 
the lady awaked me. She held in one hand a torch, 


and a dagger in the other. Ariſe, young man, ſaid 


| the, come and ſee thy gueſt weltering in his blood. 


I got on my clothes in an inſtant, followed her 
into the merchant's room, and ſeeing him extended 
breathleſs upon the bed, ah ! barbarous woman, ſaid 
I, How could you commit fo horrid a crime ! How 


.could you make me inftrumental to your rage ! 


Young man anſwered ſhe, grieve not, you have aſ- 


ſiſted me to be revenged upon a traitor. He is the 


cauſe of all my misfortunes, which I ſhall relate, 
FRE REAR ERIE IR ERIE NE NE 


The fatal Effefts of Jt aLovusy. 


HE king of this city is my father. Going one 

day to the publick baths, I caſt my eye upon 
Namahran, as he was fitting in his ſhop. I was in- 
ſtantly ſtruck with his beauty, and could not drive 
him out of my thoughts. I endeavoured to combat 
my paſſion, and flattered myſelf I ſhould be able to 
conquer my love by the affiſtance of reaſon : but alas 
all my endeavours prov'd vain. My paſſion growing 
more violent, threw me into a fit of ſickneſs, which 
would have certainly killed me, had not my governefs 
been better ſkilled in the cauſe of my diſtemper than 
the phyſicians. She diſcovered the tru : ſource of my 
indiſpoſition. I related to her the manner of my fall- 


ing in love, and by what ſhe picked out of my words, 
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ſhe became convinced that I was paſſionately fond of 
this miſcreant. She pitied my condition, and promiſed 
me her aſſiſtance to relieve my miſery. In conſequence 
of this promiſe, ſhe one night found means to intro- 
duce the young merchant into the ſeraglio in the ap- 
parel of a woman, and led him to my apartment. The 
ſight of him raiſed tranſports in my heart, and I had 
alſo the pleaſure to obſerve that he was no leſs tranſ- 
ported at his good fortune. I kept him here ſeveral 
days concealed in my cloſet, and my governeſs con- 
ducted, him out again with the ſame ſucceſs ſhe intro- 
duced him. Under this diſguiſe he made me frequent 
viſits. One day I took it into my head to pay him 
a viſit in my turn, and pleas'd myſelf with the thoughts 
of ſurpriſing him, not doubting but to make him ſen- 
ſible of my fondneſs for him. Accordingly I went 
out of the palace, thro' bye-ways, which I knew, and 
came to his houſe; when knocking at the door, a 
ſlave demanded who I was, and my buſineſs. I am, 
ſaid I, a young lady of the city, and muſt ſpeak to 
your maſter, He is at preſent engaged with another 
lady, replies the ſlave, come again to-morrow. On 
hearing theſe words, jealouſly kindled a fire in my 
breaſt, too violent for reaſon to extinguiſh. Inſtead of 
retiring, I ruſhed into the honſe, and running forward 
to a hall where were lights, I ſaw the merchant fitting 
at table with a beautiful young damſel. At this un- 
expected fight my indignation was raiſed higher. I 
flew with all the ftrength I had upon the damſel, and 
doubtleſs had torn her to pieces, had ſhe not made her 
eſcape ; nor did I only aim my vengeance at my rival, 
but fell alſo with the like fury upon Namahran.. He 

| inſtantly 
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inſtantly threw himſelf at my feet, aſked my pardon, 
and ſwore he would never be falſe to me again. is 
oaths and ſubmiſſion appeaſed my rage. I ſat down 
and drank with him till I became intoxicated. When 
I was in this condition, the traitor gave me ſeveral 
cuts with a knife. I fainted with the loſs of blood, 
and he imagining I was dead, tied me up in a ſack, 
and carried me on his ſhoulders out of the city, to the 
place where you found me. Here he digged a pit to 
put me into, and unmoved with my tears, or with ſo 
much compaſſion as to kill me before he laid me in 
the ground, the barbarian buried me alive. 


Tx ar other merchant called Mahyar, to whom you 
carried my letters, belongs to the ſeraglio. I told him 
F wanted money, gave him a ſhort account of my ad- 
ventures, and enjoyned ſecrecy, till I had taken my 
fall revenge. This, young man! is my ſtory, which 
I was unwilling to acquaint you with ſooner. leſt you 
ſhould have ſcrupled to aſſiſt me in bringing the villain 
to juſtice. I am perſuaded, if you have a deteſtation 
for men of treacherous hearts, you will applaud my 
reſolution, for piercing that of Namabran. You ſhall 
go to the palace with me in the morning ; the king, 
my father loves me, and is paſſionately fond of me. I 
will confeſs my fault, and hope he will give me par- 
don ; and I dare promiſe he will load you with be- 
nefits. 


I xeEPL1ED to the princeſs, Madam, I aſk no gra- 
tuity for ſaving you; but am grieved that I have been 
inſtrumental to your vengeance. You have abuſed my 
C 3 com- 
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complaiſance in making me an acceſſory to the mur- 
der. Had you engaged me to avenge your wrongs 
with honour, I would readily have hazarded my life 
in your ſervice. — In ſhort, tho“ I thought Namah- 
ran deſerved his fate, I was ſo much concerned at my 
being drawn in to betray him, that ſetting at nought her 
promiſes, I abandoned the lady ; and the next morning 
before day I went out of the town. When Aurora ap- 
peared, I ſaw a caravan of merchants encamped in a 
field at ſome diſtance : I haſtened to it, and finding 
they were going to Bagdad, I went with them. When 
I arrived there, I found myſelf reduced to very ſcanty 
circumſtances. Of all the money I brought away with 
me, but one ſequin of gold remained, which I changed 
into aſpres, and bought fruit, ſweet-meats, and balſam 
of roſes. With this little merchandize, I every day 
frequented a ſhop, where perſons of quality reſorted to 
drink cooling liquors ; to all whom I preſented my 
baſket. Each took what he fancied, and every one 
gave me a little piece of filver. This petty trade fur. 
niſhed me with the neceſſaries of life, 


Ou day, as I was preſenting my goods to the 
gueſts in the ſhop, in a-corner of a room ſat an old 
gentleman, who, obſerving that I took no notice of 
him, called to me : Friend, ſays he, how happens it 
that you never offer me ſome of your wares. Upon 
this I gave him my baſket, out of which he took an 
apple, and bid me fit down by him. He aſked me 
who I was, and my name. Pardon me, Sir, ſaid I 
fighing, I cannot oblige you without renewing my 
grief. E 
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He changed the diſcourſe, and, after a long converſa- 
tion, he took a purſe with ten ſequins of gold out of 
his pocket, and put it into my hand, and walked away. 
This his liberality ſurprized me, perſons of the firſt 
rank having never given me near the value of one 
ſequin. I went again the next day, and ſaw my be- 
nefactor in the ſame ſituation : I addreſſed him firſt ; 
he took a little balm, and making me fit down by 
him, ſo earneſtly preſſed me to give him my hiſtory, 


that I could not poſſibly help gratifying his Curi- 
oſity. 
Arr ERA I had related to him every circumſtance, 
he told me, that he was a merchant of Baſra, and 
knew my father ; that he had no child, nor hopes of 
any, and adopted me his ſan, ſaying, Be comforted, 
my boy; you ſhall find me a father, richer than 45- 
delaziz, and who will love you with as much tender- 
neſs. I returned him thanks for the honour he did 
me, making profeſſion of my duty, and followed him. 
When we came out, he ordered me to throw away 
my baſket, and took me to a ſpacious houſe, in which 
he afligned me an apartment, ordered me a variety of 
rich dreſſes, and ſlaves to attend me; fo that I began 
to forget my miſery. When he had fold off the cargo 
which he brought to Bagdad, we ſet out together for 
Baſra. My friends, who never expected to ſee me 
again, were aſtoniſhed to find m adopted to the moſt 
ſubſtantial merchant in the city. I pleaſed the good 
old gentleman, and was charmed with his temper. He 
told me he was equally happy, and I ſeemed worthy 
C 4 of 
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of his favour. I therefore hardly ever quitted hint, 
and confined myſelf to his company. 


Foto Fo Foo d Foto Fo Fogel 


ABouLcastM Ne. inſtated. 


OT long after, the good old man, given over 
by his phyſicians, ordered every ſoul but me 
to retire. Then ſaid, It is now time, my ſon, to diſ- 
cover to you an important ſecret. Had I nothing but 
this houſe, and the riches in it, to leave you, I ſhould 
think it but a moderate fortune ; but all this, together 
with all the wealth I have amaſſed thro' the whole 
courſe of my life, tho” a very conſiderable trader, is 
nothing in compariſon of a treaſure which lies here 
hid, and which I ſhall diſcover to you. I do not 
pretend to ſay how many years ago, by whom, or by 
what means it came hither. This I know ; my grand- 
father diſcovered it to my father, who, when he was 
dying, intruſted the ſecret with me. But added he, I 
have one piece of advice to give, and be careful how 
you diſregard it. You are naturally generous ; when 
you find your abilities fufficient to gratify your inclina- 
tion, you will ſquander away your riches. You will 
wake preſents, and do good to all who ſhall aſk your 
aſſiſtanee. This conduct I ſhould greatly approve, if 
you could continue to practice it without danger; but 
it will one day cauſe your ruin. I foreſee you will 
live in ſo ſplendid a manner, as to draw upon you the 
envy 
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envy of the king of Baſra, or the jealouſy of his 
avaritious miniſter. They will imagine you have 
treaſure concealed, and ſpare no pains to diſcover it. 
To prevent this misfortune, act as my grandfather, my 
father, and I have done. Follow the buſineſs of a 
merchant, without the ſhew of grandeur. Never draw 
the eyes of the world upon you by your vaſt ex- 


Pences. 


H then acquainted me with the place where this 
treaſure lay, ſaying, Whatever notion you may form 
of the riches laid up there, they will ſurpaſs your Ima- 
gination. When he died, and I his ſole heir had paid 
the laſt debt to his aſhes, I took poſſeſſion of this houſe 
and its appurtenances in part, and went to viſit the 
treaſure ; at which I was amazed. If it be not inex- 
hauſtible, ſure I am, it is impoſſible for me to ſpend 
it; tho' heaven beſtowed upon me a longer life than 


ever was yet granted to any mortal. There is not one 


inhabitant in Baſra, who has not taſted of my bounty. 
I keep open houſe for all, and fend no one away diſ- 
contented. And can I make a better uſe of it than to 
relieve the needy, entertain the ſtranger, and enjoy 
thoſe pleaſures of life moderately, to which I am in- 
clined by the dictates of nature? 


Tun people really believed, from my firſt ſetting- 
out, that. I was going to ruin myſelf a ſecond time: 
But how were they diſordered, when, inſtead” of ſee- 
ing my affairs decay, they perceived me to flouriſti. | 
more and more every day. They could not conceive 
haw. it was- poſlible I ſhould increaſe riches by giving 

| EEE then. 
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them away. At laſt a report was induſtriouſly ſpread 
around the city, that I had found a treaſure. Here- 
upon the lieutenant of Ba/ra came to pay me a viſit, 
ſaying, he was come to demand where the treaſure 
lay that ſupported me in ſo great magnificence. I 
was ſhocked at this ſpeech, and made him no Reply. 
He judged rightly, from ſeeing my confuſion, that the 
rumour ſpread of me was not groundleſs. But inſtead 
of preſſing me to diſcover it, ſaid, Signior Aboulca/em, 
I exerciſe my office with judgment ; make me a pre- 
ſent worth my acceptance, and I'll give you no more 
trouble. How much will content you, replied I, ten 
ſequins of gold paid me daily, ſays he. I anſwered, 
that is too little, I will give you one hundred. Call 
every day, and my treaſurer ſhall count them to you. 
The lieutenant overjoy'd, cried out, I wiſh you had 
found a thouſand times more: I promiſe never more 
to moleſt you. I advanced a conſiderable Sum, and 


he departed. 


Soon after the viſier Aboul/atah Waſchy ſent for me, 
and taking me into his cloſet, ſaid, O young man, I 
am informed that you have found a great treaſure, 
one fifth of which belongs to God, and you muſt give 
it to the king. Pay that down, and you ſhall remain 
in peaceable poſſeſſion of the other four. I anſwered, 
I own I have found a treaſure, but by the great God 
who created us both, I will never tell where it is, tho“ 
I were torn to pieces. But I will oblige myſelf to 
give you every day a thouſand ſequins, provided you 
will give me no diſturbance. He complied as readily 
as the lieutenant, and ſent a ſervant, to whom I paid 

thirty 


cauſes me great anxiety, I. cannot comply with it, but 
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thirty thouſand ſequins for the firſt month. The viſier, 
fearing, I believe, leſ what had paſſed, might come 
to the ears of the king, choſe to tell him the ſtory him- 
ſelf. The king ſent for me, and with a ſmiling Coun- 
tenance ſaid, O young man ! why will you not ſhew 
me your treaſure ? Do you think I ſhall rob you of 
it? Long may your majeſty live, anſwered I. But as 
for my treaſure, tho' my fleſh were to be torn off with 
hot pincers I will not diſcover it. I will pay your 
majeſty two thouſand ſequins of gold every day, if you 
will accept of them. If you judge it more for your 
intereſt to put me to death, I am ready to ſuffer all 
the torments you can inflit rather than ſatisfy your 
curioſity. On ſpeaking theſe words, the king looking 
at the viſier aſked his opinion, who anſwered, Sir, this 
is a treaſure of itſelf, let him live in his preſent mag- 
nificence, if he is punctual in his payments. His ma- 
jeſty followed the viſier's advice, and after ſeveral 
careſſes, let me depart. By theſe agreements I con- 
tinued to pay every year more than one million and: 
ſixty thouſand ſequins of gold. 


Wren the young man had made an end of relating 
his adventures, the califf having an ardent defire to 
ſee the treaſures, ſaid, It ſeems to me impoſſible there 
ſhould be treaſures enough to ſupport your. generous 
way of life. If it be not too great a requeſt to make, 
I ſhould deſire a fight of that which is your poſſeſſion, 
on giving my word and ſolemn oath, that I will not 
abuſe the truſt you place in me. Aboulca/em,. with ſor- 
row in. his countenance, replied, Sir, your: curioſity. 


pon 
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upon ſuch conditions as will ſeem to you very ſevere. 
Be what they will replies the califf, i'll ſubmit to them. 
You muſt be content then to let me conduct you hood - 
winked and unarmed, with a drawn ſcimeter in my 
hand, to give you a mortal wound, if you offer to vio- 
late the laws of hoſpitality. Let me intreat you then, 
ſays the califf, to let us go inſtantly. I cannot com- 
ply with that, anſwers the young man. Stay with me 
this night, and when all my domeſticks are aſleep, I 
will come to your apartment, and accompany you. 
This ſaid, he called for his ſervants, and led the 
prince to a magnificent chamber, by the light of a 
great number of tapers, which were carried by ſlaves 
in golden candleſticks. The ſlaves undreſſed the em- 
peror, and retired, after they had placed the tapers 
at the head and feet of the bed, which being made of 
perfumed wax, cauſed an agreeable ſmell. 


HAROUN, big with the expectation of being 
called by his hoſt, could get no reſt ; he came to him 
about midnight, when all his domeſticks were faſt 
aſleep, and ſaid, Sir, I am now ready to wait upon 
you. Let us go then, ſays the califf, riſtng. I am 
ready to follow you, and F ſwear by heaven and earth, 
that you ſhall never have cauſe to repent of your civi- 
lity. He helped the prince to put on his clothes, 
then tying a bandage over his eyes, ſaid, Your beha- 
viour ſhews you to be a perſon of ſome rank, and 
I am forry to uſe you in this manner. The emperor 
interrupting him, anſwered, I approve your Precau- 
tions, and take nothing amiſs. Now Aboulcaſem led 
him down a back ſtair caſe into a garden of vaſt ex- 
: tent, 
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tent, and paſſing thro” ſeveral ſerpentine walks, they 
went down where the treaſure lay concealed. It was 
a large vault, whoſe entrance was covered with one 
entire ſtone. Before they came to it, they went down 
a long dark paſſage, at the far end of which was a 
large hall, that ſhone like carbuncles. In the middle 
of this room the young man took the bandage off the 
califf's eyes, who was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at what 
he beheld. Near him ſtood a baſon of white marble, 
which was fifty feet round, and thirty deep ; it was 
full of wedges of gold, and round about it roſe twelve 
pillars of the ſame metal; upon which were placed 
twelve ſtatues of precious ſtones, curiouſly wrought, 


4A BOULCASEM led the prince up to the 
baſon, ſaying, Look at this quantity of gold. It has 
not yet ſunk two inches. Can you. imagine that I can 
waſte all this during my life. Haren, pauſed a while, 
and anſwered ; Theſe riches are immenſe, but you may 
conſume them. When I have emptied this, ſays 
Aboulcaſem, I'll have recourſe to what I ſhall carry 
you to next. Then leading him onward into another 
hall more amazing than the firſt, he ſhewed him ſeve- 
ral ſoffa's of ſcarlet. brocade, ſet with an infinite num- 
ber of pearls and diamonds. Here ſtood another baſon 
of marble, tho' neither ſo deep nor fo wide as the 
firſt, which was full of rubies, of topazes, of emeralds, 
and all. kinds of precious ſtones. The califf could 
ſcarcely perſuade himſelf that he was awake; this 
appeared to bim a piece of deluſion. While he was 
gazing on this beautiful ſcene, the young man bid him 
look at two perſons upon a throne of gold, who, be 
informed 
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informed him, were the original proprietors of all the 


treaſures, ſaying, Theſe were a king and queen ; on 
whoſe heads were crowns adorned with diamonds. 
The ſtatuary had wrought them ſo well, they ſeemed 
fill alive, and lay at full length, with their heads in- 
elining to each other: a table of ebony ſtood at their 
feet, upon which the following words were very legi- 
ble. During the courſe of a long life, I amaſſed 
« together all the wealth that is here laid up. I 
*« took, and ranſacked ſeveral towns and caftles. I 
« conquered kingdoms, and defeated all my enemies. 
J was the moſt powerful monarch upon earth. But 
« my power, grandeur, and opulence, at laſt yielded 
« to death. Whoever ſhall ſee me in the condition I 
% now am, let him reflect that I once was living 
4 like himſelf ; and that he will one day die, and be 
« like me. Let him not fear that this treaſure will 
« fail. It is inexhauſtible. Let him make uſe of it 
4 to acquire friends, and to lead an agreeable life. 
« For when his hour cometh, his riches cannot ſave 
« him from the common fate of all mankind.” 


Warn Harown had read this inſcription, he ſaid to 
the young man, You judge right. Live as you do. 
The old merchant's advice is not to be regarded: but, 
added he, What king was it that poſſeſſed theſe im- 
menſe riches, the inſcription does not. inform me ; 
F ſhould be glad to know his name. To this the 
young man made no reply ; but took him inſtantly 


into another hell, in which were many things of great 


value ; and among others, ſeveral trees like that of 
which he. had made him a preſent. The prince would 
| | willingly 
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willingly have ſpent the whole night in examining 
theſe ſubterraneous curioſities ; but Aboulcaſem fear. 
ing to be obſerved by ſome of his ſervants, defired 
Haroin to return before day, in the ſame manner he 
came. 


They accordingly eroſſed over the garden, and went 
up the back ſtairs to the chamber where the empe- 
ror had lain. The tapers were ſtill burning, and they 
converſed together till fun riſing. When I conſider 
what I have ſeen, ſays Haroun, I doubt not but you 
have in your houſe the moſt beautiful women of the 
eaſt. Sir, replies the young man, I have ſlaves of 
more than ordinary beauty, but cannot love one of 
them. My dear Dardane engroſſes all my affections. 
I reaſon with myſelf, and ſay ſhe is dead; I ought 
to think of her no more : but her lovely image is 
always before my eyes; for her ſake I am miſerable 
in the midſt of opulence, and diſſatisfied with all this 
profuſion. I had rather enjoy my Dardan? in a cot- 
tage, than live without her in a palace. Haren 
admiring his conſtancy, adviſed him to uſe his utmoſt 
endeavours to conquer ſo vain a paſſion ; returned him 
thanks afreſh for all favours received, then went to the 
inn, and began his journey home to Bagdad, with the 
preſents he had received from Abculcaſem. 
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SSL 


ABOULFATAH's Treachery. 


WO days after the prince's departure, Aboul- 

fatah having advice of the magnificent preſents 
which Abou/caſem daily made to ſtrangers, and at the 
ſame time being aſtoniſhed at the punctual payments 
of the ſeveral ſums to him, the lieutenant, and the 
king, reſolved to ſpare no pains to find out this in- 
exhauſtible treaſure. He was one of thoſe wicked 
miniſters who ſtick at no crime to accompliſh their 
deſign ; and having a daughter of about eighteen years 
of age, exceeeding beautiful, whoſe name was Balli, 
he determined to make her a ſacrifice to his avarice. 
She had a heart diſpoſed to every virtue, and prince 
4h, the king of Baſra's nephew, having demanded 
her of her father, and, loving her to diſtraction, was 
to marry her as ſoon as affairs would permit. 


ABOULFATAH order'd her to come to him into 
his cloſet, and ſaid to her, Daughter, you muſt deck 
yourſelf out in your beſt Apparel, and go this Night 
to Aboulcaſem. Make it your buſineſs to pleaſe the 
young man ; uſe every artifice to captivate him, that 
he may diſcover to you the treaſure he has found. 
Balkis, confounded at this diſcourfe, with. indignant 
looks, ſhewed how much her ſoul abhorred the 
treachery ; ſaid, Sir, do you conſider to what dangers 
you expoſe your daughter. Think - of her diſgrace. 
| Reſie c 
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Reflect upon your own honour. Be filent, replies the 
viſier, no force of reaſon ſhall alter my reſolution; 
you ſhall obey. Here young Balkis burſt into tears, 
and cried out, My dear father ! ſtifle this your paſſion 
of avarice, which goads you on, to rob an innocent 
perſon of that which you have no right to. Inſolent 
girl! ſays the viſier, does it become you to judge of 
your father's actions. Say no more; and I ſwear, if 
you come away without ſeeing his treaſure, I'll plunge 
this dagger into your heart. Ba/k:s finding ſhe muſt 
enter upon this dangerous enterprize, retired to her 
chamber, dreſſed herſelf richly in cloth of gold and 
jewels ; but took no care to difplay her charms to ad- 
vantage; which was indeed uſeleſs, 


Wu it was dark, and Aboul/atah imagined it 
was time for his daughter to go to Aboulcaſem, he con- 
ducted her to the door very privately, and there left 
her, after having repeated, I will certainly kill you, 
if you do not execute the commiſſion with which you 
are charged. She knocked, and defired to ſpeak with 
the young man. The door was inſtantly opened : a 
flave led her into a hall, where his maſter was laid 
upon a great ſofa, regretting the loſs of Dardand. As 
ſoon as Balkis appeared, he roſe to receive her, made 
his compliments, and obliged her to fit down upon the 
ſame ſofa, where he aſked the reaſon of her condeſcen- 
tion to pay him a viſit. She replied, Having heard, 
Sir, that you are a gallant young man, I come to be 
merry with you. She immediately took off her veil, 
and notwithſtanding his indifference, he could. not re- 
ſiſt the force of her beauty. Fair lady, ſays he, I 

thank 
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thank my ſtars ſor this fortunate adventure. Supper 
coming on, they both went into another room, and 
ſeating themſelves at a table, furniſhed with meats of 
all kinds, Monlcaſem made all the attendants withdraw, 
that no one ſhould know who the lady was. He wait- 
ed upon her himſelf, filled her wine in a cup ſet round 
with diamonds and rubies. The more he looked upon 
her, the more he liked her. He converſed with her, 
and the lady, whoſe wit was brilliant as her beauty, 
anſwered him with ſuch life and ſpirit, that he became 
a victim to her altar; and when ſupper was over, he 
threw himſelf at her feet, and ſaid, Madam, if your 
eyes at firſt wounded me, your diſcourſe has made an 
entire conqueſt, 


Tus ſaid, he kiſſed the hand of Balli: ſo ardently, 
that ſhe fearing herſelf in danger, turned pale as death, 
ſcarce able to ſupport herſelf, tears on a ſudden flowed 
down her cheeks, What has befallen you, Madam, 
fays Aboulcaſem ? Whence proceeds your grief. Am 
J wretched enough to have ſaid, to have done any 
thing that could diſpleaſe you? Tell me what has oc- 
caſioned this ſtrange metamorphoſis ? Ba/ki; anſwered, 
I have already carried the defign too far. Perfidy, 
grief, fear, and modeſty, are fighting within me: I 
am not able to bear up againſt them. Speak I muft. 
Know, Sir, I am a young lady of quality ; my father 
knows you have hidden treaſure, and obliged me, on 
pain of death, to diſcover where it was concealed. 
Conſider, Sir, I have a prince for my lover, whom I 
am paſſionately fond of, and to whom I ſpeedily expe& 
to be joined in marriage; which induces me to beli | 
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the action, impoſed on me by my father's command, 
is to you deteſtable. I came hither with great reluc- 
tance, which nothing but the fear of death could ſur-- 
mount. Madam, replied the young man, you ſhall 
never have cauſe to repent your opening your mind to 
me. You ſhall not die. You ſhall ſee my treaſure. 
And what impreflions ſoever your beauty may have 
made upon me, I readily relinquiſh all the hopes I had 
entertained, ſince they give you uneafineſs. Without 
a bluſh, Madam, revifit the happy lover, for whom 
you preſerve yourſelf, and afflit yourſelf no longer. 
Balkis -anſwer'd, Sir, it is not without reaſon you are 
accounted the moſt magnanimous of men. I have 
experienced your generoſity, and ſhall never be at 


eaſe, till I have found out a method to retalliate your 
favours. | 


ArrER this, 4beukaſem conducted the lady into 
the ſame room where the califf had lain before, and 
continued there with her till the houſe was filent, 
Then having tied a bandage over her eyes, ſaid, Ma- 
dam, I muſt be thus free with you, for I cannot ſhew 
my treaſure upon any other condition. Do what you 
pleaſe, ſaid ſhe, I put my truſt in you, and will follow 
where-ever you lead me. Aboulcaſem taking her by 
the hand, led her down the Back-ftairs into the garden, 
and bringing her to the vault under-ground, unco- 
vered her eyes. Every object ſhe ſaw, raiſed her 
amazement : but what chiefly attracted her eye, were 
the original owners of the treaſure. She read the in- 
ſcription, and obſerving there was about the neck of 
the queen, a necklace of pearls, about the ſize of a 

pidgeon's 
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pidgeon's egg, ſhe could not forbear expreſſing her 


inclination towards it. Aboulcaſem immediately took 


it off, and tied it round the neck of the princeſs, be- 
cauſe her father, by this means, might be convinced, 


that ſhe had ſeen the treaſure ; and as a further proof 


of it, bid her take ſome of the beſt jewels home with 
her alſo. While ſhe was amuſing herſelf with the va- 
riety of wonders ſhe ſaw under-ground, he put the 
bandage upon her eyes again, and led her back into a 
hall, where they talked together till day-light. The 
lady having again renewed her aſſurances, that ſhe 
would never forget his generoſity, took her leave, and 
gave an account of what had paſſed to her father. 


Taz viſier, kept awake by avarice, waited his 
daughter's return with impatience. But when he faw 
her return with the necklace, and when ſhe ſhewed 
him the jewels, his heart leaped with joy. Well, 
daughter, ſaid he, and have you ſeen the treaſure ? 
Yes, Sir, replies Ba/kis, and to give you a juſt idea of 
it ; I muſt inform you, that if all the kings of the 
earth ſhould bring their riches together, they could 
not equal it. She then told him of the young man's 
generoſity. and politeneſs. He was not at all taken 
with his virtue. He would much rather his daughter 
had been diſhonoured, than not to have known where 
the treaſure was concealed, 
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GTATAR reſtored. 


URING theſe tranſactions Harun was on his 
journey towards Bagdad. As ſoon as he entered 

his palace, he ſent for Giafar, told him the particulars 
of his journey, and ſaid, Thou knoweſt an emperor 
ſhould never be outdone in courteſy. Should I return 
to Aboulcaſem the moſt valuable things in my treaſury, 
they would fall far ſhort of the preſents he has made 
me. What ſhall I do to requite his generoſity ? Sir, 
ſays Giafar, if you will be adviſed by me, you ſhall 
write this very day to the king of Baſra, and order 
him to reſign his government to young Aboulcaſem. 
Diſpatch the courier immediately, and in a few days 
I will follow, and give your Credentials to the new 
king. The king highly approved his advice, and ſaid 
to the miniſter, This will be a means to gratify Abou 
caſem, and at the ſame time to do juſtice upon the king 
of Baſra, and his vizier, who have concealed from me 
the great ſums they have drawn from him. They 
have done violence to him, and are not worthy of the 
employments they hold. He accordingly wrote im- 
mediately to the king of Baſra, and ſent away the 
courier ; then went to Zobeide's apartment, to acquaint 
her with the ſucceſs of his journey, and to make her 
a preſent of the little page and the tree, with the pea- 
cock. He alſo gave her the damſel, whom Zobeide 
thought 
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thought ſo very charming, that ſhe ſmiling ſaid to the 
emperor, She preferred this beautiful ſlave to all his 
.Other preſents ; the prince kept the cup only for him- 
ſelf. All the reſt of the things he gave to Giafar, and 
ordered him to be ready for his journey in a few 
days. 


Wuazn the courier arrived at Baſra, he inſtantly de- 
livered his diſpatches to the king, who was very diſ- 
conſolate on the peruſing them; and ſoon after ſhewed 
them to the viſier. What fatal orders, ſays he, have 
I received from the commander of the faithful ; may I 
obey them! You may, ſays Aboulfatah, get over this 


trouble. Aboulcaſem muſt be ruined, without taking 


away his life. I will make every ſoul in the city be- 
lieve he is dead, and keep him concealed, ſo as he 
ſhall never be diſcovered ; by which means you may 


continue on the throne, and get all his riches into 


your own poſſeſſion: for when I have him in my 
power, I will inflict ſuch puniſhments upon him, as 
ſhall oblige him to diſcover the hidden treaſure. Do 
as you will, ſays the king, but what anſwer ſhall 
we ſend to the califf ? Leave that to me, replies the 
viſier ; the commander of the faithful ſhall be yes in 


ignorance, as well as the reſt of the world. 


ABOULFATAH engaged ſome courtiers, who 
knew not his intention, to accompany him on a viſit 
to Abaulcaſem. He received them according to their 
quality, and entertained them magnificently. He ſeat- 


ed the viſier in the place of honour, and paid him all 


imaginable reſpect. While they were all at table over 
exquiſite 
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exquiſite wine, the traitor Abou/fatah watched his op- 
portunity to convey into the cup of Aboulcaſem, a 
powder, which took away his ſenſes in an inſtant, and 
threw him into a lethargy, that made him appear like 
a dead corps. 


. 
the ſigns of death upon him, they laid him on a ſofa, 
and the houſe was all in tears. All the gueſts were 
ſtruck with horror, and even Abou/fatah counterfeited 
an immoderate grief. He tore his garments, and the 
whole Company followed his example. After this he 
ordered a coffin to be made of ivory and ebony; then 
ſeized upon all his effects for the uſe of the king. All 
perſons of both ſexes in the city put on deep mourn- 
ing, and came before the gates of his houſe, with their 
heads uncovered, and their feet bare. There was no- 
thing but cries and lamentations heard in the ftreets. 
The rich and poor were alike concerned in his death , 
the firſt loſt a friend, the laſt a benefactor, whoſe cha- 
rity never ceaſed ; fo that his death cauſed an uni- 
verſal grief. 


Tux wretched Aboulcaſem was put into a coffin, and 
by order of Aboulfatah, was carried out of the city to 
a burying-ground, where there was ſeveral large tombs 
and monuments ; particularly one very magnificent, in 
which the viſier's father and his family were depoſited. 
In this monument the coffin was laid, and the perfi- 
dious 4boulfatah ſmote his breaſt, and mimiked all the 
actions of a man diſtracted with grief and deſpair. 
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Tae people all returned to the city when night ap- 
proached ; but the viſier and two of his ſlaves re- 
mained in the monument. They made a fire, heated 
ſome water over it in a filver baſon, and, taking Aboul- 
caſem out of the coffin, with this warm water chafed 
his body. In a ſhort time he began to recover his 
ſenſes, and recollecting Abou/fatah, ſaid, Ah ! Sir, where 
are we? To what a wretched condition am I reduced ? 
Wretch as thou art, replied the minifter, it was I that 


brought you hither, to have you in my power ; and I 


will invent new puniſhments to inflit upon you every 
day, except you diſcover to me the hidden treaſure. I 
am in your power, anſwers Aboulca/em ; do with me 
as you pleaſe ; but I will never tell you where my 
treaſure lies. 


SCARCE had Aboulfatah made an end of ſpeaking, 
before he commanded his ſlaves to hold faſt the pri- 
ſoner, while he drew out from under his robes, a 
ſcourge made of thongs, cut from a lion's hide, with 
which he laſhed him with ſo much violence, that the 
young man fainted away. The viſier ſeeing this, or- 
der'd him to be put again into the coffin, and then, 
locking the door of the monument, retired. On the 
morrow he went to the king, ſaying, Yeſterday, Sir, 
I put the courage of {boulca/em to the proof, tho" he 
ſtill remains obſtinate; I believe he will not long be 
able to endure the torments I have prepared. The 
prince, who was altogether as cruel as his miniſter, re- 
plied, Your Conduct has given me great ſatisfaction: I 
hope you will ſoon be enabled to make the diſcovery, 
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The courier muſt be inſtantly ſent back; What ſhall 
we write to the calif ? Write him word, ſays Aboul- 


fatah, That Aboulcaſem was ſo tranſported with joy on 


receiving his meſſage, that he made an extravagant 
entertainment, and died with exceſs of wine. The 
king approving his advice, inſtantly diſpatched the 
courier to the commander of the faithful. Aboulfatah 
now flattering himſelf that the young man would cer- 
tainly make the diſcovery, went his way to torment 
him afreſh ; but, coming to the monument, was fur- 
prized to find the door open, and Abou/ca/em fled. He 
haftened to the king, and told him what had happened. 
The prince, ſtruck with a panic, ſaid, O Waſchy / 
what ſhall we do ? The young man has eſcaped, he will 
go directly to Bagdad, and there make his complaint 
to the califf. 


ABOULFATAH, in the greateſt diſtreſs imagin- 
able, ſaid, Oh ! that I had killed him Yeſterday. How- 
ever, let us not deſpair ; tho” he has taken his flight, 
he caunot be gone far. Let us make diligent ſearch 
thro' the city and parts adjacent, and I hope we ſhall 
find him. He accordingly aſſembled the ſoldiers, di- 
vided them into bodies, put himſelf at the head of 
chem, and ſtrictly ſearched the country round. While 
they were in queſt of Aboulcaſem in the villages, woods, 
and mountains, the viſier Giafar, now on the road, 
met the courier, who ſaid to him, "Tis to no purpoſe, 
Sir, to go to Baſra, for the young man is dead, and 
buried two days ago. Giafar, who had promiſed him. 
ſelf the pleaſure of preſenting the new king with his 
credentials, was extremely afflicted. His eyes ran 
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down with tears, and, thinking it needleſs to continue 
his journey, returned back to Bagdad. 


Urox his arrival, he accompanied the coutier to the 
palace. Ah! Giafar ſays the emperor, your ſpeedy 
return forebodes ſome ill tidings. Commander of the 
faithful, replies the viſier, Aboulcaſem is dead. 


Wu Harun heard this, he caſt himſelf from the 
throne, and there remained for ſome time, without any 


ſign of life. On his recovery, he caſt his eyes about 


for the courier, and demanded his diſpatches. 'The 
prince peruſed them with great attention, ſhut himſelf 
up in his cloſet with Giafar, and having ſhewed him 
the letter from the king of Baſra, ſaid, This does not 
ſeem very probable ; I fear he and 4boulfatah have put 
the young man to death. Grafar was of the ſame opi- 
nion, and anſwered, Sir, I think it adviſeable to put 
the king and his miniſter under an arreſt. Then 
replied Haroun, take ten thouſand of my horſemen, 
march directly to Baſra, ſeize the two criminals, and 
bring them to me. I will avenge the death of the 


moſt generous of all mankind, Giafar obeyed, and 
marched to Baſra with theſe forces. 


CCC 
ABOULCASEM'S e/cape, and Balkis's gratitude. 


E T us now return to the young man. After he 
had remained a long time inſenſible, and began 

to revive he perceived ſomebody taking him out of 
| the 


* 
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the coffin, and laying him upon the ground, imagin- 
ing it was Aboulfatah, or ſome of his ſlaves, he cried 
out, Spare your vain tortures, all you can do ſhall ne- 


ver oblige me to diſcloſe the ſecret. Fear not, an- 


ſwer'd one of them who aſſiſted in taking him out, we 
come to deliver you. Hereupon the young man open- 
ed his eyes, and ſeeing the young lady to whom he 
had ſhewn his treaſure, ſaid, Madam, is it to you I 
ſtand indebted for my life? Yes, fir, replied the, it is 
to me and prince 4ly my lover, who ſtands by me 
here. I acquainted him with your generoſity, and he 
was deſirous, at my requeſt, to preſerve you from per- 
dition. It is true, ſays the prince, and I would hazard 
my life a thouſand times ſooner than ſo great a man 
ihould ſuffer death. 


A BOULCASEM, by virtue of ſome cordial to 
him adminiſtred, having recovered ſtrength, and find- 


ing himſelf alive, Ballis addreſſed herſelf to him in the 


following manner: Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am the daughter of 
the viſier, and was not deceived with the falſe report 
of your death. I gueſſed my father's deſign, and pre- 
vailed with one of his ſlaves to let me into the ſecret. 
He was one of the two that attended 4boulfatah, and 
has the key of the monument in his poſſeſſion. He de- 
livered it to me: I inſtantly told prince 4g of it, who 
as inſtantly, with ſome of his moſt truſty ſervants, ac- 
companied me hither; and thanks to heaven, we have 
reſcued you. mT 


Great God ! ſays the young man, is it poſſible that 
hard-hearted man ſhould have a daughter endued with 
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ſach humanity ! Here prince 4% interrupted him, Say- 
ing, We-have no time to ſpare, Sir, when the vifier 
finds you not in the monument to-morrow, he will 
make diligent ſearch after you ; I therefore will con- 
duct you to my houſe, which is a place of ſafety ; you 
can never be ſuſpected of being there. Aboulcaſem diſ- 
guiſe yourſelf in the habit of a ſlave, and go along 
with us. After this they left the door of the monu- 
ment open, and returned into the city. Balkis went 
home, and delivered the key to the ſlave, while 40 
conducted the young man to his houſe, and concealed 
him ſo arcfully, that no enemy could approach his 
preſence, Here he remained till the king and the 
viſier had given him over for loſt. Prince 49h, now 
furniſhing him with gold and jewels, mounted him 
upon a fine horſe, and bid him go where-ever he 
pleaſed. Aboulcaſem returned him thanks for his kind- 
neſs, aſſured him of a prateful remembrance, and after 
mutual embraces they parted, the prince praying 
heaven to be his guide. The young man took the 
road to Bagdad, and arrived there in a few days, 
Here his only buſineſs was to find out the merchant 
whom he had entertained at Baſra, and to tell him 
the Hardſhips he had undergone. Not being able to 
find him out, he ran over the whole city, examined 
every face he met to no purpoſe, Weary with wan- 
dering to and fro, he ſat down to reſt before the califfs 
palace. The little page, whom he had made a pre- 
ſent of to this prince, ſtanding at the window, hap- 
pened to ſee him, and ran to the emperor, crying, Sir, 
J have juſt now ſeen my old maſter of Ba/ra. Haroua 
an{wcred, Thou art miſtaken, Thou haſt taken ſome 


other 
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other perſon for him. He is not alive. No, no, 
Commander of the Faithful, added he, I know him 
well, and am certain it is the very gentleman. Tho' 
the califf did not believe the child, he determined to 
examine into the matter, and ſent one of his officers 
with the lad, to ſee if the man was the real Aboulcaſem. 


He fat in the ſame place, in hopes of catching the 
little page looking out again, who being now fully 
convinced, that it was his old Maſter, threw himſelf at 
his feet. Aboulcaſem, raiſing him, aſked if he had the 
honour to belong to the califf. Sir, ſays the child, it 
was the commander of the faithful himſelf you enter- 
tained at Baſra. It was to him you gave me. Come 
along with me, the emperor will be glad to ſee you. 
The young man was exceedingly ſurprized, but at laſt 
agreed to go with the page and the officer into the 
palace, who conducted him to Harown. The prince 
was fitting upon a ſofa, but being greatly moved at 
the Sight of Aboulcaſem, roſe haſtily from his ſeat, and 
held him faſt in his arms, not being able to ſpeak thro 
exceſs of joy. 


Wren he was recovered from the tranſports with 
which ſuch an unexpected fight occaſioned, he ſaid to 
him, O young man |! lift up thine eyes, and view thy 
happy gueſt. It was me thou mad'ſt ſo welcome at 
Baſra. It was me to whom thou gaveſt preſents which 
kings cannot equal. Aboulcaſem, now lifting up his 
eyes, remember'd him. Ol my ſovereign lord and 
maſter ! crys he; O monarch of the world! Was it 
you that came under the roof of your ſlave ! This ſaid, 
he caſt himſelf on the floor at the emperor's feet, who 
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raiſed him, and made him fit by him on the ſofa. Is 
it poſſible, ſaid the prince, that you are ſtill alive 
How comes this to paſs ? Aboulcaſem related to him 
the treachery of Mboulfatah, and by what means he 
had eſcapad his fury. Harein liſtened to his ſtory 
with attention, and when it was ended, ſaid, I have 
been the cauſe of your laſt misfortune. When I re- 
turned to Bagdad, I was at a loſs how to return my 
obligations to you. To this purpoſe I ſent a courier 
to Baſra, demanding the king to reſign his crown to 
you. He, inſtead of obeying my orders, refolved to 
take away your life. This, you may be aſſured was 
Aboulfatah's intention. The hopes of forcing you by 
torture to diſcover your treaſure, were the only reaſons 
for prolonging your life. But you ſhall be avenged. 
G:afar is marching with a large body of my troops to 
Baſra ; he ſhall, by my order, feize your perſecutors, 
and bring them hither. In the mean time, you ſhall 
ſtay here, and be ſerved by my officers like my- 
ſelF. g 


H now took the young man by the hand into a 
garden abounding with moſt beautiful flowers. Here 
were ſeveral baſons of marble, of porphiry, and jaſ- 
par, wherein there was numbers of the very beſt ſpecies 
of fiſhes. In the middle of the garden ftood twelve 
Pillars of black marble, which ſupported a dome, 
whofe infide was vaulted with ſantal, and wood of 
aloes ; and formed an aviary, inhabited by the choiceft 
ſinging Birds, who filled the ambient air with great 
variety of melody. Under this dome were the baths 
of Haroun Arraſchid, where the prince and his gueſts 
: waſhed 
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waſhed themſelves. Orc ers were now given to clothe 
Aboulcaſem in the richeſt garments, and the califf con- 

ducted him to a room, where he obliged him to fit 
down and eat at his own table. After they had plen- 
tifully regaled themſelves with ſoops and wine, the 
emperor led Aloulcaſem to Zobeide's apartment. She 
was there ſitting upon a throne of gold, attended by 
all her ſlaves. They were all taken up with a parti- 
cular damſel, who far ſurpaſſed the reſt in beauty, and 
ſung an air to the following purpoſe : ©* That we ſhould 
* love but once ; but that ave ſhould continue to luce as 
* long as te live.” While ſhe ſung, the damſel, 
whom the young man had given to the califf, play d 
upon the lute. As ſoon as the empreſs perceived the 
prince and Aboulcaſem, ſhe deſcended from the throne 
to receive them. Madam, fays Harman, I am come to 
ſhew to you my hot of B. The young man im- 
mediately proſtrated himſelf before her. While he 
continued in that poſture, a ſudden noiſe was heard 
among the ſlaves ; and ſhe, who had juſt ended fing- 
ing, caſting her eyes upon Alculcaſem, gave a ſcrick, 
and Rinted away. 

HAROQUN and Zobeide turning towards the ſlave, 
the young man raiſed himſelf up, looked at her alſo, 
and fainted away immediately. The califf, willing to 
aſſiſt him, took him up in his arms, and ſoon brought 
him to himſelf. As ſoon as he recover'd his ſenſes, he 
ſaid, O commander of the faithful ! you have already 
heard of my adventures at Cairo. This is the flave 
that was thrown with me into the Nile. This is Dar- 
dane I Is it poſſible, ſays Haren! heaven be praiſed 
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for ſo happy an event! Dardane, by this time, having 
regained the uſe of her ſenſes, would have thrown her- 
ſelf at the feet of the califf, which he prevented, by 
aſking by what miracle ſhe was preſerved alive, after 
ſhe had been plunged into the Nile. 


* NN e N Y N PWR 


DaRDANE's eſcape. 


OMMANDER of the faithful, ſaid the, I fell 


into the net of a fiſherman, who was at that 


inſtant drawing it out of the water. Much ſurpri- 
zed on ſeeing what he had taken, he took me home, 
and in ſome hours reſtored me to myſelf. When I 
gave him a true account of what had befel me, he 
trembled for fear, left the ſultan of Egypt ſhould be 
informed of my delivery from death. Thinking his 
own life in danger, for preſerving me, he took the 
firſt opportunity of ſelling me to a merchant of flaves, 
who was coming to Bagdad. The merchant preſented 
me to the princeſs Zobeide, who paid him his price. 
While Dardane was ſpeaking, Haroun fixed his eyes 
upon her, and obſerving her uncommon beauty, cry d 
out, Aboulcaſem, I no longer wonder that you have fo 
long the memory of ſo beautiful a creature ! I render 
thanks to heaven, for giving me an opportunity of 
paying my obligations to you. Dardan? is free from 
this moment. I believe, Madam, continued he, turn- 
ing to the empreſs, you are not unwilling to fet her 

at 
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at liberty. No, replies ſhe, I rejoice at it, and wiſh 
the e 
after their former miſhaps. 


Tuts is not all, replied Haroun, their marriage 
ſhall be conſummated in my palace, and there ſhall be 
public rejoycings for three days in Bagdad. I cannot 
do too much honour to my hoſt of Baſra. Aboulca- 
/em, throwing himſelf at the emperor's feet, replied, 
As you are, fir, ſuperior to all other princes by your 
rank ; ſo are you alſo in your generoſity. Give me 
leave, fir, to tell you where my treaſure is, that I may 


this day put it into your poſſeſſion. By no means, re- 


plies the califf, enjoy it yourſelf in peace, I aſk not 
ſo much as is my right; live and make uſe of it as 
you did formerly. 


Now Zebeide aſked Aboulcaſem and Dardane to en- 
tertain her with their adventures, and afterwards or- 
der'd them to be written down in letters of gold. In 
the mean time Haroun gave orders for the celebration 
of their nuptials with extraordinary pomp. The pub- 
lic rejoycings were not ended when the viſier Giafar 
returned with the viſier 4bou/fatah in bonds. As for 
the king of Baſra, he died with grief, on their not be- 

ing able to find Abou/caſem. 


GIAFAR having given an account of his com- 
miſſion to his maſter, there was a ſcaffold order'd to 
be ereted before the palace, and the wicked 4bou!- 
fatah was condemned to mount it. All the people, 
who knew his crime, cried out with impatience 
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for his execution. And now the executioner 
ſtood with his ſabre ready to ſtrike off the head 
of the delinquent; when Aboulcaſem falling proſtrate 
before him, ſaid, O commander of the faithful ! let 
the wicked Abou/fatah live. Let him be an eye-witneſs 
of my happineſs, ſee the favours you heap upon me, 
and he will be ſufficiently puniſhed. 


On! too generous Aboulcaſem, cries the emperor ; 
How well do you deſerve a crown ? How happy will 
the people of Baſra be to have you for their king? 
Sir, fays the young man, I have yet one favour to 
ak. The throne you deſign for me, may I preſume 
to beg it for prince A; Let him reign with the lady 
who delivered me from the cruelty of her father. 
While I am bleſſed with your protection, I need no 
crown, and may be envied by the greateſt monarchs. 


To recompence prince Aly for the ſervices he had 
done to Aboulcaſem, the califf ſent him his credentials, 
and conſtituted him king of Baſra : but judging Aboul- 
fatah's crime too heinous to be forgiven, commanded 
| Giafay to ſhut him up in a dark tower during his life. 
When the inhabitants of Bagdad were informed, that 


it was the injured perfon, who begged the life of his 
detrayer, they extolled him to the ſxies. 


A Few days after Aboukaſem returned to Baſra with 
his beloved Dardane, attended by a detachment of the 
califf's guards, and a great number of officers, 
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he Hiſtory of King Ru :ZzvAN SHAD, and 
of the Princeſs CHEHERSTANY. 


UZFVANSCHAD, a king in China, went one 
day a hunting, and happened to meet with a 
white doe, ſpeckled with blue and white ſpots, with 
rings of gold upon her feet, and on her back a yellow 
ſattin, border d round with ſilver embroidery. The 
prince, eager to purſue the game, put his horſe to full 
ipeed, in hopes of taking the doe. But ſhe ran with 
ſuch rapidity, as eluded his purſuit ; and he had loſt 
all thoughts of recovering her again, till ſhe came in 
ſight of him. She repoſed herſelf by the fide of a 
fountain, to reſt from her late fatigue. Upon ſeeing 
her the ſecond time, he put his horſe to full ſpeed ; 
but his endeavours to take her were fruitleſs. The 
doe obſerving him to approach her, riſing lightly, after 
making two or three bounds upon the earth, planged 
herſelf into the water, and diſappeared. 


Taz king of Chiaa inftantly leaped from his horſe, 
and made diligent ſearch after his prey ; but not being 
able to diſcover it, was ftruck with amazement, and 
his vifier, with the other attendants, were no leis ſur- 
prized. The king, after a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, he could 
not imagine that what he ſaw was a real doe, but ra- 
ther a nymph, who in that ſhape made it her delight 

to 
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to delude the hunters. The courtiers were of the 
like opinion. 


RUZYANSCHAD, in the interim, fixed his 
eyes upon the fountain, and ſighed. I am reſolved, 
fays he, to paſs the night here. Curioſity obliges me 
to watch this nymph : I think I ſhall ſee her anon riſe 
out of the water. He accordingly ſent back all his 
retinue excepting the viſier. They laid themſelves 
down upon the graſs, and talked about the white doe 
till night came on; when the king, tired with the 
chaſe, began to want ſleep. Muefin, ſays he, to the 
viſier, do you watch while I go to reſt. Never turn 
your eyes from the fountain, and if any thing happens, 
awaken me. The viſier, much fatigued, began to grow 
drowſy, and ſoon after fell aſleep likewiſe. They 
both chanced to awake at the ſame time; ſtarting 
up at the ſound of a raviſhing harmony, which ſeemed 
at no great diſtance from them, then caſt their eyes 
round, and faw a magnificent palace finely illuminated. 
Magin whiſpers the king, What can this mean? This, 
fir, fays the viſier, is ſomething more than natural ! 
Would to heaven we had abandoned the fountain ! 
This palace is, perhaps, a decoy, made by ſome ma- 
gician to take your. majeſty. Be it what it will, ſays 
the prince, fear not; let us go to it. 


MUESTN, ſeeing his maſter not in the leaſt ter- 


rified, ſaid no more. They both went up to the pa- 


lace, and found the gates open. They entered into a 
large hall floored with China, furniſh'd with ſofa's and 
tapeſtry of gold brocade, perfumed with the choiceſt 

- odours, 


1 I * — — 


* 


* 


Perfan T ALES. 61 


| odours. Seeing no perſon here, they advanced for- 
wards into another, where ſat a young lady upon a 
throne of gold, covered with jewels. She was of a 
ſurpaſſing beauty, and ſeemed attentive to fifty or fixty 
damſels, ſome of whom were ſinging, and others play- 
ing upon the lute. Their habits were roſe-colour'd 
taffata, thick ſown with pearls, and they ſtood before 
the throne. Ruzwanſ/chad, tho' tranſported with the 
muſic, was much more ſo with the lady. When 
the damſels ſaw the prince, the muſic ceaſed. After 
paying his obeyſance, he went into the middle of the 
hall, and thus addreſſed the lady. © O charming 
«« princeſs ! ruler of hearts ! the very fight of whom 
has added to the number of your ſlaves the ſovereign 
% lord of China. May I humbly crave the name of 
*« ſo wonderful a nymph, whoſe beauty is fo irreſiſt- 
% able?” The lady ſmiling, anſwer d: © I am a doe, 
* who lead lyons captive : I am the game which you 
* this day purſued, and which jumped into the foun- 
* tain.” But, Madam, replies the prince, What am I 
to think of this metamorphoſis ? How can I be con- 
vinced that what I now ſee is not a falſe appearance? 
This, fir, replies the lady, is my natural ſhape, which 
I can change when I pleaſe. I ſhew myſelf to men, 
and vaniſh from their ſight. That I may form myſelf 
into what ſhape I will, is a prerogative given to me by 
heaven, even from my birth. 


Tais ſaid, ſhe deſcended from the throne, went to 
the king, took him by the hand, and led him into an 
upper room to a table cover'd with the choiceſt deli- 
cacies, Here ſhe made him and the viſier fit down, 


placing 
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placing herſelf between them. Maca ſuſpected ſome 
ill event; but the king was fo captivated with her 
beauty, that he became incapable of refleftion. He 
would have carved for her, but ſhe refuſed, ſaying, Do 
you two eat, the very ſmell of meat, or perfumes, is 
nouriſhment ſufficient for me and my attendants. 


Waren the prince and his miniſter had done eating, 
two damſels prefented to each of them a cup of agate, 
filled with wine of a purple colour; which was re- 
pleniſhed as ſoon as they drank it. They brought the 
lady wine alſo, but ſhe would not drink it, and only 
ſmelled to it; which had the ſame effect upon her, as 
the liquor itſelf had upon her gueſts. Warmed with 
the liquor, the king ſaid a thouſand paſſionate things 
to her. The lady replied, Tho' you are a being, fir, 


far inferior to mine, I cannot help loving you. To 


let you know the value you ſhould fet upon the con- 
queſt you have made, I am willing to inform you who 
I am. There is an iſland in this ſea called Cheheriftar, 
which is inhabited by genies, and governed by a king 
whoſe name is Menoutcher ; I am his only daughter, 


Tis now three months ſince I left my father's court, 
purely to ſee the different countries inhabited by the 
ſons « f Adam. I like to travel, and have encompaſſed 
the whole world; being now upon my return, I hap- 
den d to ſee you hunting. I gazed upon you, and 
or, ſuodden diſorder within myſelf. My breaſt 
han. . nnd. and, in ſpite of my reaſon, became 
67 247%. : 1;lded to the tender emotions of my 
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heart, which ſtay d me here; and now only ſtudied 
how to make myſelf agreeable to you. For this pur - 
poſe, I took upon me the form of a white doe. You 
purſued me, and when I had thrown myſelf into the 
fountain, you cannot imagine with what pleaſure I 
ſaw you examine the water. I took this for a good 
omen. When I found you reſolved to ſtay there all 
night, I was tranſported at your uneaſineſs. While 
you flept, I raiſed up this palace to receive you. The 
genies that wait on me, built it in an inſtant. She was 
going on when a damſel enter d in great trouble. The 
princeſs obſerving in her looks the ſorrowful news, 
burſt into tears. The prince of China, pierced to the 
heart at her grief, was impatient to know the cauſe of 
it; when the damſel, who was juſt arrived, came up 
to the princeſs, and ſaid; O queen! you know that 
the genies, tho' their term of years is much longer than 
the ſons of Adam, are nevertheleſs ſubject to death. 
You have loſt the king your father, haſten therefore to 
receive the homage of your new ſubjects. The grand 
viſier my father commanded me to bring you with- 
out delay. | 


MAIMONA, anſwers the princeſs, it is enough. 
I will recompenſe your father's zeal, and go with you 
this inſtant. Adieu prince, ſaid ſhe to Ruzwan/chad. 
Then reaching out her hand, he kiſſed it with tranſ- 
port; and ſhe added, I muſt leave you; but be aſ- 
fared, a day will come, when I will meet you again. 
After theſe words ſhe diſappeared. The light of the 
tapers that ſhone in the palace was all gone, and dark- 
neſs enſued, The king and the viſier remained till 


day- 
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day- break, which gave them a freſh ſurprize. They 
fancied themſelves to be ſtill in the palace, but found 
nothing but a barren deſart around, without any ap- 


pearance of a houſe. 
MUE SIN, fays the prince, caſting his eyes about, 


Is this all a dream? No, no, ſays the viſier. The 
lady, we have ſeen, is ſome foul ſorcereſs, who, to in- 


ſpire you with love, has taken the form of a fair 


nymph ; and all thoſe damſels are ſo many demons de- 
voted to her charms. But the king would not be pre- 
vailed upon to forfeit the good opinion he had received 
of the lady. He returned to his palace; refolving to 
keep up a lively and tender remembrance of her. 
And, indeed, he was ſo far from forgetting her, that 
he abandoned all his pleaſure, and took no delight fo 
hunt, but in the place where the white doe was, in ex- 


pectation of ſeeing her again. 


Hz had now loved this lady almoſt a year, and be- 
gan to fear that his love was fixed upon a phantom; 
when he reſolved to travel, in hopes that variety of 
objects might inſenſibly wear out the impreſſion ſhe 
had made upon his mind. He left the management 
of his kingdom to the viſier, and ſet out one night 
by himſelf upon a fine horſe; with a ſaddle and bridle 
covered with gold, and enriched with rubies and eme- 
ralds. His habit was very magnificent, and he girded 
about him a large ſcymetar, in a ſcabbard ſtudded with 
diamonds, 


Havixs 


* 
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Havinxc paſled over his own territories, he arrived 
on the borders of Theber, and made for the capital of 
the kingdom. When he came within two ſhort days 
journey of it, he ſtopped a while ander a tree. Scarce 
was he alighted from his horſe to repoſe himſelf, when 
he perceived a lady under another tree hard-by, who 
ſeemed to be about eighteen years old. She lay upon 
the ground with her head reclined on one hand. By 
the air of her countenance, he thought ſome misfor- 
tune had befallen her; Tho' her garments were torn, 
her beauty appeared, and it was eaſy to ſee that ſhe 
was a perſon of ſome rank. Ruzwvan/chad approaching 
her, offered his aſſiſtance, and aſked who ſhe was. She 

anſwer d, I am the daughter and the wife of a king, 
« and yet I am not what I ſay : ade 
and am. not what I am.” 


Ta king knew not what to 9 
lady, and imagined ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. Madam, 
ſays he, recolle& yourſelf; F will ſerve you as far as 


in my power lies. Sir, ſays ſhe, it is no wonder you 


look upon me as a diſtracted woman. What I told 
you may ſeem to be void of ſenſe ; but you will par- 
don me, when you know my misfortunes, which, in 
return for your generoſity, I will relate. | 
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e of the ai, 
and of the Princeſs of the Naimans. 


AM the only daughter of a king of the Naimazs, 

When he died I was proclaimed queen by the 
general conſent of my ſubjects, tho' but four years old. 
During my minority the government was put into the 
hands of the viſier Aly-Bia-Haytar, who married my 
nurſe, and whoſe capacity was very well known. This 
wiſe miniſter had the care of my education. He in- 
tracted me in the art of government, and when I was 
ahnt ripe to manage it, fortune, who gives and takes 
away crowns as ſhe pleaſes, toſſed me from a throne 
into the moſt wretched condition of life. Prince 
BMoiaffar, my unde on the father's fide, who Was 
thought to have been flain in a battle againſt the Mogo!s, 
came into the country of the Nimmt. Some of the 
grandees who had formerly been in my intereſt, ſe- 
conded his ambition, and raiſed a rebellion which the 
vifier could not quell. * 1 were ſeduced, 
and declared for Moa ac. 


As ſoon as the uſurper was crowned, his chief 


buſineſs was to ſecure my perſon, with intention to kill 


me; but the viſier 4%, and my nurſe his wife, con- 
trived to convey me from the tyrant's fury. They 
carried me ſafe from Albaſin by private roads to the 
borders of the kingdom of Thebet. We ſettled in the 

capital, 
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capital, where the viſier ſet up for an Indian painter, 
and I paſſed for his daughter. He was a great maſter 
in the art of painting, which he had learned in his 
youth, and ſoon acquired applauſe. Notwithſtanding 
we had with us jewels, and might have appeared in 
ſplendor, we were ſatisfied with a meaner ſtation, as 
if we all depended upon 4's pencil. We were afraid 
of Mowaffac's ſpies, and dreaded his ſuſpicion. 


In this ſituation we lived two years. I inſenſibly 
forgot my former grandeur, and every day imbibing 
new ſentiments agreeable to my misfortunes, I render- 
ed this obſcurity to me habitual. I looked upon my 
ſelF as the daughter of a private man, and if at any 
time I recollected the high Ration of which I was once 
poſſeſſed, I cohiidered it only as a burden from which 
I was Uiſengaged. I forgave fortune, that took from 
me the cares which attend on ſovereign power, and 
enjoyed a perſtet tranquility. Wonld to heaven 1 
had paſſed all my days in this happy condition. But 
it was not my lot. The decrees of fate are irreſiſtible, 
and it is as much in vain to avoid ill fortune, as it is 
. impoſſible to prevent it. | 


Tux viſier had finiſhed ſome pieces fo well, as caufed 
the admiration of all that beheld them. The king 
heard of them, and came in perſon to ſee them. He 
was ſo very much pleaſed with the performances, and 
with 4's converſation, that he ſtaid ſome time. While 
they were talking, I, led by curioſity, came into the 

room; not imagining the king would take the leaſt 
Notice of a painter's daughter. But I was miſtaken. 

| He 
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He fixed his eyes upon me, while he continued diſ- 
courſing with the viſier, and I retired. The next day 
he came again, and repeated his viſits every day, under 
pretence of looking after paintings. He inſiſted to go 
into all the, rooms, and never failed to come into that 
where I yas, He ſaid nothing to me, tho' I plainly 


— ardour that ſparkled in his eyes, the 


Is a * * he made the viſier an offer of 
a large penſion, with an apartment in his palace, pre- 
tending that he had a mind to keep ſo rare an artiſt in 
his own dominions. Ay gueſſed at the motives of this 
propoſal, and ſaw its conſequences. I fee, ſays he, 
my queen, the king of Thebet loves you. This paſſion, 
not my paintings, have cauſed him to make theſe 
offers. We muſt go to refide in the palace, where he 
will daily entertain you with his love : but remember 
your birth, and inſtead of yielding to him upon diſ- 
honourable terms, reſiſt his tenderneſs, unleſs he will 
make you a partner of his crown. If he has other 
hopes, we ſhall find means to elude them. I pro- 
miſed to follow the viſier's advice ; but never told him 
I had remarked the king's love before. Much leſs did 
I tell him the effect this diſcovery had upon me. The 
prince was young, beautiful, and fine ſhaped, and I 
could not help being touched with the ſame paſſion, 
which I had in him inſpired. 


I nan determined to conceal my inclinations, if the 
Prince's view was no other than to tempt my virtue; 
but he ſpared me this trouble. Soon after I came 

into 
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into the palace he declared his love to me, in the 
manner I could wiſh. From the firſt moment I ſaw 
you, ſays he, I was charmed with you. You have 
taken up my thoughts ever ſince, and I cannot live 
without you. But, how ſtrong ſoever are my deſires, 
think not that I ſhall ever treat you as a ſlave, I ſhall 
pay you the ſame reſpect as if you were the daughter 
of the king of China, and as a pledge of my faith, I 
will place you on the throne of Theber, I thanked 
him for the honour he intended me, and gave him 
my hiſtory, with which he was ſenſibly affected. Dear 
princeſs, ſays he, It is evident that heaven has reſerved 
for me the glory of avenging your cauſe. The traytor 
Mciaffac ſhall ſuffer ſeverely for his uſurpation. Con- 
ſent to be married to me this day, and I will ſend am- 
baſſadors to declare war againſt him to-morrow. I 
renewed my thanks, and confeſſed to him, if my eyes 
had made any impreflion upon him, his likewiſe were 
not without thcir influence over me. He was charmed 
with this confeſſion, kiſſed my hand with eagernefs, 
and ſwore eternal love. He eſpouſed me that very 
day, and our nuptials were celebrated throughout the 
city with great rejoycings. ; 


Taz very next morning, purſuant to his promiſe, 
the king ſent ambaſſadors to the country of the Nai- 
mans, Who, on their arrival at the court of Mozaffac, 
told that prince, their maſter had eſpouſed me, and 
demanded him to reſtore the kingdom to me, and in 
caſe he refuſed, to declare war againſt him. Meozaffac 
bid him defiance, and immediately orders were given 
to levy men through all the kingdom of Thebet. A 

RUMCTOUS 
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numerous army was ſoon raiſed, and when the troops 9 
were in a feadineſs to march againſt the Naimens, there 4 
came deputies from the people, to aſſure me of their } 


obedience, and to inform me of my uncle's death. 
Hereupon the king diſbanded his army, and reſolved 
to ſend Aly to rule in my name. He was now ready 
to ſet out, when an adventure, the moſt unexpected 


that can be imagined, put a ſtop to his journey. 


I weNT one evening into my cloſet, and fitting 
upon a ſofa, to read a chapter in the alcoran, which 
when I had finiſhed, I roſe to find the king, who was 
gone to bed. On a ſudden I ſaw a frightful appari- 
tion before me, which vaniſhed in a moment. I 
ſcreamed out, and awpke the king, who ran to me, 
and demanded the reaſon ; which I told him; and, 
fortified by his preſence, was inclined to believe that 
the phantom, which appeared to me, was only the 
coinage of imagination, heated with reading. The 
prince, pauſing awhile, replied, I am more ſurpriſed 
than you; I cannot conceive how you can be in my 
bed, and in this cloſet, at the ſame time. Sir, faid I, 
I do not underſtand you. Nay then, added he, come 
to the bed, and you will ſee the molt ſurpriſing fight 
in the world. Coming to the head of the bed, I be- 
held a young lady, who reſembled me to a miracle. 
O heaven! cried I, what prodigy is this? — Ah! 
traitreſs, ſays the lady, what impudente is this ? 
What is thy deſign thou wicked ſorcereſs ? Daſt thou 
believe the king, my huſband, is to be deluded by 
thy artifices ? My huſband ſees plainly thou art but a 
. Wwretch. Then addreſſung to the prince, added, 2 
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this perfidious creature to be ſeized, and caft into a 


dungeon, and to-morrow let ber be burned, to expiate 
her criminal purpoſes. 


the perfe& reſemblance, which this woman has 
of me, ſays the queen of the Naimans, aſtoniſhes me; 
her inſolent manner of ſpeaking ſurpriſes me ſtill more. 
Inſtead of making her an adequate anſwer, I burſt 
into tears, and afterwards ſaid, to the king, Sir, I had 
reaſon to believe after my deſtiny was united to yours, 
my miſeries were at an end. But alas! ſome demon, 
envying my happineſs, borrows my form, and reſolv- 
ing to paſs for me, has attained her ends. View me 
well. If your wife ſtill remains dear to you, ſure you 
may diſtinguiſh her from any impoſtor. I call heaven 
to witneſs that I am the queen of the Naimans. 


Hz the lady in bed again interrupted her. You 
ſay falſe, ſays ſhe, you are a wicked woman, as is 
ſeen by your behaviour. Ceaſe, ſays the king to us : 
I am at a loſs to recolle& my wife. One of you ſeeks 
to ſeduce me. I am afraid, under my preſent uncer- 
tainty, that in puniſhing the deceiver, I ſhould executg 
my vengeance upon the innocent. 


Is this doubt, he called in the chief of the eunuchs, 
and commanded him to confine us in ſeparate apart- 
ments, where we lay all that night. In the 
the prince ſent for 4 and his wife, and told them 
what had happened. They defired to ſee us both 
together, not doubting but they ſhould be able to 
krow me. But upon examination, they could not 
| dl 
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diſtinguiſh the true from the counterfeit perſon. More- 
over, my nurſe remembering that I was born with a 
mole on my knee, looked at us both, and found us 
both marked alike. They then began to interrogate 

us ſeparately. The lady anſwered their queſtions juſt 
" as I did ; but my nurſe looked upon my anſwers to 
be the more exact, and decided in my favour. 


Han deciſion was of ſmall ſervice. For the king 
having aſſembled all the viſiers, they judged the lady 
who was in bed, was the real queen, me the ſor- 
cereſs, and ordered me to be burnt at the ſtake. 'The 
king was againſt this cruel ſentence, leaſt he ſhould 
put his wife to death by miſtake, ordered me only to be 
{tripped of my robes, to be covered with old clothes, 
and put out of the city. I am come thus far, ſup- 


ported by the alms of well diſpoſed perſons. This is 


my hiſtory. I hope you will not think I ſpoke like 
one out of her wits, when I told you, That I am 
* the daughter and the wife of a king, and yet that 
Jam not what I ſay: that I am a princeſs, and 
« am not what I am.” Here the queen of Thebet 
concluded. Razwan/cthad comforted her, and - ſaid, 
madam, your miſeries are at the height. From this 
day your fortune will change for the better. One of 
our poets ſays, when any thing arrives at full per- 
fection, it touches upon the period of declenſion; and 
that the extreams of misfortune border upon felicity. 
Expect ruin, ſays the ſame author, when thy happineſs 
is compleat, and prepare for joy, when adverſity preſ- 
ſeth. Heaven in this manner has chequered human 
life. To convince you of this truth, hear the follow- 
ing ſtory, The 
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The Hiſtory of CAvE RSHA. 


HE king of Hyrcania, whoſe name was Code- 
dende, had a viſier called Caver/ſcha, a man of 
ſuperior knowledge, and great experience. Going one 
day to bathe himſelf, as he was ſtanding over the 
water, he dropped his ring into the bath, which, in- 
ſtead of finking, floated upon the ſurface. Struck 
with this prodigy, he ordered his ſervants to convey 
all his riches out of his houſe, and hide them in a 
place where he directed, ſaying at the ſame time, The 
king my maſter will ſoon ſend to have me apprehend - 
ed. His officers had not carried them all off, when 
the captain of the guards came with ſoldiers to the 
houſe, and told him he had orders to carry him to 
priſon. The viſier went with him, while the foldiers 
ſeized all that was left behind. This unhappy mini- 
ter, whom the king had impriſoned upon falſe reports, 


lay ſeveral years in chains, and was denicd the liberty 
of ſeeing his friends. 


He had for a great while deſired leave to eat ſome 
Rommauaſchy, but was refuſed it, to make his confine - 
ment more ſevere. One day the keeper brought 2 
meſs out of pity, in a China baſon. The viſier highiy 
rejoyced, was now preparing to eat it, when two rats, 
as they were fighting fell into it; ſo that he was ror 
able to eat. But he ſent orders to his domeſtics to go 
and take his riches from the place where ther were 
hid, and carry them back to his houſe ; becauſe, fas 
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he, the king will ſoon releaſe me, and re-eſtabliſh me 
in my former grandeur. Codowende, ſet him at liberty 
that very day, and ſending for him, ſaid, I am con- 
vinced of your innocence, have ordered your enemies 
to be ſtrangled, and reinſtate you in your former dignity. 


Now the friends of Caverſcha, who knew what 
had paſled, aſked him how he could foretell that he 
ſhould be impriſoned, and afterwards ſet at liberty. 
When my ring floated upon the water, ſaid he, I 
judged that my glory was arrived to the higheſt pitch, 
that my good fortune, incapable of any increaſe, was 
now, according to the decrees of heaven, about to 
change into adverſity. When I was in priſon, and 
begged ſo long for Remmanaſchy without ſucceſs, I 
plainly ſaw my ill fortune would continue; but when 
it was brought, and the rats fell into it, they preſaged 


to me, that my extreme miſery would be turned into joy. 
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The hiſtory of Ru Zz vA N C HAD. 


E caſt down no longer, madam, continues the king, 

you are now upon the brink of happineſs. Fol- 

low my example. Alas ! I cannot tell, whether I am 

not plagued with a frightful demon, as well as you. 

Here he diſcovered himſelf, and related the ſtory of 
the white doe, Ec. A 


SCARCE had he ended his narration, when they 
faw a young man on horſeback, almoſt naked, riding 
full 
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full ſpeed. He paſſed ſo near them, that the queen 
knew him, and cried out, O heavens ! ſee my huſ- 
band ! But he never caft his eyes that way. He 
ſeemed to be in great confuſion, and in the midſt of 
his haſty flight, often looked behind him, as if he was 
fearful of being purſued. 


RUZSVANCHAD and the queen of Thebet look - 
ed earneſtly after him, but before he got out of ſight, 
they ſaw another horſeman, ſpurring on after him. 
The rider of this laſt was richly cloathed, and had in 
his hand a drawn ſabre, ſtained with blood, impatient 
to overtake the other. The princeſs, when ſhe ſaw 
him likewiſe, cried out, O heaven ! ſee my huſband ! 
The king of China, confeſſed his aſtoniſhment, and 
owned he never ſaw two perſons more alike. Sir, 
replies the queen, hence you may be convinced, that 
what I told you concerning my ſelf is no fiction. 


Wults they reafoned upon the ſingularity of this 
viſion, a third perſon appeared, whe, tho' he run 
with the ſame ſpeed as the other two, yet he paſſed 
not without taking notice of Ruzwan/chad and the 
queen. This was the viſier 4/y-Bex-Haytam. He and 
the princeſs immediately knew each other. He alight- 
ed from his horſe, and throwing himſelf at her feet, ſaid, 


Ah ! madam, do I fee you. Thanks for ever be to 


heaven for your preſervation. If for a time it fuffers 
vice to reign, and abandons the innocent, it is only 
in the end to make juſtice more exemplary. The king 
has ſlain the impoſtor, and, to complete his vengeance, 
now purſues a wretch, who by the power of charms 
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aſſumes his likeneſs. I have not time to inform you 
of all that has paſſed at court, ſince you were caſt out 
in ſo diſgraceful a manner. Haſte madam, mount 
this inſtant, let us try to overtake him. No, ſir, ſaid 
the king of China, fatigue not the queen. Do you 
ſtay with her, and I will undertake to join the king 
your maſter. This ſaid, he vaulting lightly into his 
ſaddle purſued him. 


Wukx he was gone off, Aly aſked the queen who 
he was, who told him he was the king of China. 
Now, fays the princeſs, tell me after what manner the 
ſorcereſs was diſcovered. This morning, ſays the mi- 
niſter, the king and I went out to hunt, attended only 
by one ſlave. We were not far from home, before 
the king bethought himſelf, that he had forgot to tell 
the queen ſome matter of importance, ſo we returned. 
The king quitted his horſe at the gate, where he 
ordered me to wait, and ran up the back ftairs to 
the queen's apartment. I ſaw a man run down with 
a turban, almoſt naked, and very like the king. Ah 
fir, ſaid I, as ſoon as I ſaw him in this condition 
Inſtead of making any anſwer, he ran to his horſe, 
like a perſon terrified, mounted inſtantly, and galloped 
away. Fearing ſome miſchief had befallen him I fol- 
lowed, and heard a voice behind me, calling, ſtay, 
viſier, ſtay. Turning my head, I ſaw the king com- 
ing out of the caſtle, with fury ſparkling in his eyes, 

and a cimetar in his hand. He ran in haſte to meet 
me. Vier, ſays he, we have turned out the queen 
to take in a deteſtible woman, who by magick has 
taken her form, I have killed the traitreſs, and muſt 


do 
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do the like to the villain who aſſumed my likeneſs, 


He then mounted his horſe to follow the enemy, and 
continues to hunt him down. 


Writs Aly related theſe things to the queen, Rax- 
wan/chad followed the king of Thebet, who, puſhed on 
by his reſentment, at length overtook him, and giving 
him a cut in his ſhoulder with his cimetar felled him 
to the ground, then leaped from his horſe to finiſh 
his deſtruction. But the wretch begged his life, which 
the king granted upon condition he would tell him 
who he was, by what means, and for what reaſon, he 
appeared in his likeneſs, and a full account of all he 
wanted to know : Sir, anſwered the man, if your ma- 
jeſty pleaſes to pardon me, I will give you full ſatiſ- 
faction. And to convince you of this, I will begin, 
by reſuming my own natural' ſhape. This ſaid, he 
took a ring off his finger, and appeared in the figure 
of a frightful old man. The king of Thebet, much 
ſurprized at this ſudden transformation, was impatient 
to hear what more he had to ſay. Sir, added the 
wretch, you now ſee what I really am, and to ſatisfy 


you to the utmoſt, I will give you a particular account 
of my life. | 
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The Hiſtory of MocutL and Dil xoUAZE. 


OCHEL proceeded ; I am the ſon of a weaver 

of Damas, and my name is Mochel. My fa- 
ther was rich and covetous, and I being his only heir, 
found my ſelf, at his death, maſter of a conſiderable 
fortune, for one of my birth. Inſtead of managing 
my income for the beſt, or making buſineſs my plea- 
ſure, I made pleaſure my buſineſs. I kept company 
with women, but was particularly obliging to one 
young lady, whoſe inclination was as great . towards 
me. She was witty and fair, but too much addicted 
to fraud and artifice. She had as many lovers as there 
are days in the year, and each of them thought him- 
ſelf the firſt in her favour, as ſhe told him in private. 
Deluded by the fair promiſes ſhe made, I believed all 
my rivals efforts were vain, and that I was the happy 
man. This fond notion increaſed my love, and love 
increaſed my expences. I ſent Di/nouaze preſents very 
often, which were of ſo conſiderable value, that in 
four years I was intirely undone. My rivals alſo en- 
deavoured to preſerve her affections by gifts, and in 
ſhort ſhe grew rich with the ſpoils of her lovers. 


Wu I had ſpent my all, I expected, as is uſual 
among theſe ſort of creatures, to be turned quite off 
from her preſence : but ſhe, tho' ſurpriſingly intereſted, 

and a thorough-paced coquet, faid to me one day, 
| Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, you imagine I ſhall now diſcard you. No, 
no, though you now make me no preſents, I love you 
beſt, and ſeeing you are firſt ruined, I will in my turn 
let you experience my generoſity, I intend you ſhall 
ſhare with me all I receive from your rivals, and to 
repay you with intereſt what you have ſpent upon me. 
She gave me ſtore of gold and ſilver, and I thought 
my ſelf richer than ever. She put her whole confi- 
dence in me, and for many years we cohabited in this 
manner. Age now grew inſeniiblv upon her, which 
deprived her of all her lovers. This was a great af- 
fiction to her. She grew inconfolable on being for- 
faken. What ſhall I do, ſaid ſhe? J muſt either end 
my days, or go into the deſart of Pharan, and find 
out the ſage Bedra. She is the moſt knowing mag!- 
cian in Aa. All nature is liable to her enchantments. 
J know her abode. She, perhaps, will give me ſome- 
thing to make men love me in my old age. If yon 
pleaſe, anſwered I, let me keep you company, dhe 
accepted the offer. We took Proviſions, ſome preſents 
for Bedra, and purſued our journey to the deſart. 


AFTER we had travelled two days, Dilnowatze 
ſhew'd me a mountain at a great diſtance from us, 
ſaying, the woman magician lives at the foot of that 
hill. We went forwards, and, coming to the place, 
beheld a ſpacious cave, out of which flew a thouſand 
ominous birds, or rather winged monſters, who filled 
the air with their hideous cries, When we came to 
the mouth of it, there was an iron lamp, by the dim 
light of which, we ſaw a little old woman fitting upon 
a large ſtone, This was Bedra : ſhe had a large book 
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open upon her knees, and read before a furnace of 
gold, wherein ſtood a pot of filver, filled with black 
earth, and boiling without fire. We entered, and after 
paying a profound reverence to the old woman, gave 
her the preſents, when Dilnovaze ſpoke thus: Hail! 
Bedra, to whom ſuch power is given, I am come to 
implore your aid: I need not tell you my errand : you 
know it. I do, replies Bedra. Then fetched two 
phials, and carried them out of the cave. She then 
placed them upon the ground, and caſt into. each a 
gold ring, then opened the book, and read ſome ma- 
gic words. While this was doing, we ſaw fire break 
out of one phial, and out of the other a black ſmoke 3 


which ſpreading itſelf _ the air, ended in a clap of 
thunder. 


Wren all was filent, and nothing more came out 
of the phials, Bedra took the rings out, and put one 
on D:/zouaze's finger, ſaying, Go, woman, abandon 
thy heart to joy. The ring which I give you, ſo long 
25 you have it upon your finger, has the power of 
giving to you the ſhape and features of any woman 
you have a mind to reſemble. Only wiſh that you 
may repreſent any wife, or virgin, and in that inſtant 
you will be ſo like her, that it will be ſcarce poſſible 
to know one from the other. To you Mochel I give 
the other ring, which has the ſame virtues. This ſaid, 
ſhe put the other ring on my finger. 


Wes paid our compliments to the magician, took 
our leave, and returned to Damas to try the experi- 
ment. We firſt wiſhed to reſemble perions we knew, 

and 
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and found ourſelves like them in every thing. Di- 
noa ſoon after aſſumed the form of the moſt beauti- 
ful ladies in the city, to proftitute herſelf to her lovers. 
I alſo uſed my ring for diverſion, and ſometimes for 
theft, by now taking the likeneſs of one man, and 
anon of another. Having followed this Way of life 
for a conſiderable time at Damas, we left Egypt, and 
arrived at length in the land of the Naimans. There 
we had intelligence that a young princeſs was on the 
throne, and that the viſier 4/y-Ben-Haytam, governed 
the ſtate in her name ; that his abſolute authority 
cauſed animoſities among the people, who wiſhed to 
ſee the prince Muzaffac in the country, who was killed, 
as they thought, in a battle fought at A7galifay. 
Here, ſays Dilnenaze, is a fair opportunity of get- 
ting a Crown. Take upon you the. form cf prince 
Meua f ac. 


Tu is, thought I, is no hard taſk. When I had 
pre viouſly informed myſelf of every particular cir- 
cumſtance relating to Mau affac, I wiſhed myſelf like 
him, and inſtantly became his very image. I firſt 
ſhewed myſelf t© his friends, who received me with 
joy, and to whom I made known my defign. They 
promiſed me aſſiſtance. Soon after the whole kingdom 
was up in arms. The people of Alaſin opened the 
gares of their city to me, proclaimed me king of the 
Naimans, and ſwore obedience. For my greater ſe- 
curity, I reſolved to ſacrifice the young queen and the 
viſier to my ambition. But 4% ſaved his own life and 
that of the princeſs, by leaving. the kingdom with aa 
much fecrecy as diligence, In the mean time I re. 
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mained in quiet poſſeſſion of the throne, and Dilnouvaze 
paſſed for my queen. Our days were all days of plea- 
ſure, till we learned, fir, from your ambaſſadors, that 


you had eſpouſed the queen of the Naimans, and 
would declare war againſt me, if I did not inſtantly 


give up the crown, which I with-held from her fo 


wrongfully. I returned a haughty Anſwer, as if I ſet you 
at defiance ; but at the ſame time was much terrified, 
I immediately conſulted D:i/nozaze, what was moſt ad- 
viſeable to be done in this affair. We conſidered that 
you was greatly ſuperior in power, determined to quit 
the throne, and reſolved to avenge ourſelves upon the 
queen of Naimans. 


Tux method we took was this: I took the form of 
a ſick perſon for ſome days, then borrowed that of a 
corpſe, to perſuade the people I was dead. My fu- 
nerals were celebrated, and Dilnouaxe came by night 
and opened the ſepulchre where I was laid; after 
which we departed out of A/ba/in in our natural ſhapes, 
and took the road to Thebet, where we ſaw the depu- 
ties enter, which were ſent to the queen to inform her 
of the death of prince Mowaffac, and aſſure her, they 
acknowledged her for their lawful ſovereign. Upon 
this news you diſbanded the army, and determined to 
intruſt the viſier 4/y with the government of the 


| Naimans. Now I and Dilnouvaze got one evening into 


the palace in the form of one of the queen's eunuchs, 
and ſhe in that of a young ſlave. After this we got 
into your apartment, when you was in Bed, and the 
queen in her cloſet reading in the Alcoran. When 
your lady was coming out of her cloſet to you, I put 

on 
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on the appearance of a terrible phantom. She cried 
out, and I vaniſhed. I need not trouble you with 
what followed, when I this day counterfeited the re- 
ſemblance of your majeſty. This, fir, is my hiſtory. 
I agree, that for theſe foul crimes I deſerve death; 
and if your majeſty pleaſes to puniſh a wretch who 
owns himſelf unworthy to live, I willingly ſubmit. 
The king anſwered, I ſhould rid the earth of ſuch a 
monſter ! But fince I have given thee my promiſe to 
ſpare thy life, I will not forfeit my word. I will only 
take the ring, that fatal inſtrument of thy wickedneſs, 
and may thy decrepid age be thy puniſhment. 


Tux king had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when he ob- 
ſerved Ruzwan/chad making up to him with full ſpeed ; 
and judging by his attire, that he was a perſon of 
rank, as ſuch conſider d him. Ruzwan/chad alighted 
from his Horſe, ſaluted him, and {aid : Prince, I am 
the meſſenger of good news: The queen lives ; and 
notwithſtanding her baniſhment from Thebet, you have 
it in your power, to fee her this night. O heavens ! 
ſays the king, is it poſſible that ſhe ſhould be alive after 
the hardſhips ſhe has ſuffered. But, as you, fir, continued 
he, ſeem to be informed of the wonders which have 
been done in my court. Tell me, fir, who you are, 
and let me know how much I'm obliged to you. I 
am a ſtranger, iays the king of China, and at a fitter 
opportunity ſhall tell you my name. I found your 
queen by accident. She told me tier ſad ftory, and. 
the viſter 4% informed me of the reſt. He is now 
with the princeſs, and I came to conduct you to her. 
Tull of impatience to reviſit his true wife, the king of 

Tibet 
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Thebet left the wretched Michol upon the place, after 


he had taken from him the ring, and inſtantly returned 
wich Ruzwanſchad. 


Txt y rode together to the place where 4% and the 
queen fat. The king quitted his horſe in a hurry, 
and opening his arms to receive the princeſs, ſhe made 
forward to embrace him. Madam, ſaid he, What 
notions muſt you have hereafter of a huſband, who has 
treated you ſo inhumanly. But alas.! To what height 
ſoever I have carried my cruelty, you ſhould not hate 
me, ſince I have avenged you of your enemies. Sir, 
replies the queen, let us forget what is paſt, your miſ- 
take is pardonable, and your error a ſufficient excuſe 
for my ſufferings. No, ſays the king, my. error is 
inexcuſable. Whatever reſemblance that accurſed wo- 
man might have borrowed of you, I ought to have 
diſtinguiſhed, by the ſentiments of your heart, and 
your wit ; in both which ſhe was very deficient. 


TaEt1r firſt tranſports, occaſioned by this unex- 
pected interview, being over, the queen aſked her huſ- 
band, how he came to be undeccived. I went, ſays 
the prince, privately up the back ſtairs to your apart- 
nent, and ſaw a man in bed with my ſuppoſed wife. 
Enraged, I drew my cimetar, to make a ſacrifice of 
the lovers. The man cluded the blow, and ran away. 
Inſlead of purſuing of him immediately, I reſolved to 
11d my ſelf firſt of a perfidious wife. She was now got 
up, and fell at my feet for pardon, As ſhe- ſtretched 
out her hands, I cut off one, which had a ring upoa 
the finger. She no ſooner loſt that but her beauty 

diſappeared, 
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diſappeared, and I ſaw a frightful hag before me. Ah! 
Prince, ſaid ſhe, by cutting of my hand, you have 
robbed me of that beauty which deluded you. De- 
prive me not of my life; I have ſufficient puniſhment 
in ſeeing you diſabuſed. No, no, wicked ſorcereſs, 
ſaid I, thou haſt been the cauſe of my treating the 
queen ſo unworthily, who muſt by this time have fi- 
niſhed a wretched life. After theſe words I raiſed my 
cimetar, and ſtruck off her head; then purſued the 
curſed wretch, who had borrowed my form and fea- 
tures. And it was the will of heaven, that ne ſhould 
not eſcape my vengeance. The queen thus far ſatiſ- 
fied ; he went on to relate what had paſſed between 
him and Mochel, which the princeſs and the viſier 
neard with equal attention and ſurprize. When the 
king had finiſhed his narration, he turned to Ruzwar- 
chad, ſaying, Noble ſtranger, who have fo generou!!y 
contributed to my happineſs ; what marks of gratitude 
does your heart require of me? ſpeak. When Raz- 
vanſchad was preparing to make anſwer, the queen 
prevented him, ſaying, I perceive, fir, you know not 
to whom you addreſs this diſcourſe. He is the king 
of China. When the king of Thebet was thus inform- 
ed, he aſked his pardon, and they embraced ſevera! 
times; then went together to the king of Theber's pa- 
lace, where he was entertained in a princely manner 
for ſome days, then taking leave of his * hoſts, 
went to his own dominions. 
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The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Ruzv axs-_ 
CHAD, and of the Princeſs CHEHERISTANY. 


UZYVANSCHAD, now being ſafe arrived at his 
,%. own palace, told the viſier the ſtrange adventure 
of the king and queen of Thelter. Muczin was aſto- 
niſhed at it, and repreſented to his maſter that Che- 
heriſtany was alſo an enchantreſs, which the king now 
began not to doubt of. 


OxE morning when all the nobles came to the pa- 
lace as uſual, and waited for this prince, no perion 
could tell where he was, or what was become of him. 
All they Knew was, that he fell aſleep upon a ſofa the 
night before, and had not been ſeen fince, Several 
weeks paſſed without the leaſt intelligence of him. 
All the courtiers grieved for the loſs of their ſovereign. 
They dyed their faces yellow, gave themſelves up to 
mourning, and ſtrewed roſes before the throne. 


Trex vifier, who loved his maſter exceedingly, 
grew diſconſolate for the loſs of him. While they 
grieved in this manner, Ruzwvan/chad was compleating 
his happineſs in the iſland of Cheberiſan, where he 
was carried by the order of CBeberiſtany. This princeſs, 
after ſhe was proclaimed queen, applied herſelf to the 
affairs of government, but ſoon finding that her love 
fer the king of China daily. increaſed, and being very 
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ſenſible of his conſtancy, reſolved to perform her pro- 
miſe. To this purpoſe ſhe ordered him to be carried 
off by a genie, and brought to her palace. When 
he ſaw the queen, he cried out, Ah ! Divine princeſs, 
have I the pleaſure to ſee you once more? Alas! I 
durſt not flatter myſelf with ſo great a favour, I really 
thought you had forgot me. No, replies the queen, 
abſence has not the ſame effe& upon genies as upon the 
ſons of Adam. It never ſhakes our conſtancy. Tho 
I am but a ſon of Adam, replies the prince, I am in 
point of fidelity, madam, equal to any genie. Ah 
my queen, continues he, with a figh, with what impa 
tience did I long to ſee you? Ah! fir, replies the 
princeſs, ſince your love has ſtood the trial, we will 
this very day unite ourſelves for ever. 


Tur king of China ſwore eternal love to her, 
After which, all the chief nobles of the realm, with 
the people, were ſummoned before the palace, where. 

the queen made the following ſpeech to them. | 


© Ye great, and ye inferior genies,” 

« At you inveſted me with the ſovereign power, 
* after the death of Menoutcher, my father: I do 
hereby declare, that I will ſoon eſpouſe the prince 
% Ruzwanſcthad. I order you for this reaſon to ſhew 
him all due reſpect, as your lord and maiter.” 


Wurx ſhe had thus ſaid, ſhe led him forward to 
the ſight of the people. They all applauded her 
choice, and made no ſeruple to crown him king of 
Cheheriſtan. | | 
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Ar re his coronation, preparations were made 
for the celebration of their marriage. But before this 
was performed, the queen inſiſted that he ſhould pro- 
miſe her one thing, which, ſays ſhe, will tend to our 
future happineſs ; and if you ſhould at any time break 
this promiſe, we ſhall be miſerable. Let me know 
what it is, madam, fays the king, you need only ſpeak, 
I am ready to perform all you require. Know then, 
fir, I am a genie, ard, ſays ſhe, you are a ſon of 
Adam. We have laws and cuſtoms peculiar to our- 
ſelves. In a word, it is impoſſible we ſhould continue 
long together, if you do not blindly comply with me 
in all things. Is this madam, ſays Ruzwar/chad, that 
ſevere trial which you ſuſpect me to be incapable of. 
Believe me I ſhall never have any will but yours. 
Well then, replies the princeſs, you promiſe that if I 
chance to do any thing in your fight which is not 
agrecalle to you, that you will not reprove me for it. 
Yes, my queen, ſaid he, I ſwear to approve them all; 
and if you doubt my complaiſance is not equal to my 
love, you will difoblige me for ever. Enough, replies 
Cheheriſtany, I fit down by your oath. Never think 
I fhall aſs any unreaſonable compliance. The. genics 
co nothing which is improper. 


Now the queen cauſcd Raxvanſchad to aſcend -2 
throne of gold, and placing herſelf by him, while the 
nobles ſtood in ranks betore them, and the princeſs's 
women on each fide. Ihe nobles paid their homage 
to the new King, and performed ſome ceremonies, pe- 


cular to beings of that kind, Then their nuptials 


were. 
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were celebrated, by feſtivals and rejoicings for three 
days. The king, pleaſed with his ſucceſs, made it 
his whole buſineſs to pleaſe his conſort; and conſe- 
crating his time to diverſions, he for a while loſt even 
the remembrance of his native country. About twelve 
months after Cheberiſtany was delivered of a prince, 
extremely beautiful. All the people made freſh re- 
joycings, and the king, tranſported to have a ſon by 
his charming Cheheri/tany, continually returned his 
thanks to heaven for the bleſſing. When the news 
was brought to the king, he was a hunting, but in- 
ſtantly came to ſee the babe. He took it in his arms, 
and having kiſſed him gently, gave him back to the 
queen, who was ſitting by a great fire, and threw him 
immediately into it, and that very inſtant, O mira- 
culous event! The fire and the infant, both dif- 
appeared. 


TH1s ſtrange incident much afflifted the king: 
but how great ſoever his grief was on the occaſion, 
he did not ſhew it, remembering the oath he had taken. 
He retired into his cloſet, to indulge his ſorrow, and 
melting into tears, ſaid, Heaven grants me a ſon ; his 
mother throws him into the flames! Am I not very 
wretched ! O mother devoid of nature! O cruel.— 
But no more, adds he, I may diſoblige the queen, if 
I relate my grief! Let me prevail upon myſelf to 
think that the princeſs acts not contrary to reaſon. 
Notwithſtanding the ſtrong tendency of his heart to 
reproach her with the death of his heir. 


Tux 
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THE next year the queen was delivered of a prin- 
ceſs, whoſe beauty was far ſuperior to that of the 
prince. She was called Balli. The king was again 
raviſhed with her beauty. Not many days after ſhe 
was born, there appeared in, and about the palace, a 
great white bitch, with her mouth wide open. Che- 
beriſtany, obſerving her, ſaid, Here, take this child 
and the cradle. The bitch inſtantly ran to the cradle, 
took it in her mouth and went away. 


No pen can expreſs how the king was troubled at 
this ſight. Remembering the oath he had taken, he 
retired into his cloſet, there recollecting the ſad fate 
of his fon, and the cruel uſage of his daughter. In- 
human Chaberiſtany, ſaid he, is it thus you treat my 
children ? I abhor your cuſtoms and laws. Your laws 
without doubt direct, that when the genies marry with 
us men, their children ſhould periſh. And ſhall I thus 
be devoted to her will? No, notwithſtanding all the 
tenderneſs I have for her, I will not bear with theſe 


Howzvx, tho' the king was much concerned 
for the loſs of his children, he had prudence enough 


to conceal his grief from the queen. The iſland of 


Cheheriftan became his averſion, and he reſolved to 
return to China. Hereupon, he one day ſaid to the 
princeſs, I long to reviſit my people in China, who are 
now impatient of my abſence. I conſent, ſays the 
queen, that you ſhould ſatisfy their defires. I know 
the Mogols are raiſing a powerful army againſt you. 
Begone, and preſerve your empire. I will ſoon pay 


you 
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you a viſit. She immediately ordered a genie to take 
the king back; and he ſoon found himſelf in his own 


palace. 


UE Z IN, proſtrated himſelf before him, ſaying, 
Heaven at laſt has reſtored you to your people. Vour 
ſubjects deſpairing of ſeeing you again, conferred the 
kingdom upon me: but now beholding my lord and 
maſter, I quit the throne, and defire you to aſcend it. 
The king, after this, related his adventures to Muezin, 
at which he fell into aſtoniſhment. 


Soon after the Mogo/s enter d China, not doubting 
of an entire conqueſt. This news was brought to 
Ruzwanfchad. He marched againſt them, having pre- 
viouſly filled a magazine with proviſions of all kinds 
for the ſupport of his army, in a vaſt plain, at a pro- 
per diſtance from the enemy. The officer, who had 
the charge of theſe proviſions, was called Wely. As 
the king was going to take upon himſelf the command 
of his army, Cheherifany appeared to him, accompa- 
nied by ſeveral genies ; who deſtroyed all his provi- 
ſions in the magazine, let out his liquors, and left 
nothing either for him or his army to eat or drink. 


Herxtvyon the princeſs ſaid to Fely ; Go tell the 
king, that the queen his wife has committed this diſ- 
order. He poſted away to Ruzwan/chad, and told all 
the queen had done; who ſaid, Even the death of my 
children is leſs excuſable than this action. But while 
he was fired with indignation, the princeſs came to- 
him, Madam, ſays he, I can no longer keep filence. 

You 
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You have already deſtroyed my ſon and daughter, and 
now make a manifeſt attempt upon my life and glory. 
O ungrateful ! Is it thus you repay my affection? See 
my army, by your means, deprived of proviſions. 


An ! weak and imprudent prince, replies the queen. 
Why did you not reſtrain your tongue? The hard 


fate which I dreaded is now fixed. Little do you 


think, that the fire into which I caſt your ſon, was a 
wiſe ſalamander,to whom I intruſted his education; and 
the bitch was a fairy, who ſued to me to have the 
management of your daughter. They both anſwer 
my expectations, and breed up the prince and his 
ſiſter in a polite manner; of which truth you ſhall 
this inſtant bear teſtimony. To this end ſhe imme- 
diately commanded one of the genies to bring them 
that moment. They came; but none, excepting the 
king, were permitted to ſee them. 


Taz king of China was ſo much raviſhed with the 
fight of his children, that he loſt all thoughts about 
his proviſions. He hugged, kiſſed, and embraced 
them one after another; while Cheherifany added, Sir, 
I muſt now inform you, why I deſtroyed your provi- 
fions. The king of the Mogo/s, to accompliſh his de- 
ſigns, had prevailed with your perfidious miniſter 
Wely, for a thouſand ſequins of gold, to take. away 
your life, and deſtroy your army by poiſoning your 
proviſions. By this ſtratagem your generals, captains, 
Sc. muſt have periſhed, had 1 not prevented their de- 
ſtruction. Make him eat a piece of biſket before you, 
and obſerve the conſequence, The king _ 
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Her to be called, and ſome of the ſcatter'd proviſions 
to be brought. They fetched him a box of ſweetmeets 
as yet entire, ſealed with the viſier's ſignet. The king 
commanded it to be opened, and bid the traitor to eat. 
We:ly pretended he had no appetite. If you do not eat 
this moment, replies the prince, I will take off your 
head. The viſier finding his death inevitable, taſted 
of the ſweetmeets, and dropped down dead. I hope 
this will convince you, ſays the queen, that we genies 
do nothing without reaſon. Yes, Madam, replies 
Ruzvanſchad, I own myſelf to blame; but my army, 
who have eſcaped the poiſon, I fear muſt now periſh by 
famine. Ceaſe your fears, continues the queen, they 
ſhall be ſupplied to-morrow. Attack the enemy this 
night. You ſhall become maſter of their magazines, 
and return to your city in triumph. 


Iv the dead of the night the princeſs with her 
guards led the Chineſe, and poured in upon the Mogols 
army, made a great ſlaughter, and totally defeated 
them, with the loſs of a few men. All the cquipage 
of the king of the Magoli, as well as the proviſions for 
his army, which were in great abundance, became a 
prey to the conquerors. Now, ſays ſhe to the king, 
when day-light appeared, ſee your enemies lie in the 
duſt. The war is over. Return to your palace, and 
live undiſturbed. As for me, I muſt leave you. 'There 
is a neceſſity we ſhould be ſeparated. for ever. You 
will ſee me no more, and I ſhall never more ſee you. 
It is your own fault. Why did you not keep your 
promiſe ? Ah! juſt heaven, cries the prince, What is 

it 
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it I hear? In the name of heaven ! think no more of 
your fatal purpoſe. I repent that ever I failed in my 
word. Vouchſafe to pardon me. Your prayers and 
proteſtations are ſuperfluous, ſays the princeſs, our 
laws compel me to leave you. Alas ! was it in my 
power to pardon you, I would not be inexorable. 
Adieu prince ! Farewel for ever, adds ſhe, weeping. 
You loſe at once your Children and your wife. At 
theſe words, ſhe and her children diſappeared. 


IT is not in the power of words to expreſs the king 
of China's ſorrow on this occaſion. He diſguiſed his 
face, threw earth upon his head, and expreſſed all the 
actions of a madman. He took his army to the 
capital, and entering the palace, ſaid to Muezin, go- 
vern you my empire. I leave my affairs to your ma- 
nagement. Act as you think proper. I will paſs the 


_ - reſt of my days in mourning for the loſs of my wife 


and children ; neither muſt you talk to me of any 
thing relating to my kingdom ; but only of Chehe- 
riſtany and my children. To indulge my grief ſhall be 
the buſineſs of my life. He accordingly ſhut himſelf 
up in his cloſet, and fell into a deep melancholy, and 
remained ten years in a languiſhing condition. He 
was upon his death bed, when the queen, full of grief, 
come into his apartment, ſaying, I come to put an 
end to your trouble, and to reſtore you to life. Qur 
laws required, that to puniſh your perjury, I ſhould 
Keep from you ten years. Neither was I to return to 
you again, unleſs you had, during that time, perſe- 
vered in your fidelity. But you have now convinced 
me that the ſons of Adam can love with conſtancy. 

| To 


Peran T A L E S. 93 


To complete your joys, continues ſhe, you ſhall al ſo 
ſee your children again. They immediately entered 


the room, to Ruzwvan/chad, who was tranſported at the 


fight of them. As he was the fondeſt father, and the 
moſt loving huſband, his heart was divided with all 
the tender paſſions which conjugal and paternal love 
can inſpire. He ſoon recovered, and theſe four per- 
ſons lived together many years. After the death of 
the king and queen, the prince Cheberiſtan, their only 
ſon, reigned in China, and their daughter Ba/kis go- 
verned the iſland of Cheheriftan, till ſhe became the 
{ſpouſe of the great prophet Salomon. 
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The Hiſtory of CoLovust, and of the 
beautiful DILARA. 


T Damas there dwelt a wealthy merchant, whoſe 
name was Abdallah. He one day reflecting 
upon the many dangers he had eſcaped in traverſing 
the whole world to heap up riches, lamented his ha- 
ving no children to enjoy them, and gave charities 
daily to the dervices to pray that he might be bleſſed 
with a ſon. Nay; he founded hoſpitals, and convents, 
and built moſques, but it was all to no purpoſe; ſo 
that now he deſpaired of being a father. 


Ar length he ſent for a famous Indian phyſician, 
and ſaid to him, O doctor, I have longed exceedingly 
theſe many years for a ſon, Sir, ſays the Indian, it is 
a bleſſing 
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a bleſſing which depends upon the will of providence, 
but yet it is not denied to men, to uſe their endeavours 
to attain it. Tell me then fir, ſays Abdallah, what I 
muſt do, and I will follow your directions. You muſt, 
ſays the phyſician, purchaſe a ſtrait and beautiful ſlave, 
with plump cheeks and large hips ; her voice muſt be 
ſoft and melodious, ſhe muſt have a chearful look, and 


her converſation muſt be agreeable. Beſides this, you 


muſt keep yourſelf chaſte for forty days before you 
have any intercourſe with her. All this time you muſt 
diſengage yourſelf from buſineſs, eat nothing but the 
fleſh of a black ram, and drink old wine. PunQually 
obſerve theſe particulars, and I have reaſon to hope 
you may have an heir. 


ABDALLAH purchaſed a beautiful damſel, ſtrictly 
purſued the regimen preſcribed, and had a ſon by her. 
The child was nam'd Coulon/e, and magnificent ban- 
quets, and public rejoicings were made at his birth. 
Great care was taken in his education. He had variety 
of maſters. He was inſtruted in the Hebrew, Greek, 
Turkiſh, and Indian languages, underſtood, and could 
write them all. He not only read the Alcoran, but the 
commentators upon it alfo; and knew the myſtical 
meaning of every thing therein contained. Above all, 
he was well inſtructed in the doctrine of predeſtination. 
He knew the hiſtory of Arabia and Perfia, and the 
annals of their kings. He learned morality, philoſo- 
phy, phyſic, and aſtronomy. At the age of eighteen 
he was not only a proficient in all theſe things ; but 
was a good poet, a ſkilful muſician, and a great maſter 
of all bodily exerciſes, 
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ABDALLAH loved him more than life, and could 
not bear to have him out of his ſight. Now death 
had given a ſummons to the old merchant. A little 
time before he expired, he bid Coulouſe fit down by his 
bed, and employed his laſt moments in giving him 
good advice. When the funeral was over, his ſon 
took poſſeſſion of all his real and perſonal eſtates ; but 
he no ſooner got them into his hands, than he began to 
ſquander them away. He built a palace, bought 
beautiful ſlaves, and choſe ſuch young men for his 
companions, as had the ſame way of thinking. They 
gratified every appetite, and his table was laviſhly fur- 
niſhed every day. Mirth, muſic, feaſting, and dancing, 
were their conſtant employment. In this extray 
manner they lived ſeveral years, till he had waſted his 
patrimony. He was obliged to part with his palace 
and his ſlaves, and was ſoon reduced to poverty. 


He now had recourſe to all his companions, whe 
contributed to his ruin, for ſubſiſtance. You, ſays he, 
contributed to my ruin; you, my friends, have ſeen 
me in proſperity ; you now ſee my adverſity. Call to 
mind your former promiſes ; relieve me in my diftreſs. 
Thus did Coulouſe try the gratitude of his friends, but 
they were all deaf to his ſolicitations. Some pitied 
him; others prayed for him; and ſome again reviled 
him. O faithleſs friends, cries he, your hardneſs of 
heart afflicts me deeply ! I am juſtly puniſhed for my 
folly and credulity. 
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cob Lob s, more afflicted in his mind, that he was 
deceived in his choice of friends, than for his poverty, 
reſolved to quit Damast, where he had ſo many wit- 
neſſes of his folly. He ſet out for the land of Kenaites, 
came to Caracorum, where Cabal Can reigned, and 
took lodgings at an inn. Here he one day heard, that 
the king was making preparations for war, the two neigh- 
bouring princes, who paid him a large annual tribute, 
having refuſed to continue it, and levied forces to op- 
poſe his collectors, if they preſumed to enter into their 
dominions. When Const had intelligence of this 
affair, he went to Caba/ Can to offer his ſervice in the 
army. He fignalized himſelf by ſeveral actions in this 
war ; which drew upon him the love of the officers, 
and the- favour of the king's ſon, who was an eye- 
witneſs of them. Other tributary princes following the 
example, took up arms likewiſe, ſo that Cabal Can 
was obliged to turn his arms againſt theſe new enemies, 
Here the ſon of Abdallah again diſtinguiſhed his bra- 
very in ſo extraordinary a manner, that Mirgeban, the 
fon of Cabal Can, reſolved to take him to himſelf. 


Soo after Cabal Can died, and the prince ſuc- 
ceeded him. When he was ſettled upon the throne, 
he ſhower'd down his favours upon Coulouſe, and made 
him his fole confident. He flouriſhed now more than 
ever, and faid, It muſt be, that the events of human 
life are determined in heaven ! I lived at Damas amidſt 
pleaſures, and never thought I ſhould fall into miſery. 

When I came to Caracorum, I had no hopes of being 
what I am. AU the good, all the evil, which befalls 
us, 
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us, is independent of ourſelves, and not to be pre- 
vented. Let us live therefore according to our hearts, 
and ſubmit to our deſtiny, which cannot be avoided. 
Relying on this principle, he followed his inclinations 
without reſtraint. Going out of the palace one day, 
he met an old woman veiled, who wore a necklace of 
pearls, with a ſtaff in her hand, and five ſlaves fol- 
lowing her. He aſked her, if the ſlaves were to be 
ſold ? She anſwer' d in the affirmative, He examined 
their features, and ſeeing one more beautiful than the 
ret, aſked the price of her. I cannot recommend her 
to you, fir, who ſeem to be a perſon of diſtinction; you 
ſhould have one more engaging. I have them of all 
ſorts, and from all countries. I have Turkiþ virgins, 
Sclavonicks, Ionians, Ethiopians, Arminians, Georgians, 
and ſome of China. You ſhall take your choice. Fol- 
low me. 


Tukur came to a moſque, when the old woman 
ſaid, ſtay here a moment till I return. After he had 
waited there about an hour with impatience, ſhe came 
with a virgin, who carried a bundle under her arm; 
in which was a veil and the upper garment of a wo- 
man, with which the old woman cover'd Coulouſe, ſay- 
ing, Sir, we are perſons of reputation, and it would be 
a diſprace to us to take in a ſtranger. Mother, ſays 
he, putting on the habit, take me where you pleaſe. 
She led him to a palace, where every thing had an air 
of magnificence ; and after we had croſſed a vaſt court, 
paved with green marble, we came into a ſpacious 
hall, in the middle of which ſtood a baſon of por- 
phyry, full of water, wherein were a number of ducks. 

| PF 2 It 


100 Perian TALES. 


It was encompaſſed with an aviary of golden wire, in 
which a thouſand birds of various kinds made a de- 
lightful harmony. 


Warrrte Coulouſe was buſied in conſidering theſe ob- 
jects, in came a young lady ſmiling. She made him 
a profound reverence. He ſaluted her; ſhe took him 
by the hand, and ſeated him by her upon a cuſhion of 
gold brocade, placed on a ſofa of the ſame ſtuff; then 
took a fine handkerchief, and wiped his eyes and face, 
and gave him ſuch bewitching glances, as thoroughly 
gained his affections. He was determined to purchaſe 
her, when another ſlave came in much fairer than the 
firſt, with gold locks waving upon her ſhoulders. She 
came up to the ſon of Abdallah, kiſſed his hand, and 
offered to waſh his feet in a baſon of gold ; which he 
refuſed, and riſing up, was reſolved to fix his choice 
here ; but immediately he became motionleſs, like a 
ſtatue, on the fight of twenty young damſels, who 
ſeemed to rival each other in beauty ; accompanied by 
a young perſon in richer attire, far ſuperior to the reſt 
in beauty, and whom he took for their miftreſs. Cou- 
leuſe enraptured on this occaſion, fainted away. 


ALL the flaves ran to his aſſiſtance, and when he 
recovered from the fit, the lady who was the cauſe of 
it, ſpoke thus. Poor bird ! let me bid you welcome. 
You are caught in the net. Coulouſe kiſſed the earth, 
and ſighed. They placed him upon a ſofa, and 
brought him ſherbet in a golden cup, enriched with 
1.wels. The lady drank to him, fat down by him, 
and perceiving him unable to ſpeak ; How comes it 
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to paſs, ſays ſhe, that you are ſo diſorder'd ? Baniſh 
your melancholy. Are you not pleaſed with your com- 
pany ? Ah! fair creature, replies he, inſult me no 
longer. I confeſs that my ſpirits are in confuſion. 


Tuts ſaid, ſhe took him by the hand, led him into 
another room, where they all ſat down at a table co- 
vered with great variety of ſweetmeats, and the moſt 
delicious fruit. When they had done eating, the 
ladies waſh'd their hands with a kind of paſte of an 
exquiſite compoſition, and wiped them with towels of 
roſe-colour'd filk. Afﬀer this they paſſed into the 
wine-chamber, adorned with caſkets of balms, and 
ſweet-ſmelling flowers. 


Some of the ladies began here to dance, others 
played upon the canoun, harp, or guitar of David, 
upon the organ, barbot violin, and arganoun. But not 
one of the hands was comparable to that of the lady 
who had charmed the ſon of Abdallab. She in her 
turn took the lute, put it in tune, and played moſt di- 
vinely. She played upon the harp in the Raftian 
meaſure ; upon the viol in the meaſure of /þahan, and 
upon the ſoft flute in the meaſure of Rihaouy. She 
likewiſe ſung, and raviſhed Coulosſe with vocal and 
inſtrumental muſic. He, unable to contain himſelf any 
longer, cries out, My queen, you have deſtroyed my 
reaſon. Suffer me to kiſs your hand, and to caſt my- 
ſelf at your feet. Having thus ſpoke, he ſeized the 
lady's hand, kiſſed, and preſſed it with rapture. 
She, offended with his boldneſs, turned away with a 
habghty air, and ſaid, Whoever thou art, ſtop thy 

F 3 proceedings: 


102 Perſan T ALES. 
proceedings, and paſs not the bounds of modeſty. I 


am a virgin of quality. In vain you deſire to poſleſs 
me. You will ſee me no more; and withdrew. 


COULOUSE now left alone, was tortured with a 
thouſand different paſſions ; when the old woman came 
to him, ſaying, What have you done, young man ? 
You might have judged by the magnificence of this 
houſe, that you were not under the roof of one, who 
makes a trade of ſelling ſlaves. The lady whom you 
have offended, is the daughter of one of the principal 
men at court. This information heightned the love of 
the ſon of Abdallah, who was defpairing of ever ſeeing 
her again : when ſhe returned into the hall with the 
other ladies in a different habit, decked out with 
more care; and obſerving Cou/ou/e ſorrowful, ſhe burſt 
out into laughter. I believe, ſays ſhe, you heartily 
repent of your conduct. I will forgive you this time, 
on condition you will do ſa no more, and will tell me 
who you are. As he defired nothing more than a 
reconciliation with the lady, he made no ſcruple to 
tell that his name was Caulosſe, and that he was the 
king's favourite. Sir, then, ſaid ſhe, I have often 
heard you well ſpoken of, have ſometimes deſired to 
fee you, and am pleaſed to enjoy that pleaſure at pre- 
fent. Then turning herſelf to the ladies, ſaid, Let us 
go on with our dancing and muſic, to entertain our 
gueſt, They danced till night, when an infinite num- 
ber of tapers were lighted. While ſupper was pre- 
paring, the young lady and the ſon of Abdallah con- 
verfed together. She afle'd many queſtions about Min- 


geban the king; and if he had any fine women in his 
ſeraglio. 
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ſeraglio. Madam, replies the ſon of Abdallab, he has 
women of no ordinary beauty. There is one of them 
he loves at preſent called Ghulendam, whom I ſhould 
think the moſt beautiful creature in the world, if I had 
never ſeen you; but your charms I confeſs are far 
ſuperior. This compliment pleaſed Dilara, for that 
was her name. She was the daughter of Boyruc, a 
Keraite grandee, whom the king had ſent to Samar- 
cande to compliment Uſec-Can, on his coming to the 
crown of T artary. 


NoTHrrixG could have pleaſed her more than Con- 
houſe's telling her that ſhe was more beautiful than the 
king's miſtreſs. This fed her vanity, and raiſed her 
good humour at the ſame time. She ſaid a thouſand 
ſmart things at ſupper, which heighten'd his paſſion. 
He in return made a number of pleaſant ſallies of wit 
and humour. But the time for his departure drawing 
near, he proſtrated himſelf before her; ſhould I, added 
he, ſtay here an hundred years, I ſhould never think 
it a moment in your converſation ; but begone I mult. 
To-morrow if you will permit me, I ſhall come again. 
She conſented, telling him if he would come to the 
gate of the moſque, where he was that day, he ſhould 
be again conducted to her. This ſaid, ſhe ordered 
her favourite ſlave to bring a purſe to her, which was 
wrought with filk and gold thread, of her own work, 
in which were jewels of conſiderable value. Of this, 
ſhe made a preſent to Coulouſe. He accepted of it, 
paid his obeyſance, and went his way. In the court 
he met the old woman, who opened the ſtreet gate, 
and ſhewed him the road to the palace. 
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As ſoon as he came into the palace, he retired to 
his own apartment, and went to bed. He had but 
little ſleep, and rifing early in the morning went to the 
king, who was in great pain about him. Well Cou- 
keuſe, ſays his majeſty, What became of you yeſterday ? 
Where did you hide yourſelf ? Great fir, ſays the fa- 
vourite, your majelty ſhall know my adventure, and I 
am perſaaded you will not be ſurpriſed ; but pardon 
my abſence. Now he related all that had happened 
to him. Is it poſſible that this young lady ſhould be 
ſo charming ſays Mirgehan ? Sir, ſays the fon of 
Abdallah, no words can tell her perfections, nor painter 
expreſs her beauty. This is too much, ſays the king. 
I am reſolved to ſee the lady, and will accompany 
you in the evening. How is it poſſible, ſays Coulouſe, 
for me to introduce you to the fight of her. I will 
diſguiſe myſelf, ſays the king, and pafs for your ſlave; 
and will lie concealed in ſome obſcure place, where I 
ſhall be able to ſee every thing. The ſon of Abdallah, 
fearful of diſobliging his majeſty, took him in the 
habit of a ſlave, and about twilight they placed them- 
ſelves near the gate of the moſque. They had not ſtood 
long before the old woman came, who ſaid to Con- 
louſe, Where was the neceſſity of bringing this ſlave 
with you ? ſend him back again. 


COULOUSE, ſeeing the king much mortified, 
replied to the old woman, My good mother, ſhall 1 
intreat you to let this ſlave follow us. He has wit, 
many diverting qualities, makes verſes off hand, and 
ſings to admiration. Your lady will not be diſpleaſed 

to 


Perſan T A L E S. 103 


to ſee him. The old woman conſented, and they went 
all three together; Coulouſe diſguiſed as before under 
the habit of a woman, and Mirgeban in the habit of a 
fave. When they had come thro' the court, and en- 
tered into the hall, they beheld it illuminated with a 
vaſt number of wax-tapers, which afforded light and 
odours at the ſame inſtant. Dilara, demanded of the 
ſon of Abdallah, the cauſe of his bringing the ſlave 
with him. Madam, fays he, I brought him for your 
diverſion. He is a mimick, a poet; and a muſician, 
Since it is ſo, ſays ſhe, he is welcome; and harkye 
friend, adds ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to the king, Behave 
_ yourſelf with modeſty, and fail not in your reſpects, 
leſt you repent it. The king ſeeing himſelf under 
the neceſſity of playing the part of a buffoon, acquit- 
ted himſelf ſo handſomely, that the lady faid to Cu- 
houſe, really, fir, you have brought us a witty youth. 
There is ſomething gallant and noble in his manners. 
He ſhall be cup-bearer this night. I like him. Since 
he has, replies the favourite, the good fortune to pleaſe 
you, he · is no longer mine. Take him, madam, your- 
ſelf. Catalpan, ſays he, to the king, there ſtands. 
your miſtreſs. The king came up to the lady, 
kifling her hand, ſaid, L am now your ſlave, and w 
ſerve you with zeal. ET 
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S uE accepted Mirgehan, and ſaid to Coulou/e,A 
young fellow belongs henceforth. to me; but pefih 
me to leave him in your hands. He ſhall reſide ich 
you, and come with you as often as you come. I An- 
not keep him here, becauſe he is known to be Fete 
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lady filled him a bumper, and faid, drink this to my 
health. Dilara encouraged the jollity of her viſitors, | 


of my prince Ho! ſays Dilara ſmiling, you affect 
to be diſcreet. Did you not tell me yeſterday of 


ſter put more confidence in us. Come, fir, ſays the 
king, oblige the lady. And tho? I pretend to keep a 
ſecret as well as any man, I aſſure you this gentleman 
has always concealed his love for this favourite lady. 
from me, 


COULOUSE was mightily affected with what 


Mirgehan ſaid; and plainly perceived, that what Di- 
| lara 
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deſigned as «piece of raillery, had made ill im- 
preſtons upon his mind. In the mean time they all 
to drink, till the king, inſenſihly warmed, 
the lady with great familiarity ; I beſeech yon 
ſing me a ſong ; I hear that you fing charmingly. 
Sue burſt into laughter, and faid, with all my heart, 
Then calling for her lute, which was ready tuned, 
played an excellent air in the 7rac meaſure, which ſhe 
accompanied with her voice; afterwards taking the 
tabor in hand, ſhe ſung an air in the Bonſelic mea. 
ſure. 


[1 


Ih 


Tur king, who never heard ſuck mufic and ſinging 
before, being all in raptures, forgot to a& the part of 
a ſlave any longer, and ſaid, Madam, I am enchanted. 
with you ; notwithſtanding the wonders which Coulouſe 
told me of you, he came far ſhort of your character. 
Here the ſon of Abdallah made ſigns to him, but to no 
purpoſe. No, adds the prince, aac Mou/eli, my mu- 
ſician, whoſe voice. and judgment is applauded, ſings 
not half ſo well. Dilara, from theſe words obſerving. 
it was the king whom ſhe had taken for a ſlave, whif, 
pered her women; I am ruiged : then ran for a veil: 
to cover her face, and came. back. to Mirgehan, and 
ſtood before him. Pray, Madam, faid he, be ſeated ;, 
it is rather my duty to ſtand, Am I not your. 
flave ?- 


DILAR 4 hereupon began to weep. Ah! great: 
monarch, ſays ſhe, I. humbly implore you to hav: 
compaſſion upon me. I am young, and void of. e 
perience ; vouchſafe, I beſeech your majeſty, to par 

do. 
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don me. Fear nothing, ſays the king, but tell me 
who you are. She fatisfied his curiofity, and he re- 
turned to his palace. | 


1 
: 
] 
| 
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CovLrouss baniſhed from the Court of 
Cabal Can. 


IRGEHAN, from this day ſuſpecting that 
there was love between his favourite miſtreſs 
and the ſon of Abdallah, by what Dilara had ſaid by 
way of raillery, would give ear to nothing but his 
jealouſy. For this reaſon, without examining into the 
truth of his conjectures, he the next morning forbid 
Coulouſe to appear before him, and order'd him to be 
informed, that his will was, he ſhould that very day 
depart from Caracorum. 


Tas favourite, knowing his innocence, did not 
doubt but to make it appear, if he could gain audi- 
ence of his majeſty. He obeyed the Order of the 
king, and joining in with a large caravan, which was 
going to Tartary, he arrived at Samarcande, well know- 
ing how to bear adverfity. As he confidered the acci- 
cents of this life, as things inevitable, nothing was 
able to ſhake the fortitude of his mind. 


Hz Iived'at Samarcande, perfectly reſigned to every 
fortune that might attend his life. He eat and drank 
well, and- partook of diverſions as long as his money 

laſted. 
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at 0 eden of a mithne. The prieſts talked with 
him, and finding he was an intelligent perſon, ordered 
him a regular ſubfiſtance ; upon which he lived very 
comfortably, and contented. However, it one day 
came to paſs, that a conſiderable merchant called 
Mouzaffer, came to prayers at this moſque. He look- 
ed hard at Caalaſe, and at length calling him, ſaid; 
Young man, who are you ? What has brought you 
hither ? Sir, ſaid he, I was of a good family in Damas, 
and had a mind to travel. I came into Tartary, and 
within a few leagues of Samarcande, fell among rob- 
bers, who killed my ſervants, and took away all 
I had. 


Bs comforted, ſays Mouzaffer; there is always 
ſome ſweets mixed with the bitter. You, perhaps, may 
find ſomething here, which may turn out to your ad- 
vantage, and contribute to your peace of mind. Riſe 
and follow me. He did as he was order'd, and enter'd 
with him into his houſe, where he ſaw a vaſt magazine 
of valuable ftuffs, rich furniture, and a number of ſer- 
vants. 'The merchant made him fit down with him at 
the table, order'd him ſome ſherbet, jellies, and the 
moſt nouriſting meat. Dinner over, they talked to- 
gether a conſiderable Time, Then Mouzafer ſent him 
away with large preſents. 


On the following day the merchant came-to the 
fame moſque, brought him to his houſe again, and en- 
tertained him as before. There was now there a doctor 
called Daziſchemend, who, after they had dined, toe 
Coulau/e 
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Conlayſe alide, and ſaid to him, Young firanger | the 
merchant of this houſe has buſineſs of importance for 
very ſerviceable to you in your preſent ſituation. He 
has an only child who is called Taler; a young man of 
a hot and paſſionate temper. He lately married the 
daughter of a foreign lard, and in a paſſionate fit, uſed 
her ill. She having ſome ſpirit alſo, anſwer d his anger 
with wards of contempt. 


' TABER, provoked at this her infolence, put her 
away ; but now repents of it. She is beautiful, and 
he loves her ; but our laws do not permit him to take 
her again, unleſs ſhe is married to another, and by this 
ſecond huſband divorced. For this reaſon, Mouzaffer 
wiſhes you. would marry her this day, paſs the night 
with her, and pat her away in the morning. He will 
make you a preſent of fifty ſequins of gold. Will you 
oblige your friend by coming into this ſcheme ? Will 
T not, replies Coulouſe. Am I not diſpoſed to do any 
xeaſonable- ſervice to my benefactor? He made me 
welcome, and belides I do not find any averfion in my 
nature to the propoſal. I believe, fays the doctor, 
there are hundreds in this city, who would think them- 
ſelves very happy to be choſen Hullas on this occa- 
fron. Taber's wife is tall and ſtrait 3 her eye-brows- 
finely arched, and from her eyes fatal darts are com- 
municated to all thoſe who look at them; the ſnow is 
not whiter than her ſkin, and her checks and lips are 
like roſe-buds. There is no want of Hw/as, continues 
Daniſchemend here; but he muſt be a ſtranger, becauſe 
theſe things ſhould be kept as ſecret as poſſible. For 

on 


Perian T ALES. 111 
this reafon Mouzaffer has fixed upon you. I am Ns, 


may 

imagine, ſays the fan of Hudallal, that I already wiſh 
I had eſpouſed hex. Yes, Sir, ſays the Nayb, I doubt 
not ; but you muſt put her away to-morrow morn- 


ſwear I will divorce the lady whom you oblige me to 
marry. Mouzaffer immediately calls for his fan Taber, 
and the reſt of his family, and the Nayb inſtantly mar- 


ried them without ſuffering the bridegroom to ſee the 
bride. It was likewiſe determined, that the Hulla 
ſhould paſs the night with her in the dark, as he 
might be more willing to put her away in the morn- 
ing. 


NrcuT coming on, Coulouſe was brought into the 
bridal chamber, and there left in the dark with the 
lady, who was laid in a bed of gold brocade. He 
faſtened the door, put off his cloaths, felt about for the 
bed, and finding it, lay down by his wife. When 
the found herſelf going to be given up to a man whom 
ſhe had never ſeen, ſhe formed in her mind a fright- 
ful. image, well knowing that the Ha/las were uſually 
choſen out of the pooreſt wretches that chance and 
neceſlity preſent. Coulan/e was equally uneaſy, and 
ſaid, madam, How favourable ſoever this night may 
be to me, my joys are like to prove imperfect. I have 
formed to myſelf fuch a quinteſſence of beauty, and 
ſo.carneſtly deſire to ſee. it, that. I know not whether 
| it 
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it be not as great a torture to poſſeſs you without be- 
holding you, as it would be to ſee you without the 
hopes of ever poſſeſſing you. However, I am obliged 
upon oath to yield you up again to-morrow. Alas ! 
madam, as my happineſs is thus fleeting, it ought to 
have been compleat in every other reſpett. 


He ſaid no more, waiting for the Iady's anſwer : 


but how was he furprized, when inſtead of that, ſhe 


cried out, O you ! whom Taber has choſen to be the 
inftrument of our former union, tell me who you are-? 
Methinks I know the found of your voice. Coulouſe 
ſtartled at theſe words, rejoins, inform me then of your 
family. I imagine I hear a Keraite lady, whom I 
ſhould know. Gracious heaven ! adds he, correcting 
himſelf, can you be ?-No—'Tis impoſſible that you 
Mould be the daughter of Boyruc. Oh! Coulou/e, the 
lady replies, is it you that ſpeak to me? It is I, my 
queen ſaid he, who cannot believe that he hears Di- 
lara. Be aſſured, fir, I am that unhappy Dilara who 
entertained you and king Mirgehan, and by my impru- 
dence cauſed your baniſhment from his court. I am 
the perſon you ſhould regard as your greateſt enemy. 
Ceaſe madam, fays the fon of Abdallah, accuſe not 
yourſelf. It was the decree of heaven that ſo order- 
ed it, and I thank my ſtars, which by that accident 
have led me to happineſs. But, my faireft Dilare, 
How came you to be the wife of Tater ? 


Mr father, ſays ſhe, during his embaſſy at Samar. 


cande, lodged with Mowzaffer. They two made up 


ſent. me 
from 


the match, and when my fatker returned, he 
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from Caracorum to Samarcande with a large retinue. 
I obeyed, tho' pre-engaged to you. I confeſs, my 
dear Coulouſe, I loved you, tho' I concealed my paſſion, 
and your diſgrace has coſt me many tears. My mar- 
riage with Taber could not baniſh you from my re- 
membrance. His being in nature a brute, and diſ- 
agreeable in perſon, fixed you deeper in my heart. I 
ever deſpaired of ſeeing you again: but my hap- 
pineſs ſurpaſſes my expectation, ſince inſtead of a huſ- 
band impoſed upon me, I meet a lover. Coulouſe tranſ- 
ported with joy and love at the ſame time, cries out, 
Is it you then I am hired to marry ? Oh ! princeſs, if 
my diſgrace has coſt you ſome tears, join with me to 
improve the preſent moment ; let us turn all to joy and 
extaſy. The whole night was ſpent in repeating to 
each other their mutual happineſs on this unexpected 
meeting : but even now, when their ſouls overflowed 
in the moſt paſſionate expreſſions, one of Mouzaffer's 
flaves, knocked hard at the door, crying aloud, Come, 
come, ſeigneur Hula, be pleaſed to riſe. It is broad 
day. Coulouſe made no reply, tho” all the tender tranſ- 
ports of his ſoul ſunk into ſadneſs. My queen, ſays 
he, what is it we hear? Muſt we ſo ſoon be torn 
aſunder ? Conſider, madam, notwithſtanding the mar- 
riage ties, I have ſworn to put you off this very inſtant. 
And can you, interrupts the lady, think of keeping 
that fatal oath ! Would you not pay the price of one 
perjury for Dilara. Ah ! Coulouſe, you love me not, 
adds ſhe, weeping. Your promiſe is injurious to love 
and reaſon, weigh it in the ſcale againft the poſſeſſion 
of your favourite object. Suppoſe I ſhould violate my 
honour, replied I; can you think that a ſtranger, deſti- 

©... tut 
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tute of friends and money, can oppoſe the power of 
Mouzaffer. Deſpiſe his menaces, ſays Dilara, the 
laws are on your ſide. A man of reſolution will ren- 
der all his efforts vain. Say no more, cries the ſon 
of Abdallab. 


In the mean time Taber himſelf knocked at the 
chamber door ; Hulla, ſays he, put on your cloaths as 
faſt as poſſible ; the deputy of the Cady will be here in 
an inſtant, He roſe in a moment, dreſſed himſelf, and 
opened the door to Taber, who ordered him to be car- 
ried to the bath, by a Greet ſlave, who handed to him 
fine linen, and a handſome robe, and led him intq a 
hall, where he ſaw Morzaffer, his ſon, and Dani/che- 
mond. They made him fit down, and among other 
diſhes, they had ſoups made of the juice of mutton. 
This over, Daniſchemond took Coulonſe apart, paid him 
the ſequins of gold, and preſented him with a rich 
turban, ſaying, ſee what Mouzaffer gives you. He 
alſo ſends his thanks for your ſervice, and defires you 
would this day put away your wife, and leave Samar- 
cande, If any one afks you, © Haſt thou ſeen the 
„ Camel.” * Anſwes, no. To this the ſon of 4k 
dallah replied, throwing down the turban and the ſe- 
quins, I thought juſtice, probity, and religion flouriſh- 
ed in Samarcende, eſpecially, ſince the crown of Tar- 
tary deſcended to Upec-Can ; but I am either deceived, 
or the king is not truly informed, that it is the practice 
to abuſe ſtrangers, in the very city where he reſides. 
Let him judge of my caſe ; I come hither ; a merchant 


. 
invites 


would fay, Kerp the ſecret, 
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invites me to dinner: engages me to marry a lady, 
according to the laws ; I enter into the engagement, 
and after I ſolemnly made her my wife, I am required 
to put her away. Ceaſe, ſeigneur Nayb, importuning 
me to act unbecoming a man of honour. I ſhall cover 
my head with duſt, and proftrate myſelf at the feet of 
Utec-Can, to implore his determination in this affair. 


Tu s deputy of tue Cady took the merchant aſide, 
and ſaid, you adviſed to make uſe of this ſtranger 
for a Huila; you could not have pitched upon a more 
unfit perſon. He refuſes to part with his wife ; but I 
perceive the man is neceſſitous. Offer him a larger 
gratuity. Coulon/e over-hearing replied, No, no, ſeig- 
neur Mouzaffer, ſhould you offer me ten thouſand ſe- 
quins, and the richeſt finffs in your warehouſe, I will 
not break the ſalemm contra I have made, Neither 
your money, nor menaces have the leaſt effect upon 
me. You can never oblige me to part with a lady, 
who, by the laws of your land, is my property. I 
hear enough, ſays the paſſionate Taber 3 let us take 
this wretch before the Cady ; we ſhall ſoon ſee whe- 
ther it will be allowed to abuſe perſons of credit with 
falſe promiſes. They now offered him a greater re- 
ward; but finding their attempts ineffectual, took him 
before the Cady. The Cady. inftantly fixing his eyes 
upon Coulouſe, ſaid, Young ſtranger, whom no body 
knows, who were reduced to live in 2 moſque upon 
the charity of the prieſts, are you ſo void of reafon 
as to think you ſhall poſſeſs in quiet a lady, who was 
the wife of Taber? You are not able to furniſh an 

Expence that is proper for a family of credit. Quit, 
therefore, 
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therefore, thoſe vain hopes; accept the merchant's 
offers, put away your wife, and return from whence 
you came; or prepare this inſtant to receive a hun- 
dred baſtinadoes. 


Fir u in his reſolves, Coulouſe received the puniſh- 
ment, with an air of unconcern. After which, fays 
the Cady, Let that ſuffice for the preſent, to-morrow 
we will double the doſe. Let him paſs this night 
with his wife; whereupon Cau/ou/e returned home with 
Mouzaffer and his ſon, who though much bruiſed, 
thought his ſufferings very much alleviated by the 
liberty granted him to ſee Dilara again. The father 
now made the Hulla an offer of 300 ſequins of gold, 
if he would immediately repudiate the daughter of 
Boyruc ; and while he was trying every artifice to win 
him, Taber entered the lady's apartment. 


Sn E trembled at the fight of him, imagining that 
he came to bring her bad tidings. Her cheeks turned 
pale, and it was with ſome difficulty ſhe was able to 
ſupport herſelf from fainting away. Taber deluded by 
theſe ſymptoms, took it for granted, that ſomebody 
had previouſly informed her of the ſon of Abdallab's 
refuſing to put her away, and vainly imagined that was 
the cauſe of her diſorder. Madam, ſays he to her, 
grieve no more; the wretch, whom I choſe for my 
Hulla, will not refign you to my embraces. He has 


received, on this account, one hundred baſtinadoes, 
which, if he perſiſts in his obſtinacy, are to be dvubled 
to-morrow. Be comforted then, my ſultaneſs, you 
agreed. . 

| es, 
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Yes, Sir, replies Dilara; I confeſs the Hulla is the oc - 
caſion of my miſery. The happineſs of my life de- 
pends upon him; and I greatly fear this affair will be 
the occaſion of my miſery. Pardon me, my queen, 
replies he, baniſh your fears. Sooth yourſelf with the 
hopes that to-morrow our union will be re-eſtabliſhed, 


This ſaid, he left the lady's apartment, and ſoon after 
Coulouſe enter'd. 


Hax grief was now turned to joy; Oh ! my deareſt 
huſband, ſaid ſhe, come and receive the reward of 
your conſtancy. The cruelties you have ſuffer'd diſtract 
me ; but much more do the freſh torments with which 
you are threaten'd. Madam, replies the ſon of 46- 
dallah, you ſhall ſee, that all the future puniſhments, 
which are in their power to inflict upon me, ſhall ne- 
ver have the power to ſhake my conſtancy. What the 
will of fate has decreed to be my lot, is far beyond 
my comprehenſion, Whether I am to live or to die 
for you, I will not take upon me to ſay ; but of this 
I am certain ; it ſhall never be recorded in the book 
of heaven, that I ſhall repudiate you. No, ſays Di- 
lara, heaven has not joined us in ſo miraculons a man- 
ner, that we ſhould be ſo ſoon parted. Did you let 
the Cady know, adds ſhe, that you was once the fa- 
vourite of the king of the Keraites ? No, replies the 
ſon of 4bdallah, he would not hear me; but declared, 
I ſhould never keep poſſeſſion of you, becauſe I have 
not riches ſufficient to ſupport you. Since this is the 
caſe, ſays ſhe, fail not to tell the Cady to-morrow, when 
you are carried before him, that you are the ſon of 
Maſſacud, a merchant of Cogende, who is vaſtly rich. 

Add 
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Add likewiſe, that you ſfrall ſoon receive ſuch ſums 
from him, as will convince the whole world, TO 
advance nothing but the truth. 


By this expedient they both hoped to oblige the 
Cady to let them quietly continue together for ſome 
time. They paſſed the remaining part of the day, 
and the whole night, like two lovers who want nothing 
to compleat their joy till after ſun-riſing ; when the 
officers of the Cady and Taber came to the chamber- 
door, and knocking rudely, cried out, ſeigneur Hu/la, 
Riſe immediately, and come before the judge. At 
theſe words he figh'd, and Dilara began to weep, fay- 
ing, Unhappy Coulouſe, what a price doſt thou pay for 
thy wife ? My princeſs, anſwers he, ceaſe your fears, 
they afflit my very ſoul. Let us not caſt ourſelves 
down to deſpair ; but rather re-animate our hopes, and 
expect the beſt from heaven. 


HE now opened the door, and accompanied the 
officers to the Cady, who ſaid to him, Are you not 
wiſer than you were yeſterday ? Or will it be proper to 
ply you with freſh baſtinadoes. My lord and maſter, 
replies Coulou/e, long may you live; but know, fir, I 
am not a beggar. And fince I find there is an abſo- 
lute neceſſity to make myſelf known, I muſt inform 
you, that my name is Nucneduin, the fon and heir of a 
merchant of Cogende, who is called Maſſacoud. My 
father is as rich as Moazafer ; and if he knew my ne- 
ceſſities, and the marriage in which I am engaged, he 
would ſend me numerous camels loaden with gold, 
and all che women of Samarcand would envy the 
' | good 
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good fortune of the lady, whom I have taken to wife. 
What! muſt I, becauſe I fell among thieves near this 
city, was ſtripped of every thing, and forced to re- 
tire into a moſque for ſubſiſtance; Muſt I be uſed in 
this manner, and treated like a vagrant, or a thief ? 
I will foon let you know, that I can maintain a wife 
of any quality, in as much grandeur as Taber. I will 


write to my father, he will make me vaſt remittances 
in this city. 


Taz injuftice, which the Cady had done to Coulou/+, 
began to reverberate upon his own conſcience : Was it 
by this accident you came to be in diſtreſs ? Even fo, 
replies the ſon of Abda/lah. You may ſee, fir, I am 
not a wretch nurſed up in poverty. Why did you not 
tell me this yeſterday, ſays the judge ? adding, feigneur 
Mouzaffer, what the Hulla informs us, makes a vaſt 
difference in the cauſe before us. Our laws will not 
conſtrain him to put away his wife. Alas! fays 
Mouzaffer, Do you, fir, give any credit to this im- 
poſtor ? He ſays this, to ſkreen himſelf from farther 
puniſhment, and to gain time. That is an affair, an- 
ſwers the Cady, which is beyond my determination, 
All I can do for you, is to oblige the Halla to prove the 
truth of what he has advanced. Taber ſaid, we defire 
no more. We know Maf/acud is a very rich merchant, 
if the Hulla is his ſon, we will give him up Dilara, 
but it is reaſonable they ſhould be kept aſunder, till 
the meſſenger returns from Cogende, which will not take 
up above fifteen days. That is contrary to all cuſtom 
and order, replies the judge. The wife ought to ſtay 
with her huſband. But then, I ſwear by the black 

ſtone 
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ſtone of the ſacred temple of Mecca, and by the holy 
of Medina, if he deceives us, the impoſtor ſhall 
finiſh his life by a cruel and ignominious death. 


 MOUZAFFER and his ſon inſtantly diſpatched 
one of their domeſticks to Cogende to know the truth 
of this affair, and Cauloasſe went directly to his lady to 
relate to her what had paſſed before the Cady. She 
tranſported with the news, ſaid, My deareſt huſband, 
all is well. Before the courier can arrive at Cogende, 
we will make our eſcape, in the night to Bocara, 
where we may live upon my fortune, and it will not 
be in the power of our enemies to moleſt us. This 
ſcheme was approved of by Caz/ou/e, but they found 
themſelves watched too narrowly in this .houſe to put 
it into execution. They therefore judged it neceſſary, 
in caſe Mouzaffer oppoſed it, to aſk leave of the Cady 
to change their lodgings. This concerted, the ſon of 
Abdallah went with all ſpeed to find out the merchant 
and his ſon Taber, and told them he intended that very 
day to quit their houſe, and as the law gave him an 
abſolute authority over his wife, he would carry her 
where he pleaſed. Taber on the other hand proteſted 
that he would not ſuffer her to go from under his roof. 


Tuis diſpute brought them again before the judge, 
who aſked Coulouſe why he would not ſtay with Man- 
zaffer ? To this he replied, I have often heard Ma/- 
faoud, my father ſay, when we live with our enemies, 
we ſhould ſeparate ourſelves as ſoon as poſſible. My 
wife likewiſe defires it as much as I. Ah! thou ut- 
terer of falſhood, replies Taber. She has afflifted her- 
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ſelf ever ſince ſhe was married to this wretch. And 
has the impudence to ſay, That ſhe will not ſtay in 
my houſe. Give your orders, and let Dilara be in- 
ſtantly brought before you to anſwer for herſelf; that 
you may ſee how ſhe ſtands affected. It is agreed. 
ſays the Cady, and I pronounce, if ſhe does not make 
good what the Hulla has advanced, ſhe fhall this mo- 
ment be repudiated. 


Tus Nayb ran and fetched Dilara before the Cay, 
who aſked her whether ſhe deſired to leave Mouzafer's 
houſe, adding, ſpeak madam, declare the ſentiments 
of your heart. To which ſhe anſwered, fir, The 
whole tenderneſs of my ſoul is towards my ſecond 
huſband, the ſon of Maſaozd; and I humbly implore 
the ſeigneur Cady, that he will permit us to depart 
from Mouzaffer's houſe. Very well, madam, ſays the 
judge: then turning to Taber, added, You ſee, fir, the 
Hulla knows what he affirms. Ah! traitreſs, ſays the 
firſt Huſband, is it poſſible you can be thus far ſeduced 
ſince yeſterday ? I am ſorry to hear it for your ſake, 
replies the Cady, but my duty calls me to give them 
liberty to lodge where they pleaſe. Taber ſuſpecting 
their deſign, deſired the Cady to have them narrowly 
watched, which he promiſed ſhould be done with the 
ſtricteſt care and vigilance. 


Ix ſhort, they quitted Mouzaffer's houſe that very 
day, and lodged in a public inn, where they wanted 
for nothing. The lady had a conſiderable dowry, 
and a great number of jewels. They according!y pur- 
chaſed ſome ſlaves, and gave themſelves up to the 
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enjoyments of life, as if Coz/ou/e had really been the 
ſon of Mafſacud, and expected returns from Cogende. 


Tus adventure of the Hulla, notwithſtanding the 
great care which was taken by Mouzaffer to keep it 
ſecret, ſoon became the topic of converſation in Sa- 
marcande, Perſons of the higheſt rank came to viſit 
the two lovers. Amongſt the reſt came, one day, a 
man in a courtlike dreſs, who told them he was one 
of the king's officers, ſaying, he knew what had 
paſſed at the Caay's, and that he intereſted himſelf in 
their fortunes. They expreſſed their gratitude, by 
inviting him to their table. And to fignify more than 
common reſpect, Dilara laid aſide her veil. The 
officer ſurpriſed with her beauty, cryed out, Seigneur 
Hulla, I no longer wonder at your fortitude of mind 
They ſat down to dinner, where there was ſerved up 
a variety of the moſt delicate meats, and wines of all 
kinds. Then perfumes were handed round. This 
done, the lady called for a tabor, upon which ſhe 
played, and ſung to an air in the Uzza/ meaſure. 
'Then calling for a lute, ſhe tuned it herſelf, and play'd 
ſo divinely, as charmed the king's officer. Laſtly, ſhe 
took a guitarr, and ſung a pathetic air in the -mea- 
ſure called Nawa, which is always uſed to ſhew the 
lamentations of abſent lovers. This ſong, ſhe com- 
poſed at Cafacorum, after the diſgrace of Coulonſe, and 
the ſoftneſs of the notes made ſo deep an impreſſion 
upon Cowlouſe, that in a little time he melted into 
tears. 'The king's officer obſerving this, aſked him 
what was the cauſe of his forrow ? Alas! fir, anſwers 
the ſon of Abdallah, what can it avail you to know, 
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why my eyes run down with tears. I am born for 
affliction! The officer not ſatisſied with this anſwer, 
ſaid, In the name of every thing that is ſacred, O 
young ftranger ! I conjure you to tell me your adven- 
tures. It is not out of curioſity I preſs to hear them, 
but becauſe I find myſelf ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve 
you, and perhaps you will never have cauſe to repent 
of the confidence you place in me. Tell me who you 
are. Hide nothing from me. My hiſtory is too tedi- 
ous, replies Cauluaſe. No, no, ſays the officer, omit not 
the ſmalleſt circumſtance. Then the ſon of Abdallah 
ran thro' the whole of his adventures without reſerve. 
Nay, he confeſſed that he was not the ſon of Maſſaoud, 
but made uſe of that ſtratagem to ſecure to himſe!f 
the poſſeſſion of Dilura. But alas ! continues he, this 
ſcheme is like to prove abortive. They have diſpatch- 
d a courier to Cogende, who will return in three days; 
fo that the Cady, when he is informed of the truth, 


will puniſh me with death. That thought weighs 
down my foul with affliction! 


COULOUSE mingled ſighs and tears with his 


diſcourſe, and Dilara's grief correſponded with that 


of her lover. The officer alſo, obſerving the ſympathy 
of their ſorrow, was moved with compaſſion. Would 
to heaven, ſaid he, I could prevent your coming-deſti- 
ny; but it ſeems to me almoſt impoſſible. The Cay 
is a vigilant and inflexible magiſtrate. Place your con- 
fidence in providence, who can ſet open priſons, and 
over- rule the decrees of man. Here he took his leave. 
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Ir is very odd, ſays Dilara, that a man, on his 
own accord, ſhould come, and offer his ſervices to a 
ſtranger ; that he ſhould defire to know your grie- 
vances, and promiſe you ſome relief, or at leaſt of 
uſing his utmoſt endeavours in our behalf, and at laſt 
to take his leave abruptly, and turn us over to provi- 
dence. Madam, ſays Coulouſe, wrong not the gentle- 
man, in your thoughts. He has the appearance of a 
man of honour. What could he do more than com- 
miſerate our misfortune ? And whence can we expect 
ſuccour ? The hand of heaven alone has power to de- 
liver us from danger. 


"IIIII IEEE EY 


CovLoust and DiLaRa reinſtated in 
their original Grandeur. 


N the mean time this unfortunate pair employed 

the two remaining days in fighs and lamentations. 
They attempted to corrupt the guards, but in vain. 
And now the fatal day was come. A day, as much 
dreaded by theſe two, as it was wiſhed for by Mon- 
zaffer and his ſon. 


Wurn * appeared, Coulou/e, full of grief and 
deſpair, ſaid to his wife in broken accents, adieu! I 
£0 to accompliſh my deſtiny. As for you, live, and 
be ever happy ; but blot not out of your remembrance 
wie man who has loved you with fo much tenderneſs. 


Cruel 
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Cruel and unkind, ſays ſhe, would you have me linger 
out my days in trouble and anxiety ; no, no, I will 
accompany you to the laſt. Taber, the deteſtible Taber / 
ſhall at ance ſee the diſſolution of what he hates, and 
what he loves. Let us go to the place prepared for 
our execution. I refolve to let the world ſee, that I 
had rather die with you, than live with Taber, 


Tu E fon of A4bdallah conjured her not to give him 
ſo fatal a pledge of her affection. Dilara perſiſted in 
her obſtinacy to die with him. While they continued 
their reaſons on both fides, they heard a great naiſe at 
the outer gate, and immediately ſaw the Cady entering 
the gate, followed by ſeveral perſons, amongſt whom 
was Mouzaffer and his ſon. Dilara at this fight faint- 
ed away, and while ſhe was ſupported by ſome ſlaves, 
who ſtepped in to her aſſiſtance; Coz/ouſe run forward 
to meet the Cady, who bowing ta him, ſmiling ſaid, 
fir, the meſſenger is come back from Cogende, with 
one of your father Ma/aoud's ſervants. He has ſent 
you forty camels laden with ftuffs, fine linen, and other 
merchandize. We no longer doubt of your being his 
ſon, and intreat you to forget the rough treatment you 
have received from us. | 


Waun the judge had done ſpeaking, Mouzafer and 
his ſon came up and aſked his pardon. I give up to 
you, ſays Taber, all my pretenſions to Dilara. Con- 
louſe knew not what to think of this, and thought it 
was all mockery : when there came up to him a ſort 
of ſlave, who took him by the hand, and preſenting 
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to him a letter, ſaid, your father and mother are both 
in good health, and impatient for your return. 


COULOUSE, not knowing what anſwer to make, 
redd'ned prodigiouſly ; then breaking it open, read 
as follows : 


« Tyanxs be to heaven, and bleſſings poured 
« down upon the grea: prophet, upon his houſehold, 
and upon his friends. 


« My deareſt ſon, I have taken no reſt ſince you 
«« left me. The poyſon of your abſence, preys upon 
„my heart, and waſtes my life inſenſibly. By the 
„ meſſenger, who came from Mouzaffer, I am inform- 
ed of all that has befallen yon; and immediately 
gave orders for forty black camels, with large eyes, 
© to be loaded with merchandize of all kinds, under 
* the conduct of Giober, the captain of my carriages. 
Write inſtantly an account of your welfare, that 
our hearts may be comforted with gladnefs, and our 
.« health regained.” 
MassAaovuD. 


Tus ſon of Abdallah had ſcarce made an end 
of reading, when he ſaw forty camels enter the 
court. Then the captain faid to him, My lord and 
maſter ! let the camels be unloaded, by your orders, 
and the goods be laid up in ſome great hall. What ! 
in the name of wonder ! can all this mean, ſays Cou- 
houſe, aſide ; I have heard many ſurpriſing things, * 
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he, but this ſurpaſſes even admiration. In the mean 
time the captain accoſted him as if he had known him 
long ago, ſaying, the Cady and Mouzafer, take all 
theſe appearances for truth. Be it fo then, and tho” 
the whole is paſt my comprehenſion, ſays the ſon of 
Abdallah, let me make the beſt. ufe of it. Heaven, 
perhaps, is pleaſed to work a miracle in my favour. 


He immediately ordered the bails to be carried into 
the hall, and the camels to be taken care of. Now 
Giober, ſays he, tell me ſome news of our family. 
Are my friends and relations all well at Cogende ? All, 
excepting your father, replies the captain, who thinks 
every hour a year, till you go thither, and take with 
you the lady you have eſpouſed. While Giober ſpoke 
theſe words, the Cady, Taber, and his father, took 


their leave, fully perſuaded that Conlou/e was the ſon 
of Maſacud, and the judge diſmiſſed the guard. 


Wazn they were all gone, Caulouſo ſhewed the let- 
ter to Dilara, who was juſt recover'd from her fit, and 
cried out, All. graciaus heaven ! To you alone we owe 
this wonderful deliverance ! To you, who have taken 
pity upon two lovers, whoſe hearts you firſt united ! 
Madam, replies the ſon of Abdallab, our troubles are 
not come to an end. No, no, my apprehenſions are 
greater than ever. You have put me upon taking the 
name of a man, who muſt needs be in this city. We 
have now no watch, and nothing can ohſtruct our 
flight, but the rumour of the arrival, of thefe 
camels, Thus reaſoned Conlouſe, diſtrafted between 
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hope and fear, expecting Taber and the Cady to 
enter every moment. While he was in this per- 
plexity, the king's officer, who had been with him 
wo days before, came in. Seigneur Hulla, ſaid he, I 
come to congratulate your good fortune, and at the 
fame time to reproach you. Why did you not tell me 
that you were not the ſon of Maud? My dear fin, 
replies the ſon of Abdallab, I have told you the truth. 
I never ſaw Cogende, but am a native of Damas. Ne- 
vertheleſs, replies the officer, I am told you have re. 
ceived forty camels laden with divers kinds of ftuffs, 
and that Maſſasud writes to you as his ſon. The offi- 
cer being truly informed of every particular circum- 
ſtance relating to this affair by Couloufe, concluded, that 


Maſfſaoud had a ſon in Samarcande, and adviſed them 


to make their eſcape that very night ; he then bid 
them adieu, wiſhing them all manner of proſperity. 


Tu x two lovers, now left alone, prepared for their 
flight in the beſt manner they were able, and expected 
the night with impatience : But before it was dark, 
they were ſurprized with a great noiſe, and ſaw ſeveral 
horſe-guards enter the court of the inn. Struck: with 
terror at this fight, the ſon of Abdallab thought of no- 
thing but death. His fears, nevertheleſs, were of ſhort 
duration. They were the king's guards, and the cap- 
tain, who commanded them, alighting from his horſe, 


went into the apartment where Coulouſe and Dilara 


Were fitting, with a packet in his hand. Having ſa- 
luted them both with great reverence, he turned to the 
huſband, and faid, Sir, I come from the great Gees. 
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Can, who is deſirous to ſee the ſon of Mafſaoud. He 
4 ſends you this robe of honour, that you may be in a 
ſuitable dreſs to appear before him. The ſon of 46. 
dallah would willingly have been excuſed ; but was 
obliged to obey the orders of his majeſty. He put on 
the robe of honour, and when they came down into 
the court, the captain directed him to a mule, ſaying, 
J will conduct you to the palace. Coulou/e went up to 
the mule, which was. decorated with a ſaddle and 
bridle of gold ſet with diamonds ; when the page, kiſ- 
fing the ſtirrup, held it to him. The Hulla fixed his 
foot in it, and lightly vaulting into the ſaddle, went 
with the guards to the palace, and was conducted to 
the entrance-hall, where the prince uſed to give au- 
dience to ambaſſadors. Here the grand viſier took 
him by the hand, and led him to the king, who was 
ſeated on a throne of ivory, ſurrounded with all the 
nobles, and the grandees of Tartary. Caulouſe, dazled 
with the ſplendor of the throne, caſt his looks down - 
wards, and went to proſtrate himſelf before him. 


Taz king obſerving the dread he was ſtruck with, 
ſaid, Son of Maſacud, I have heard of your extraor- 
dinary adventures, I deſire you will relate them, and 
hide nothing from me. Coulouſe, knowing his voice, 
looked at the king, and found him to be the very per- 

ſon, who came to viſit him twice before, under the 
diſguiſe of an officer, and with whom he had intruſted 
all his ſecrets, fell with his face to the earth, and burſt. 
into tears. The viſier inſtantly raiſing him, ſaid, Fear. 
not, approach the king, kiſs the hem of his garment. 
The ſon of Abdal/ah drew near, and did ſo; then ſtood: 


G's up, 
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up, bowing down his head. But Usbec Can ſuffer d 
him not long to remain in this poſture. He came 
down from his throne, took him by the hand, and 
led him into his cloſet, and deſired him never more to 
apprehend the changes of fortune. You ſhall live 
with Dilara in my court, and ſhall hold the ſame dig- 
nity under me, as you once enjoyed at Caracorum un- 
der king Mergehan. I made you a viſit out of curiofity, 
and pleaſed with the confidence you. placed in me, I 
reſolved to fave your life. The forty camels, which 
vou poſſeſs at preſent, came out of my ſtables, I 
gave orders to buy the ſtuffs, and Gisber, who con- 
ducted them, is an eunuch, who very ſeldom goes out 
of the ſeraglio. The letter, which you received, was 
written by Debirkhaſſe ; and leſt the courier, ſent by 
Mouzaffer, ſhould arrive and diſcover all, I yeſterday 
ſent one of my officers to meet him upon the road, 
and to deliver ſuch.a meſſage to his maſter, as was 
ſuitable to my. purpoſe. Coulomſe having heard this, 
proſtrated himſelf at the king's feet, returned thanks 
for his goodneſs, and vowed. to have it in everlaſting 
remembrance. He brought Dilara that very day to 
the palace, where Uſec Can appointed them a magni- 
ficent apartment, with a handſome penſion, and or- 
der'd the hiſtory of their loves to be tranſmited ta 
poſterity by the ableſt writer in Samarcande. 
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The Hiſtory of Prince CAL Ar and the 
Princeſs of CHINA. 


ISTORIANS of former ages make a very 

honourable mention of Cala; they all agree, 
that in the comelineſs of his perfon, in his wit, and 
valour, he excelled all the princes of his age. His 
learning was great, and he was accurately inſtructed in 
the myſtical meaning of the Alcoran; infomuch as he 
was diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the Phenix of 
the eaſt. He was the foul of the councils of Timur- 
taſch ; if at any time a war was neceſſary, he com- 
manded the troops of the empire. His glorious tri- 
umphs and repeated ſucceſs had obliged the neighbour- 
ing nations not to give him any diſquiet. 


Tarvs ſtood the affairs of the Can his father, when 
an ambaſſador from the ſultan of Carizme came to his 
court, and demanded a yearly tribute for the future 
from the Nogais Tartars, which, if refuſed, his maſter 
would enter his territorics with an army of two hundred. 
thouſand men, and deprive the Can of his crown and. 
life. On this important event a council was aſſembled, 
in which Calaf aſſiſted, who gained over the majority 
to his opinion, and the ambaſſador was diſmiſſed with 
a refuſal, | 
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HszsREuPyoN ambaſſadors were. diſpatched to the 
adjacent countries, to perſuade them to join with the 
Can againſt the ſultan of Carizme. All the neighbour- 
ing nations, and among others the Circaffans, enter d 
into an alliance with him, and promiſed to aſſiſt him 
with fifty thouſand forces. While the Nogais were 
making preparations to take the field, Carizme. ad- 
vanced to Fund ; to which place, when Calaf had re- 
ceived all his ſuccours, he marched to meet him. Bu, 
before he reached thither, his courier brought him ad- 
vice, that the enemy were in fight, and approaching 
to give him battle. Calaf immediately commanded his 
army to halt, and put them in order. for the.combat, 
which began that morning, and laſted till night; when 
both the armies ſounded a retreat, reſolving to renew 
che fight the next morning. In the mean. time, the 
general of the Circaſſians, went to the ſultan's tent, and 
there aſſured him upon oath, that if he would never 
exact any tribute from the people of Circaſſa, he would 
abandon the Nogais, The treaty was concluded in 
the night, and the general returned to his tent. On 
the morrow, when the army was called to arms, the 
Circafians withdrew from their allies, and marched 
towards their own country. 


AnimaTED by the weachery of the Circaffan ge- 
neral, the Carizmians began the attack furiouſly, en- 
compaſſed the Nogais on every fide, and at length 
entirely defeated them. Prince Ca/af betook himſelf to 
flight at the head of ſome choſen ſquadrons, and tho' 
cloſely purſued by fix thouſand horſe, made his eſcape. 

thro. 


Perfian T ALES. 133 


thro' by-· roads to his father Timurtaſch, who was great 
ly afflited. at his ill ſucceſs. Soon after an officer 
from the army brought them intelligence, that the ſul. 
tan of Carizme was advancing by ſpeedy marches, to 
put to death the whole family of the Can. Now he 
began to be ſorry that he ever refuſed the tribute : but, 
as the Arabian proverb ſays, Repentance comes too 
late when the city of Baſra lies in aſhes.” 


Tut time was now ſhort; therefore the Can, the 
princeſs E/maze, his wife, and Ca/af, taking the moſt. 


valuable things out of their treaſury, left 4fracan 


their capital city, accompanied by ſeveral officers of 
the court. They marched towards the greater Bul- 
garia, to ſeek: for refuge; and having gained the aſ- 
cent of mount Caucaſus, fell in with a gang of robbers, 
to the number of four thouſand, who inhabited this 
mountain. Calaf with about four hundred troops at- 
tacked them, and killed many ; but having loſt moſt 
ob his- men in the engagement, he was left in the 
power of the banditti. Some of them ſeized upon 
the riches, while others put to death the whole retinue 
of the Can, ſparing only the life of this prince, his 
wife, and his ſon, whom they left almoſt naked upon 
the mountain. 


TIMURTASCH ſeeing himſelf reduced to this 
extremity, meditated attempts upon his own life. The 
princeſs melted: into tears. Ca/af alone had fortitude 
of mind to ſupport the weight of this afliftion. Oh ! 
my father, oh! my mother, ſaid he, fink nat undes 
your misfortunes. Let us hope that providence will 


compaſſionate 
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eompaſſionate our ſafferings, and that better days 
will ſucceed after this ftorm of adverſity. In the end 
his reaſon prevailed. I am ſatisfied, my fon, ſays the 
Can; let us reſign ourſelves to the will of heaven. 
The thieves having taken away their horſes, they tra- 
velled on foot for ſome time, and lived upon fruits, 
which they found in the vallies. But in a few days 
they came into a deſart, which afforded nothing for 
ſubſiſtance. Here the Car's ſpirits began to fail, and 
che princeſs was ſcarcely able to walk; ſo that Calf, 
tho” greatly fatigued, bore them by turns upon his 
back. Weary, hungry, and thirſty, they came to a 
place full of dreadful precipices ; at which the princeſs 
was ſo ſhocked, that ſhe cried out exceedingly. The 
Can alſo was abandoned to rage, and determined to- 
caſt himſelf down headlong, to be freed from the ty- 
ranny of his fortune, ſaying, Any death is preferable 
to a life of pain and miſery. 


An! my father, ſays Calaf, Why are you thus 
tranſported to your ruin ? Is this your boaſted reſigna- 
tion to the will of heaven? Tho' we cannot paſs thro? 
theſe unfathomable depths to the plain; let it be my 
care to find out another way. Recolle& yourſelf a 
while; ſmooth your ruffled thoughts. I ſhall ſoon re- 
turn. Go then, my ſon, replies the Can. Fear no- 

thing from my deſpair. 


Tu young prince walked round the hill unable to 
find a paſſage. Deeply afflicted at this diſappointment, 
he fell to the earth, groaning out his ſorrow, and im- 
plored heaven for relief. Then making freſh efforts to 

diſcover 
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diſcover ſome path, he purſued a track which lay be 
fore him, and came to a tree which ſtood in the en- 
trance to the plain, under which was a fountain of 
clear water. He alſo diſcover d more trees loaded 
with large fruit. Overjoy d at the fight, he ran back 
to give notice of it to his aged father and mother, 
who were the better pleaſed with the news, as they 
looked upon it to be a mark of the immediate favour 
of heaven, and believed their miſeries were now almoſt 
at an end. Calaf led them to the fountain, where they 
all waſhed, and quenched their thirſt. Then they eat 
of the fruit that the young prince gathered, which 
they thought delicious, having faſted ſo long, Sir, 
ſaid Calaf to the Can, you thought that heaven had 
forſaken us. I implored aſſiſtance from above, and 
we are relieved. The ſupreme being is not deaf to 
thoſe who put their truſt in him. 


Tn vy ſtayed here three days, then taking proviſion 
of fruits along with. them, marched towards the plain. 
In a ſhort time they ſaw before them a city ; night 
approaching, they halted before the gate, becauſe they 
were unwilliag to enter by day-light, being deſtitute 
of apparel. They had repoſed themſelves under the 
ſhade of a tree for ſome time, when an old man came 
and placed himſelf by them, of whom they demanded 
the name of the city. It is called Fazc, fays he, being 
the capital of the country, in which the river Jaic 
takes its riſe. The king //exge Can keeps his court 
here. I find you are great ſtrangers. We are ſo, an- 
ſwers the Can. The kingdom of Carizme is our na- 
tive ſoil, our abode is on the borders of the Caſpian 


ſea, 
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fea, and we exerciſe traffic. We ſet out with ſeveral 
other merchants for Capchac, but fell among thieves, 
who pillaged our caravan. They ſtripped us, as you 
may ſee, but ſpared our lives, and we. have travelled 
from mount Caucaſus, not knowing whither we were 


going. 


Tur old man was ſorry for their ſufferings, and 
offered them his houſe. When it grew dark he brought 
them home with him. As we entered the door, he 
whiſpered one of his ſlaves, who ſoon returned with 
two merchants apprentices ; one with a large bundle of 
mens and womens cloaths, ready made ; the other with 
a great variety of veils, turbans, and ſaſhes. Prince 
Calaf and his father took each of them a caffetan of 
cloth, a veſt of brocade, and a turban of Indian linen; 
the princeſs the attire of a woman. - The hoſt paid the 
merchants, ſent them away, and called for ſupper. 
The table was immediately ſpread, and a fide-board 
ſet with China ware, plates of ſantal-wood, and of 
aloes, with ſeveral cups of coral perfumed with am- 
bergreaſe. An excellent Chourwe, with two fide plates 
of ſpawn of ſturgeon, was firſt ſet on the table. The 
Can, his wife, and Cala fat down with the hoft, and 
eat of theſe diſhes, which were replaced, by an anti- 
lope paſty, a large diſh of Pilau, in which was the 
fleſh of three heath fowis minced. The laſt ſervice 
was a diſh of Tziberica, the moſt delicate fiſh in the 
Volga; two plates of ſturgeon, and the leg of a mare 
broiled. After which, we drank three large bottles of 
gate brandy, | 
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WARMED with the liquor the old man grew chearful; 
and ſtrove to inſpire his gueſts with mirth ; but finding 
his endeavours vain, he faid, Why ſhould you afflict 
yourſelves for the loſs of goods? Is the accident which 
has happened to you extraordinary ? Travellers and 
traders are daily liable to ſuch adventures. I myſelf 
have been robbed, and was. thereby reduced to extreme 
poverty. Give me leave to tell you my ſtory. "Tis 
a token of confidence, I am willing you ſhould have 
from me, and it may perhaps be of ſome fervice to 
you. I have ſuffered, who knows but it may enable 
you to ſupport your own misfortunes. He then or- 
dered his flaves to retire, and began, | 


The Hiſtory ef Prince FAD ALL AR, Son of 
. .Bin-OzxToc, King of Mobs. 


Am the ſon; of Bia-Ortoc, who was the late king 

of Mouſe/. When I was twenty years old, my 
father was defirous for me to take a wife: He brought 
to me ſeveral beautiful ſlaves, but I rejected them all 
with indifference. They retired full of indignation, 
and my father was furpriſed at my inſenſibility. I 
told him my averſion to matrimony proceeded from the 
great defire I had to travel. L beg'd leave to go to 
Bagdad, and told him, I might probably think of a 
wife an my return, He conſented, and ordered. me. a 
magnificent. 
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magnificent equipage ; ſuffered me alſo to take out of 
his treaſury four camel loads of pieces of gold. 


I 8s T out for Bagdad with theſe riches, and a hun- 
dred men out of his own guards to eſcort me. We 
met with no accident for ſeveral days ; but one night, 
while we all ſlept in a meadow, we were attacked by 
a band of Bedouin Arabians, who murdered part of my 
men before I was ſenſible of the danger. With the 
remaining ſoldiers and officers of my fathers houſehold, 
I charged the Bedouins very briſkly, and flew above 
three hundred. When day-light appeared, the Bri- 


gands, enraged at our reſiſtance, with this handful of 


men, redoubled their efforts, and we were obliged to 


ſubmit to their ſuperior force. They took from us our 


arms and cloaths, and barbarouſly hewed down the men, 


whom they had left deſtitute of defence. My whole 


retinue periſhed ; and I was going to ſhare the ſame 
fate, when I told them I was prince Fadallab, the ſon 
of the king of Morel. I'm very glad, replies the cap» 
tain of the Bedowins, to know who you are. We hate 
your father ; he has hanged ſeveral of our companions, 
now we ſhall make repriſals upon you. He order'd 


me firſt to be bound, ſeized my baggage, then carried 


me to his tent, where I was kept a whole day. He af- 
terwards tied me naked to a tree, to wear away by a 
lingering death. 


Havine long continued in this poſture, my laſt 
moments drew near, when a ſcout came to the captain, 
with advice of a good booty, fix or ſeven leagues 
diſtant, They all mounted immediately, leaving me 


do 
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to expire. But heaven, that fruſtrates the deſigns of 

men, when they are not agreeable to his wiſdom, had 
determined to prolong my life. The captain's wife 
came and releaſed me in the night, and gave me an 
old caffatan of her huſband's to cover my nakedneſs. 
I thanked my deliverer, and marched all night. In 
the morning I ſaw a man driving a horſe loaded with 
two packs. I aſked, whither he was going ? He an- 
ſwer'd, to Bagdad. I never quitted him till I came to 
the entrance of the great city. When we parted, I 
retired to a moſque, where I ſtaid two days and nights. 
At length pinched with hunger, I refolved to beg my 
bread, till I could find out fome better expedient. 


Iris went to a great houſe, and afked alms in 
a loud voice, where an old ſhe-ſlave, with a loaf in 
her hand, came to my relief; and the wind blowing 
aſide a curtain of the window, diſcover'd to me a 
young lady of a moſt ſurpriſing beauty; whoſe eyes 
flaſhed upon my ſenſes like kghtening. I received the 
bread, and knowing not what I did, forgot to return 
the old woman thanks. I waited till night came on, 
for a ſecond favourable breeze ; but to no -purpoſe. 
Before I left the houſe, I aſked an old man, to whom 
it belonged. It is, ſays he, the houſe of ſeigneur 
Mouaffac, the ſon of Adbaac. He is a man of honour, 
remarkably rich, and not long fince was governor of 
this city ; but chancing to have a quarrel with the 
Cady, was by his means diſgraced. I went away into 
a field of burial to paſs the night in ſolitude. I eat my 
loaf there, with no appetite, tho' naturally hungry ; 
then laid myſelf down near a ſepulchre, with a heap 

of 
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of bricks for my pillow. I flumber'd a little; but on 
a fudden was ſurpriſed by a great noiſe from within. 
F ſtarted up to make my eſcape, when two men, at 
the entrance of the ſepulchre, ſeized me, demanding 
who I was, and what my buſineſs. I am, ſaid I, a 
beggar, who live upon charity, and deſtitute of 
lodging, come to- paſs the night here. They forced 
me into the ſepulchre, preſſed me to fit down, and to 
eat and drink with them. I ſoon found, by their diſ- 
courſe, that I was got among robbers, who taking it 
for granted, that I ſhould be glad to lift into their 
gang, made me the propoſal. I knowing not what 
to anſwer, and much affraid to provoke them, was 
very happily diſengaged from this perplexity, The 
Cady's lieutenant, with thirty X's well armed, enter'd 
the place, ſeized the- thieves and me, and carried us to 
priſon, where we ſtaid that night. Next day the 
Cady himſelf came to examine us The robbers con- 
ſeſſed their crime, and bere teſtimony of my inno- 
cence. I was ſet apart, and the judge interrogated me 
in private. I anſwer'd him a thouſand queſtions 
with great fincerity, but did not diſcover my birth. I 
told him, however, of my ſtanding under a window of 
Mouaffac's houſe, to aſk alms, and there accidentally 
ſaw a young lady who had charmed me. 


Taz Cady, I could plainly diſcover, was nettled on 
hearing the name of Mouaffac ; and pauſing, ſaid, 
Young man, it will be your own fault, if you do not 
poſſeſs this lady. Tho' thou wert the moſt abandoned 


of mankind, I engage to procure thee her perſon. . 


Leave the affair to me, and make thy fortune. He 
immediately took me to the Hamman, and ſent for 
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AMouaffac, as if on buſineſs of importance. On his 
entrance the judge ſaluted him, and embraced him ſe- 
veral times when he came into the houſe. Heaven, 
ſays the Cady, will not ſuffer us to live in enmity any 
longer. The prince of Baſra came laſt night to Bag- 
dad, and lodges in my houſe. He having heard of 
your daughter's beauty, came away unknown to his 
father, to demand her of you in marriage. I am 
amazed, ſays Mouaffac, that this prince ſhould think 
of honouring me by marrying my daughter Zemroude ; 
and much more ſo, that he ſhould pitch upon you to 
be the meſſenger of this news. Say no more, ſays the 
judge, of what has paſſed. 


MOUZJFFAC was naturally of a good and gentle 
diſpoſition, ſuffer d himſelf to be impoſed upon by 
theſe falſe appearances ; and gave himſelf up to the 
treachery of the Cady. Upon my coming out of the 
Hamman, he gave me a coſtly robe, with a turban of 
Indian muſlin fringed with gold ; in which I enter'd the 
room while they were embracing. Great prince, ſays 
the Cady to me ; bleſſings attend your footſteps ! how 
ſhall my tongue expreſs the honour you have done me ? 
Mouaffac conſents to give you his daughter. He like- 
wiſe made me a profound reverence, and ſaid, O ! fon 
of a great king, I am confounded with the honour 
you deſign to do my dgughter. Judge all of you, how 
I muſt be aſtoniſhed at theſe ſpeeches. The Cady ob- 
ſerving my confuiton, ſaid, It would be more to your 
mutual ſatisfaction, if the contract of marriage was 

ſaid 
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ſaid, he drew up the contract, and order'd his Aga to 
go for proper vouchers. 


T nz contract was read, and figned by me, Movaffac 
and the witneſſes ; the Cady having put the finiſhing 
hand to it, ſaid to Mazaffac, ſecrecy and diligence 
are requiſite. Here is your ſon-in-law. Give orders 
for the conſummation of the marriage. My father-in- 
law carried me home with him, and led me into his 
daughter's apartment, and left me alone, after having 
told her what had paſſed at the Cady's houſe. Zim- 
roude imagining me to be the prince of Baſra, re- 
ceived me as a huſband. My youth alſo, and the 
earneſtneſs of my love, made ſome impreſſions upon 
her. I redoubled my care to pleaſe, and from time 
to time I grew upon her inclinations. Mouaffac was 
buſied in preparing a magnificent entertainment on the 


_ occaſion, and invited a great number of his relations. 


The banquet. was followed by muſic and dancing. 
While the company was thus engaged, I perceived the 
bride withdraw with her mother. Soon after the 
father led me to a chamber richly furniſhed, where 
Zimroude was newly laid in a bed of gold brocade, 
They ſoon retired, and left me alone with her. I put 
of my cloaths, thanked heaven for my good fortune, 
and placed myſelf in the fame bed, by her whom 1 
loved beyond my lite. 


Ea Lx in the morning I heard a knocking at the 
door of my chamber ; I roſe, opened the door, whom 
ſhould I fee, but the Cady's black 4ge with a bundle, 
who thus accoſted me, You fortune hunter, the Cady 

preſents 
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preſents his ſervice, and deſires you will ſend him back 
the dreſs which he lent you yeſterday to perſonate 
the prince of Baſra. Here, take your old tattered 
cquipage. I delivered his things, and put on my 
tattered caffetan. Zimroude overheard part of this 
meſlage, and ſecing my mean apparel, What did that 
fellow ſay to you ? Madam, replied I, The Cady is a 
villain. He thinks he has married you to a wretch, 
when your huſband is a prince. I am ſon of the king 
of Mou/el, and my name is Fadallab. She immediately 
ſent for a princely robe, veſt, and turban, as rich as 
the other, and I was dreſſed in greater magnificence 
than before. But, fir, ſaid the, tell no body who you 
are, till I have puniſhed the Caay for his wicked inten- 
tentions. Leave that to me.—Here is a dyer in this 
city who has a moſt frightful daughter—but no more. 
Let it ſatisfy you to know, that I meditate a revenge, 


that ſhall mortify the Caay, and make him the laughing 
ſtock of the city. 


I D1D not croſs her inclinations. She dreſſed her- 
ſelf in plain, but neat apparel, covered her face with 
a thick veil, and aſked my leave to go abroad; went 
directly to the Caqh's, and ftood in the corner of a 
hall, where he diftributed juſtice to the people. He 
no ſooner ſaw her but was ſtruck with the ſtatelineſs 
of her preſence ; and ſent an officer to aſk who ſhe 
was. She anſwered, ſhe was the daughter of an artiſan, 


and deſired to ſpeak with the Cady. He immediately 


ordered her into a cloſet, on one ſide of the tribunal. 
He followed, and placing himſelf by her, was ſmitten 
with her beauty. You, fir, ſays ſhe, who do juſtice 

to 
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to the rich and poor alike, take pity of my wretched 
condition. Then taking her veil quite off, examine 
my features, added ſhe ; then raifing herſelf from the 
ſofa, ſaid, Regard my ſhape and air, do you ſee the 
leaſt diſproportion in me. I am charmed, replies the 
judge, I have never ſeen any thing ſo compleat. 


I musT inform you then, fir, with all this pro- 
fuſion of beauty, I live ſhut up in a houſe where no 
man, nor woman is permitted to enter. I have a 
number of courtiers, who are all turned away by my 
father's inhumanity. He tells one I am lame, ano- 
nother that I'm a fool, and a third that I am ugly and 
deformed ; ſo that I ſtand condemned to live and die a 
maid. For this cauſe, fir, I have ſtolen out, and come 
to throw myſelf into your arms, and implore your 
aſſiſtance. Have compaſhon on me, or I ſhall pierce 
my heart with my own dagger to put an end to my 
miſery. 


No, no, ſays the Cady, ceaſe thy ſighs and tears. 
This very day thou ſhalt be made the wife of the 
judge of Bagdad. Give me your conſent, and fear 
not your father's diſpleaſure. Where does he dwell, 
and what is your name? His name, replies Zimroude, 
is Ouſta Omar, he is a dyer, and lives at the palm-tree, 
upon the eaſt key of the Dage/a. Enough, ſays the 
Cady, go home, you ſhall ſoon hear more. She then 
looking kindly upon the judge, put on her veil, and 
came directly to me, tranſported with her ſucceds. 
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Tus magiſtrate ſoon diſpatched a meſſenger to the 
dyer, commanding him to appear before him. When 
he came, he was put into the ſame cloſet, and placed 
upon the ſame ſofa as Zimroude was ſeated upon. 
The poor man aſtoniſhed with the honour which was 
done to him, and not knowing how to behave him- 
ſelf, Friend Omar, ſays the Cady, I am glad to fee 
you. I have always heard a good character of you, 
and am informed you have a daughter ripe for mar- 
riage. Is it not true? Great judge! replies the dyer, 
I have a daughter turned of thirty ; but the poor 
creature is extremely ugly, lame, and fooliſh. Away, 
ſays the Cady, I knew beforehand, how you would ſet 
off your daughter; but in ſpight of all her defects I 
am paſſionately fond of her, and am reſolved to marry 
her. 


My lord, ſays Omar, I find you have a mind to 
make a jeſt of my daughter and me. No, indeed, 
ſays the Cady, I demand her of you. At this the dyer 
burſt into laughter, and ſaid, By our prophet ſhe is 
not fit for you. She is dropfical—True, interrupts the 
judge, the very ſame. Once more rejoins the dyer, 
the will not do. She goes by the name of Cayfacar- 
taddabri, and juſtly deſerves the name. Say no more, 
ſays the Caay. I tell you once for all, you ſhall be- 
ſtow her upon me. The dyer ſeeing him determined 
to eſpouſe his daughter, and that ſome one had abuſed 
him, ſaid, My lord, I will obey your commands, if 
you will comply with the terms. Before I part with 
her, you ſhall pay me down a dowry of a thouſand 

H ſequins 
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ſequins of gold. Vour demands run high, ſays the 
Cady ; but here they are for you. They were inftantly 
counted out, and the dyer carried them off. Now the 
contract was drawn up, which the artiſan refuſed to 
ſign, but in the preſence of a hundred witneſſes, all 
men of the law ; which was done accordingly. 


Tus Cady two years before had married the daugh- 
ter of a merchant of Bagdad, who hearing of his pre- 
parations for another marriage, rallied him ſo ſeverely, 
that he could bear it no longer. Says ſhe, Repudiate me, 
rerurn my dowry, and you ſhall ſee me no more. I 
was in ſome pain how to get rid of you, ſays the judge, 
and taking out of his coffer a purſe of five hundred 
ſequins of gold, put it into her hand, and faid, There 
woman, be gone, I divorce thee once; I divorce 
* thee twice; three times I divorce thee.” Theſe 
words I give thee in writing, ſigned by the Nayb6 and 
myſelf, to ſatisfy thy parents as the laws require. 
She went away with the bill of divorce, and her 
dowry. | 


Wu his firſt wife was gone, he ordered an a- 
partment to be magnificently furniſhed for the recep- 
tion of the dyer's daughter. Every thing being in 


readineſs, and he waiting with impatience, a porter 


arrived, carrying a cheſt of deal, covered over with 
green taffeta, What haſt thou brought here, friend, 
{ays the judge? My lord, replies the porter, ſetting the 
cheſt upon the floor, I bring your bride. Take off 
the cover, and look at her. He did ſo, and ſaw a 
damſel three feet and a half high, defective in eyery 
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limb and every feature. Merciful heaven ! ſays he, 
is it poſſible to marry a monſter like this ? 


Tu dyer, well knowing the judge would be ex. 
tremely ſurpriſed, came in. Thou wretch, ſays the 
Cady to him, who doſt thou take me for? To trifle 
with me thus, ſhews the height of impudence. Trem- 
ble at my rage. Send me ſpeedily your other daugh- 
ter, whoſe beauty is beyond all compariſon. My lord, 
ſays Omar, give over your threats, I beſeech you ; 
I ſwear by him who out of darkneſs produced light, 
that I have no other daughter than this. I told you 
over and over ſhe was not fit for your purpoſe ; but if 
you would not believe me, which is to blame ? 


Tur Cady began to cool, and recollecting himſelf 
told the dyer what had happened to him in the morn- 
ing. My lord, anſwers the artiſan, that beautiful 
damſel muſt be an impoſtor ; ſome one without doubt 
owes you a ſpight. At this the judge remained filent 
for ſome time, then ſaid, it is a puniſhment I deſer- 
ved. But no more of that. Bid the porter, I beſeech 
thee, carry thy daughter back again, and keep the 
thouſand ſequins, which I have given thee. My lord 
ſays the dyer, I ſhall comply with your requeſt, and 
take my daughter off your hands. 


The 
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Ansssssssssssssssssssssssess 


The CAD VH diſgraced. 
FabALLAH and ZIMROUDE go to MovusEL. 


VERY body was pleaſed with the deceit which 

had been put upon the Cady. And Mouaffac ad- 
viſed me, to make a viſit to the prince of the faithful, 
and to let him know my name and my hiſtory. I went 
accordingly, and told the Calf every circumſtance. 
He liſtened with attention, and blamed me for not 
making myſelf known to him before. He preſented 
me with a Calate, and a coſtly diamond, which he wore 
ypon his finger. He treated me with excellent ſherbet, 
and when I came to my father-in-law's, I found fix 
large pieces of Perfiaz brocade of gold and ſilver, two 
pieces of kemkha, and a fine Perfian horſe, with rich 
trappings. Moreover, he reinſtated Mozaffac in the 
government of Bagdad, and to puniſh the Cady for his 
intended impoſition, he condemned him to perpetual 


impriſonment ; and obliged him to live with Omars 


daughter. 


I s£xT a courier to Mouſe! to acquaint the king my 
father of every thing that had befallen me ſince I left 
him. The meſſenger, on his return, informed me, 
that Bin-Ortoc, hearing of my falling into the hands 
of the Bedouin Arabians, and, imagining I was cut to 
pieces, died of grief, and that my couſin Amadiddin 
Zengui was in poſſeſſion of the throne, who wanted to 
reſign to me the crown. Thelg tidings made me haſten 
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my return to Mou/e/. I took leave of the Calif, who 
gave me three thouſand horſe to conduct me to my 


own dominions. 


I rad not performed one half of my journey, be- 
fore the van-guard of my eſcort ſaw a body of troops 
marching towards us, which came from Mou/e/, with 
my couſin at the head of them. When we enter'd 
into the city, I was received by the acclamations of 
the people. 


I xE1GNED over the moſt affectionate ſubjects, and 
loved Zemroude more and more every day. Thus was 
my happineſs compleat, till a young Derwis became 
my principal favourite, whom I looked upon to be the 
moſt accompliſh'd perſon I ever beheld. One day I 
took the diverſion of hunting, and ſeparating myfelf 
from the throng, the Dervis and I were alone, when 
he began to entertain me with his travels, told me of 
a great many curioſities he had ſeen, particularly of a 
ſecret with which an aged Brachman in the Indies had 
intruſted him. with. And what may be the nature. of 
this rare ſecret, ſays I, is it to make gold? No, no, 
fir, replies he, it is by far more curious. It is to re- 
animate a dead body. To reſtore to a corps the ſame 
ſoul that is departed from it, is a miracle in the power 
of heaven alone. But I can make my ſoul enter into 
the body of any man or creature that is deprived of 
life. I wiſh, ſaid the king, you would perform the 
experiment. That inſtant a doe came bounding by, 
which his majeſty ſhot dead with an arrow, crying, 
Now, fir, try your art. Your curioſity ſhall be ſa- 
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tisfied, ſays the Dervis. At theſe words his body fell 
breathleſs to the ground, and that of the doe reſumed 
its activity. Altho' I could not diſtruſt my own eyes, 
yet I took it for a deluſion, when the doe, after ma- 
king ſeveral bounds, came and fauned upon me. 
Then ſhe fell, and the body of the Derwis came to life 
again, 


I was highly affected with ſo wonderful a ſecret, 
and at length perſuaded him to communicate it to me. 
The whole, fir, replies he, conſiſts in retaining only 
two words, which I will teach you. I had no ſooner 
learned them, than I was impatient to try their virtue, 
I pronounced them, and my ſoul paſſed into the body 
of the doe, and the traytor inſtantly conveyed his into 
my body ; and bending my own bow, took his aim to 
wound me, which I evaded. 


I was now reduced to affociate with the inhabitants 
of the woods and mountains, while he filled the 
throne of Mouſel, and poſſeſſed Zemroude without a ri- 
val, He left his body in the wood, and the very day 
he uſurped my dignity, order'd all the does in the 
kingdom to be killed, and offer'd thirty ſequins for 
the head of every one. Tho' the people deſtroyed 
great numbers, I had no reaſon to fear their arrows : 
for perceiving a nightingale dead at the foot of a tree, 
I enlivened its little body, and flew to a thick, ſhady 
tree, in the garden of the palace, which grew near 
the queen's apartment, where I vented my grief in har- 
monious accents. 


I con- 
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I conTinved ſeveral days in the garden, and never 
omitted to ſing every morning in the ſame place. Zim- 
roude never failed to come to the window, ſaying, I 
dote upon that little creature. The moſt experienced 
bird-catchers were employed to take me ; and as I 
knew their deſign upon my liberty was only to deliver 
me to the princeſs, they ſoon ſucceeded. She expreſſed 
great joy on my coming into her hands. She kiſſed 
me, and I turned my bill gently to her lips. Poor 
fool, ſays ſhe, it ſeems to know what I ſay. She put 
me into a cage of golden wire. I ſung every morn- 
ing as ſoon as ſhe awoke, and, when ſhe came to 
fondle me, ſpread my wings to fignify my joy. In 
ſhort, I endear'd myſelf ſo very much to her, that ſhe 
would often ſay, ſhe ſhould be inconſolable if I ſhould 
die. It was ſome pleaſure to me to be conſtantly in 
the queen's apartment, tho' I paid dear for it, when 
the Dervis came to viſit her. From time to time 1 
lifted up my eyes to heaven for vengeance : I did no. 
thing but flutter up and down the cage when he was 


cc op 
with my beak. 


Tus queen had in her chamber likewiſe a little 
bitch ſhe was fond of. This creature, one day when 
we were alone, died in labour, and I tranſlated myſelf 
into her corps. How this fancy came into my thoughts, 
I know not, unleſs by the ſecret impulſe of heaven. 
As ſoon as Zemroude ſaw the nightingale was dead, ſhe 
ſkrieked out, and alarmed all her ſlaves. Upon this, 
one of them ran to acquaint the Dervis of her Con- 
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dition. He came in haſte, and repreſented to her, 
that the loſs was not irreparable. If ſhe loved night- 
ingales, he could eaſily gratify her. Ceaſe to combat 
my grief, ſays ſhe, my poor, dear, lovely bird, I have 
loſt thee for ever! At theſe words her tears redoubled. 
IT began to preſage ſome good fortune to myſelf from 
the extremity of her affliction, and lay cloſe in one 
corner of the room, giving ſuck to my young ones; 
where I obſerved every thing. 


THz Derwvis, who loved her paſſionately, finding ſhe 
could not be reaſoned out of her immoderate grief, or- 
der'd her ſlaves to withdraw, and leave him and the 
queen alone. Madam, ſays he, fince the death of 


your nightingale gives you ſo much uneaſineſs, afflit 


yourſelf no more ; he muſt be brought to life again. 
When you awake to-morrow, you ſhall hear him fing. 
You look upon me as a diſtracted perſon, fir, whoſe 
phrenzy is to be flatter d; and ſo by deferring my ex- 
pectations from day to day, you hope, by degrees, to 
make me forget my bird, or elſe to convey another 
into the cage, and beguile my ſorrow. No, my 
queen, replies the Derwis, it ſhall be this very bird 
which lies dead in the cage. This very fondling ſhall 
become more ſenfible than ever of your kindneſs. I 
myſelf will animate his little frame, and every morn- 
ing awake him into life to divert you. If you are 
over impatient to. ſee your bird revive, I will bring 
him to life this moment. 


Tus princeſs made no anſwer ; but rightly. judging 
that her ſilence gave conſent, he laid himſelf upon a 
ſofa, 
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ſofa, where, by the virtue of thoſe Cabaliſtict words 
which he had before taught me to repeat, his ſoul en- 
ter d the body of the nightingale; and the bird began im- 
mediately to ſing in the cage, to the great aſtoniſhment. 
of Zimroude. But his melody laſted not long ; for as 
ſoon as he began to warble, I left the body of the 
bitch, and haſtily aſſumed my own. This point gain- 
ed, I ran to the cage, and taking out the bird in a 
paſſion, I twiſted off his neck. What are you doing, 
fir, ſays the princeſs to me ; if you did not think pro- 
per to let him live, why did you bring him to life ? 
So intent was I upon the vengeance I had accompliſh- 
ed ; heaven be praiſed, added I, the outrage done to 
my honour and to my love is now revenged. Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, What means all you have done and ſpoken ? I told 
her what I had ſuffer'd, and, as I went on with my 
ſtory, I obſerved her agonies. Her cheeks glowed, 
and turned pale, to reflect upon her unfaithfulneſs, tho” 
ignorant and innocent of what ſhe had done. I foon 
made her ſenfible that I was the true Fadallab; of 
which truth, the body of the Derwis being found in 
the wood, and the copy of the edit he had given 
out to have all the does killed, were ſufficient evi- 


dence. 


Bur oh! that I had never inform'd Zemroude of the 
particulars of this wonderful adventure ! Alas ! what 
is the depth of human wiſdon ? Do we not know that 
the good and the evil, which attend us in this life, are 
fixed, and pre-ordained from the beginning ? The 
queen was fo greatly troubled, that the vile Dervis had 
taſted the ſweets of her perſon, that I was not able to 
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reſtore to her peace of mind. All the aſſurances I gave 
her of my unalterable affection could not prevail upon 
her to forget this unhappy accident. In ſhort, ſhe 
fickened and died, and with her dying breath begged 
of me to forgive her for a crime no way imputable 
to her. 


ArrER I had paid the ſolemnities of mourning, 
for ſo dear a life, I ſent for prince Amadeddin Zengui. 
My couſin, ſaid I, I have no children! I reſign the 
crown of Mouſe! to you. Adieu to the grandeur of 
ſovereignty ! I reſolve to paſs the reſt of my life in 
obſcurity. Amadeddin loved me exceedingly, and uſed 
all poſſible arguments to diveſt me off this reſolution. 


Prince, ſays I, the purpoſe of my ſoul is fixed. A life 


of privacy is an unenvied fituation. There, free from 
the troubles which attend upon empire, I ſhall give 
myſelf up to bemoan the loſs of Zemroude, and recol- 
lecting the happy hours we have paſſed together, alle- 
viate my grief by that pleaſing remembrance. Ac- 
cordingly I left 4madeddin upon the throne of Mouſel, 
and ſet out for Bagdad, with a few ſlaves, and a good 
quantity of gold and jewels. I arrived ſafely, and 
alighted at Mouaffac's houſe. He, and his wife were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee me, but much more ſo when I inform- 
ed them of the death of their daughter. I delivered 
the unwelcome news in tears, which excited the ſame 
in them. I did not long continue there; but joining a 
company of Tartar pilgrims, I came with them to this 
city, and pleaſed with its ſituation, I ſettled in this 
place near forty years ago; where I paſs for a ſtranger, 
and rarely receive any viſits. Zimroude is never ab- 
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ſent from my thoughts, and her dear image is perpe- 
tually before me. 
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The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Prince 
CALAF, and the Princeſs of CHINA. 


ADALLAH having ended his ſtory, ſaid to his 
gueſts, You ſee by my misfortunes and your own, 

that man's life is a bubble, toſs'd about with every 
blaſt of wind. The Can admired his magnanimity ; 
Elmaze his conſtancy ; and Calaf wiſhed that all men 
were poſſeſſed of his fortitude of mind, that they might 
be enabled to refiſt the ſeveral aſſaults of fortune. 
The converſation laſted till bed-time ; when Fadallab 
called his ſlaves, who brought in wax tapers in candle- 
ſticks made of the wood of aloes, and led the royal 
ſtrangers into a room, where the ſame ſimplicity ap- 
peared, the king and queen to one chamber, the prince 
into another. Early in the morning the old man 
came into the Can's apartment and told him, that the 
' fultan of Carizme had ſent an ambaſſador to lenge 
Can, to requeſt him to refuſe his protection to the Can 
of Nogais, and to have him ſeized, if he ſhould paſs 
thro' the country of Jaic. Upon this Timurtaſch and 
his ſon Calaf turned pale, and the princeſs Elnaze 
fainted away. When ſhe had recovered, Fadallah 
ſaid, If I may be allowed to ſpeak my thoughts, I be- 
lieve you three are the objects of the ſultan's vengeance. 
Yes, 
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Yes, fir, anſwers Timurtaſch, we are the victims he 
ſeeks to ſacrifice. I hope you will aſſiſt us with your 
councils to eſcape from this danger. 


Tuts, replies the old king of Mou/el, is a critical 
conjuncture. inge Can dreads the ſultan of Carizme, 
and there is no doubt but he will make diligent ſearch 
after you. You have no other ſecurity but to depart out 
of the land of Faic, with all ſpeed, and gain the frontiers 
of the tribe of Ber/as ; then preſenting them with three 
horſes, ſome proviſions, and a purſe of gold, added, 
Begone, you have no time to loſe. After ſeveral 
days journey, they arrived upon the territories of Berlas, 
and ſtopped at the firſt Horde they met with. Here 
they ſold their horſes, and lived comfortably as long 
as their money laſted ; but that failing, the king began 
to murmur, ſaying, Heaven, notwithſtanding our ſub- 
miſſion to its will, purſues us with miſery from place 
to place. Let us never deſpair, ſays Ca/af; that pro- 
vidence, which diſpoſes of events, has ſome good in 
reſerve for us. Let us go to the capital Horde of this 
tribe. My heart preſages we ſhall ſee a change of 
fortune. 


TriTHtxn they went, and entering under a great 
tent, which was ſet apart for the reception of ftran- 
gers, laid themſelves down in a corner, not knowing 
hoy to procure ſubſiſtance. Calaf here left his pa- 
rents, and went further into the Horde, to crave alms. 
He gleaned a little money and proviſions, and returned 
with them towards the cloſe of the evening. On their 
being told that the prince had been begging for them, 

they 
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they wept bitterly. The tears alſo began to trickle 
down Calaf"s cheeks, who ſaid, How great ſoever the 
ſhame is, I do it willingly for your ſake. There is 
but one more expedient, continues he, which I can 
think of, that is, to ſell me for a flave, which will 
ſupply you with money for a conſiderable time. What 
ſays my ſon, replies the Can, ſhall we live upon the 
price of your liberty ? Rather let our hardſhips con- 
tinue. Then, fir, ſays Calaf, I will go and place 
myſelf amongft the men who carry burdens, and you 
ſhall ſubfiſt upon my labour. This reſolution was 
agreed upon, and Ca/af went among the porters, 
where he waited till the day was half ſpent, but met 
with no buſineſs. Hereupon he left the Horde, and 
{trolled forward into the country, where he ſat down 
under a tree, and after having prayed to heaven for 
aſſiſtance, fell aſleep. When he awoke, he ſaw upon 
a bough near him a beautiful hawk, whoſe head was 
adorned with a plume of feathers, of a thouſand vari- 
ous colours, with a chain of gold foliage about his 
neck, enriched with diamonds, topazes and rubies. 
Calaf, who was ſkilled in faulconry, preſented his 
wriſt, and the bird pitched upon it. The prince tranſ- 
ported with this accident, ſaid to himſelf, In all ap- 
pearance this bird muſt belong to the ſovereign of the 
Herde Nor did he gueſs wrong. It proved to be the 
hawk of Alinguer, Can of Berlas, which that prince had 
loft the day before, and his falconers had ſought after 
with the utmoſt diligence, becauſe their maſter threat- 
ened to puniſh them ſeverely, if they came back with- 
an it, 
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Wu zn Calaf came back to the Horde with the 
hawk, the people ſhonted, and ſaid, Bleſſings upon the 
man who brings glad tidings to the prince, and pre- 
ſents him with his favourite bird. On his coming up 
to the royal pavillion with the hawk upon his wriſt, the 
Can was tranſported ; bid him welcome, and enquired f 
where he found it; and was anſwer'd in every parti- 
cular. Then, adds the Can, You ſeem to be a 
ſtranger ; from what country, and of what profeſſion 
are you ? Sir, ſays Calaf, caſting himſelf at his feet; 
I am the ſon of a merchant of Bulgary, who was very 
if rich. I, with my father and mother, took a journey 

| into the land of Faic, and fell among robbers, who 

| ſpared nothing but our lives; and we have begged. our 
l proviſions on the way to this Horde. | 
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YounG man, anſwers the Can, I am pleaſed you 
have had the good fortune to bring my hawk ! for I 
have ſworn to give the perſon that found him, and de- 
liver'd him again into my poſſeſſion, three things. Let 
me know what you deſire I ſhould do for you. Since 
I am permitted, ſays Ca/af, to defire three things, I 
wiſh, in the firſt place, that my father and mother, 
who are in the ſtrangers tent, had a tent alloted to 
themſelves, within the verge of your court, to be 
maintain'd at your expence during their lives, and be 
ſerved by ſome of the officers of your houſhold. Se- 
condly, I deſire one of the beſt horſes in your ſtables, 
ready ſaddled and bridled. And, laſtly, a princely 
habit compleat, with a rich ſabre, and a purſe of gold 
to enable me to undertake a journey. Theſe deſires 

| are 
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are anſwer' d, fays Alinguer, bring hither thy parents, 
they ſhall be entertain'd as you require. To- morrow 
you ſhall have a princely habit compleat, with the 
fineſt horſe in my ſtables, and go where you pleaſe. 


CALAF fell at his feet a ſecond time, thanked him 
for the honour and favour he had received, and re- 
turned to Elmaze and Timurtaſch, who expected him 
with impatience. Our fortunes are already changed, 
ſays he; then related the adventure, which highly 
pleaſed them, and they conſider'd it as a ſure preſage 
of future happineſs. They follow'd Calaf, who con- 
ducted them to the Can. The prince immediately ap- 
pointed them a tent, and order'd them to be treated in 
all things like himſelf. 


On the morrow Ca/af was cloathed in a magnificent 
habit, when the Can himſelf deliver'd to him a ſabre, 
the handle of which was ſtudded with diamonds, and 
a purſe filled with ſequins of gold. He then order'd 
one of his beſt horſes to be brought, which Cala 
mounted, and made him perform his caracols with ſo 
much eaſe and addreſs, as charmed the Can and his 
courtiers, 


T+r1s done, he paid his obeyſance to Alinguer, em- 
braced his father and mother, and took the road to- 
wards China. When he arrived at the great city of 
Pequin, he alighted at the houſe of an old widow 
woman in the ſuburbs, and aſked whether ſhe could 
furniſh him with lodgings, and whether ſhe had a place 
convenient for his horſe ? Yes, fir, ſaid ſhe, and led 

| the 


| 
' 
| 
g 


160 Perian T A L E S. 


the horſe into a little ſtable on the back of the houſe. 
Then returning to Ca/af, he aſked if ſhe had any body 
to ſend to market for ſomething to eat? She anſwer'd, 
ſhe had a ſon who would do that buſineſs very well. 
Upon this he took a ſequin of gold out of his purſe, 
and. put it into the boy's hand, after he had given him 
proper inſtructions. In the mean time, he put a thou- 
ſand queſtions to the hoſteſs, and, in the end, enquired 
the character of the emperor, and if ſhe thought it 
would be of any advantage to devote himſelf to his 
intereſt. Without doubt, replies the old woman, he 
is a generous prince, and loves and is beloved by his 
ſubjects. I am ſurprized you never heard of Altoun 
Can, whoſe goodneſs is ſo notorious. Surely, then, 
rejoins the prince of the Nogais, he muſt be the moſt 
happy ſovereign in the univerſe. And yet he is not, 
anſwers the widow. What deſtroys his quiet is, the 
princeſs Tourandocte his only daughter; and as I have 
one, who has the honour to be in the ſeraglio, I ſhall 
W 
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7 he old hoſteſs's Account of Tour anDocTE. 


HIS princeſs, continues the; is in the nineteenth 
year of her age, and ſo very beautiful, that the 
beſt painters in the eaſt are not able to expreſs half 
her charms ; tho' the different ſketches they have taken 
of her have made great havock. To her raviſhing 
beauty, ſhe joins a mind ſo embelliſhed, that the is 


miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs of every accompliſhment, and perfectly ſkilled 
in all thoſe ſciences, which are proper only for men to 
be inſtructed in. She underſtands geography, arith- 
metic, and philoſophy. She has ſtudied the laws, and 
the moral precepts of our great legiſlator Berginghuzin. 
But all theſe perfections are echpſed * her Inſen- 
ſibility. 


Asovr two years ago, the king of Thebet ſent to 
demand her for his ſon, upon ſeeing a picture of her. 
Altoun Can, pleaſed with this alliance, propoſed him 
to her; but ſhe rejected the propoſition with diſdain ; 
and, by her haughtineſs and deteſtible cruelty, afflicts 
her father to ſuch a degree, as renders his life miſer- 
able. On this occafion ſhe fell into a fit of fickneſs, 
out of mere obſtinacy. The phyſicians, knowing the 
cauſe of her illneſs, told the king, that ſhe would in- 
fallibly die, if he perſiſted to compel her to marry this 
prince. He loved her to diſtraction, and ſenſible of 
the danger ſhe was in, ſent back the ambaſſadors of 
Thebet with an abſolute denial. That, fir, ſays ſhe, 
will not be ſufficient. If you defire I ſhould not die, 
you muſt oblige yourſelf by Oath not to thwart my 
inclinations ; and alſo publiſh an edi, that whatſo- 
ever prince ſhall demand me, muſt not expect my 
conſent, before he anſwers ſuch queſtions as I ſhall 
think proper to propoſe, in the hearing of all the pro- 
feſſors of the law in this city. If his anſwers prove 
right, I will marry him ; if otherwiſe, his head ſhall be 
ſtruck off before your palace. 
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Tur king concluding that this edict would be at- 
tended with no ill conſequences, becauſe he thought 
no prince would be ſo raſh as to hazard his life by ſo 
deſperate an undertaking, and that the cure of his 
daughter depended upon it, order'd it ſhould be pub- 
liſhed, and ſwore by the laws of Berginghuzin, that it 
ſhould be punctually obſerved. Tourandocte relying 
upon the ſacredneſs of his oath, which ſhe knew he 
would never violate, was ſoon reſtored to perfect 
health. 


As there are very few princes who think meanly of 


her life at ſo dear a rate. He employ'd the 
beſt meaſures to prevent any future murders, and now 
never conſents, that any prince ſhould previouſly ex- 


| Poſe his life, but with the utmoſt caution, and with 


his conſent. Nevertheleſs, fome raſh young men, in- 
toxicated with the hopes of poſſeſſing Tourandocte, over- 
look the danger which ſurrounds her. The king 
ſeems touched with the deaths of theſe unhappy 
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princes ; but his daughter glories in the bloody ſpec- 
tacles. Not long fince, a young prince, who thought 
he had fkill enough to anſwer all her queſtions, loſt 
his life, and this very night another is to die, who 
came to the court of China, goaded on by the ſame 


CALAF was very attentive to what his hoſteſs re- 
lated, and cooly anſwer d, I doubt not but the painters 
have added to her charms, and that they have flat- 
ter'd her with their pencils, fince her picture has pro- 
duced effects ſo extraordinary. I cannot imagine 
Towrandofe is ſo beautiful. Sir, rejoins the widow, 
her charms are far beyond what I can expreſs. I 
have often ſeen her, when I viſited my daughter in the 
feraglio. Form in your mind every grace and feature 
yor pleaſe, for. the completion of a perſect beauty, 
you will not be able to form a piece chat may in the 
leaft ſtand in competition with that of the princeſs. 
Tho” Cala did not believe all the old woman faid ; 
yet he felt a ſeerot kind of pleaſure in her diſcourſe ; 
and ſaid, I'm of opinion, the princes, who-coald not 
penetrate into the meaning of her queſtions, were all 
men of narrow capacities. No, no, replies the old 
woman ; never were any enigma's ſo dark and ob- 
ſeure 2s her interrogatories ; and it is newt © an Wm- 


poſſibility to anſwer them. 


Wu they were talking to this effect, the little 
boy, who had been ſent to market, brought in the 
proviſions ; of which Ca/af eat with the appetite of a 
traveller. Night approaching, the tymbals of juſtice 

began 
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began to reſound in the ſtreets. The prince enquired 
of the old woman, what was the meaning of that 
noiſe. It is, ſays ſhe, to give notice to the people, 
that the prince, I before told you of, is this night be- 
headed. He willing to ſee the execution, went into 
the ſtreets, and, mixing with the croud, came into the 
court of the palace, where the tragical ſcene was re- 
preſented. | 


H he beheld a very high wooden tower, co- 
ver'd with branches of cypreſs, within which hung a 
vaſt number of lamps, which enlightened the whole 
court. Below there was a ſcaffold cover'd with white 
ſattin, and round. it. food ſeveral pavillions of white 
taffeta, Behind theſe, 2000 guards were placed, two 
zanks deep, with drawn ſwords and axes in their 
| hands. Calaf, intent upon every object, obſerved a 


confuſed noiſe of drums and bells, which ſounded from 


the top of the tower. At the ſame time twenty Man- 
darins, and as many men of the law, cloathed in white 
—— came to the ſcaffold, 258985 un- 


3 go RE adorned 
with flowers, interwoven with cypreſs, and a blue fillet 
round his head. He was a young prince about 
eighteen years old, attended by a Mandarin, who led 
him by the hand, and followed the executioner. When 
they mounted the ſcaffold, the Mandarin aſked the 
prince, Whether he was not ſenſible of the king's 
edit, before he made his addrefſes to the princeſs, and 
whether his majeſty did not endeavour 9 
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from the attempt? The prince anſwer'd in the affirma- 
tive, and added, I impute my death to myſelf alone, 
and forgive you all. Then his head was cut off by 
the ſudden ftroke of a ſabre, and his body put into a 
coffin of ivory and ebony, which fix Mandarins carried 
into the garden of the ſeraglio, where the king had 
erefted a place of burial for theſe unhappy princes, 
where he often went alone to weep over them, to at- 
tone for his daughter's barbarity. 


CALAF ſtaid in the court till all was over, and not 
far off obſerved a man crying profuſely. He adreſſed 
his ſpeech to him, and ſaid, I ſympathize in your ſor- 
row, and make no doubt but you was acquainted with 
the young prince, who was put to death. Ah! fir, 
anſwer'd he, redoubling his tears, I ſhould know him 
intimately, for I bred him up. Oh ! unhappy king 
of Samarcande, How wilt thou grieve at thy ſon's 
fate! Who dares carry to thee the mournful mef. 
ſage ? 


CALAF enquired by what means the prince of 
$amarcande became enamour'd of the princeſs of Chi- 
a / I will tell you, fir, fays his governor. A famous 
painter came into the city with the pictures of differ- 
ent princeſſes, which he ſhewed to my royal maſter, 
who, when he had examined them, faid, I am per- 
ſuaded the originals are highly obliged to you for the 
flattery of your pencil. Sir, replies the painter, [ 
have one piece, which you have not ſeen, more beauti- 
ful than any of theſe, and yet it falls ſhort of the ori- 
ginal, Then taking it out „ 
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the portrait of the princeſs of China. My maſter took: 
it, and imagining it was beyond the power of nature 
to form a being ſo perfect, cried out, The world does 
not contain ſo charming a creature! The painter pro- 
teſted, that the molt maſterly hand could never be able 
to expreſs her lovely features. Depending upon the 
aſſurances of the artiſt, my maſter. bought the picture, 
which made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon him, that he 
quitted his father's court without letting me into the 
ſecret; and we never ſtopped till our arrival in this 
city. Here he propoſed to ſerve in Altoun Can's army, 
in order to demand the princeſs in marriage. We 
were informed of the ſevere edit which the king had 
publiſhed, at which my prince expreſſed great ſa- 
tisfaction. I will inſtantly go, ſays he, and anſwer 
the queſtions of Towrandoafe. Why ſhould I deſpair of 
obtaining the princeſs! When he was preparing for 
death, he gave the picture to me, ſaying, I intruſt 
you with this ineſtimable piece. Shew it my father, 
when you inform him of my deſtiny : but I reſolve far 
to retire from this place, to lament a prince who was 
ſo dear to me. O barbarous princeſs ! —— Having 
thus expreſſed his grief, he threw down a box, and 


went away full of indignation. 


CALAF gathered up the box, in which was the 
picture, and, intending to return to his old hoſteſs, 
miſſed the way in the dark, and got out of town be- 
fore he was aware. He waited unpatiently for day- 
light, to ſee the beauty of Tourandofe. Before the ſun 
aroſe, he opened the box, and took out the picture, 
but heſitated awhile e're he looked upon it, ſaying to. 

himſelf, 
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himfelf, Why do I defire to caſt my eyes on fo dan- 
gerous an object. But can there be any danger in 
looking at a mixture of colours ? I will mortify her 
vanity, by letting her ſee I can behold her image with. 
out emotion. He examined it, admired the turn of 
her face, the regularity of her features, and every one 
appeared to him to be in perfection; and tho' he was 
upon his guard, he ſuffer d himſelf to be charmed. 


Into what diſorder, continues he, has this picture put 


my ſenſes ? From this moment all peri] vaniſhes ! 


CALAF being determin'd to demand the princeſs, 
return'd to his hoſteſs. Ah ! my ſon, ſaid ſhe, I have 
been in pain for you all night. He replied, I'm ſorry 
you ſhould have any trouble on my account ; then re- 
lated all that had paſſed, and ſhewed the picture, ſay- 
ing, I cannot imagine it comes up to the beauty of the 
original. By the foul of the prophet Facmozny, cried 
the old woman, the princeſs is a thouſand times hand- 
ſomer ; I wiſh you had ſeen her, you would be of my 
opinion. I am extremely pleaſed, rejoins he, that her 
beauty, in your eye, is above all the efforts of paint- 
ing. I die with impatience. Þ'll try whether my fate 
will not be more happy than the prince of Samar- 
cande. ä 


Waar deſign is it you have formed, my ſon ? ſays 
the widow ; and do you think to put it in execution ? 
Yes, mother, ſays Ca/af, this very day will I offer 
myſelf to anſwer her queſtions. The hoſteſs burſt into 
tears, ſaying, Ah ! my lord, in the name of God, 
think no more of it. Hate her, Deſpiſe her for ter 

cruelty, 
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cruelty. Ah! mother, replies he, don't touch me in 
the moſt tender part; nothing in the world ſhall pre- 
vent this enterprize. When the widow found he would 
not hearken to her advice, it added to her aflition. 
Ah! ſays ſhe, would you had never come within my 
doors; never heard of the name of Towrande&e ! You 
fell in love on my praifing her, Ah ! wretch that I 
am The prince interrupting her, ſaid, I muſt 
needs tell you, I don't believe your prophet Facmouny, 
He ſhall not make me alter my reſolution. However, 
he ſtaid at the hoſteſs's houſe all the day, while ſhe 
went about to the hoſpitals to diſtribute alms ; and to 
the Bonzes with ready money, to purchaſe their inter- 
ceſſion with Berginghuzin. In the morning the prince 
was more reſolute in his deſign. Adieu] madam, ſaid 
he, to the widow, and left her. Hereupon the hoſteſs 
ſet her head on her knees, and continued thus in a fit 
of grief which is not to be expreſſed. 


Tux young prince, dreſſed, perfumed, and fairer 
than the morn, went directly to the palace. He found 


five elephants tied at the gate, and two thouſand fol- 
diers drawn up on each fide. One of the chief offi- 
cers, knowing him to be a ſtranger, ſtopped him, de- 
manding his buſineſs. I come, ſays he, to beg of the 
king, that he will permit me to anſwer his daughter's 
queſtions. The officer aſtoniſhed, replied, Do you 
know, prince, that what you come about is death ? 
Were you as wiſe as a Mandarin of Science, you would 
never find out the meaning of her ambiguous words. 
J thank you for your council, replied Calaf; but I 
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am not come hither to go back as I came, Go, and 
die then, ſays the officer. 


38333388389 


CaLlar's Entrance into the Palace of 
ALrou Can, 


And demanding the Princeſs of CHINA. 


S Calaf paſſed thro' the guards, ſome of the offi- 

cers ſaid, How handſome, and well-made that 
young prince is; tis pity he ſhould die ſo ſoon! He 
was, however, conducted thro' ſeveral halls, and at 
length came to that where the king gave audience. 
His throne was made of the ſteel of Catai, in the 
form of a dragon, about three cubits high, adorned 
with diamonds, and ſupported with four lofty pillars 
of the ſame metal. A/toun Can, array d in a veſt of gold 
brocade, ſat upon it. The monarch, after he had gi- 
ven audience to ſome of his ſubjefts, turned his eyes 
upon the young prince, who was in the crowd. He 
appearing to he a ſtranger, and of no common rank, 
the king called one of his Mandarins, and order'd to 
enquire of his quality and buſineſs. You may tell his 
majeſty, ſays Calaf, that I am the only ſon of a ſo- 
vereign, and am come to endeavour to be his ſon- 
in-law. 


Uros this information the king diſmiſſed all the 
people, his countenance changed pale, he deſcended 
I from 
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ftom his ſeat, and came down to Cala f. Raſh youth, 
fays he, do you know the rigour of my edict? Yes, my 
lord, replies the prince, I am ſenſible of all the danger 
T run. My eyes were witneſſes of the death of the 
prince of Samarcande; but that has only inflamed the 
defire I have to deſerve her. What madneſs is this 
ſays the king; fcarce is one prince dead, but another 
preſents himſelf for a ſacrifice. What blindneſs ! what 
temerity ! Return to your father's dominions, and let 
him not have the affliction to hear, that he muſt never 
expect to ſee his only ſon again. I pity you more than 
any I have ſcen before. My lord, replies Calaf, I 
take it for a happy omen, that I have the good fortune 
to pleaſe your majeſty. Perhaps heaven, moved by 
former miſeries, will make uſe of me to put a ftop to 
them, if only to ſecure the quiet of your life. Once 
more, my ſon, ſays the king, let me perſuade you to 
deſiſt. I love you, and you are in an error to think 
you can anſwer her queſtions on the ſpot. You have 


but half a quarter of an hour to ſtudy on each: that is 


the rule. Make your ſerious reflections on what [ 


have ſaid, and to-morrow come and tell me your final 
reſolution. 


* 

Waar the king faid had no manner of influence 
upon Calaf. He was only mortified that he muſt wait 
till the morrow; ſo returned to his hoſteſs, and went 
to the palace again the next day, where the king re- 
ceived him in his cloſet. Well, prince, ſaid he, in 
what ſentiments do you come? My leige lord, replies 
Cala, I am determined to ſuffer the ſame death as my 
rivals, if heaven has not otherwiſe pre-ordained my 


deſtiny, 
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deſtiny. The king was fore afflicted; he ſmote his 
breaſt, and tore his beard. Ah! my fon, ſays he, em- 
bracing the prince, if my reaſons have no force with 
you, give way to my grief. To deprive you of life 
will hazard my own. Stay, if you will, in my court : 
You ſhall have the firſt rank next to myſelf. You ſhall 
have handſome ſlaves, and I will look upon you as 
my fon. Renounce your pretenſions, and let me have 
the pleaſure of depriving my daughter, that bloody 
princeſs, of one vittim. 


THE prince of Nogais was greatly affected with the 
king's friendſhip, however, replied ; ſuffer me, my 
lord, to expoſe myſelf to the danger ; the greater it is, 
the more agreeable to me. Perhaps I may be the 
happy mortal, who is ordained by heaven to curb her 
pride. In the name of God ! forbear to oppoſe a de- 
ſign, on which my glory, my peace, and my life de- 
pend. In ſhort, I will not live, but with Teurandocte. 
Audacious youth! ſays the king, thy deſtruction is in- 
evitable. You will foon receive the reward of your 
folly. Go, and anſwer her queſtions ; but I muſt firſt 
do thee the honours, which I pay to ſuch princes as 
ſeek my alliance. This ſaid, he called to the chief of 
the firſt band of his eunuchs, cemmanding him to con- 
duct Calaf to the princeſs's palace, and to order 200 
eunuchs to ſerve him. 


Scarce was the prince of the Nogazs come into 
the palace, but the principal Mandarins came to ſalute 
him. They kneeled down, bowing their heads to the 
ground, and ſaid alternatively, © The perpetual ſer- 
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„ vants of your illuſtrious race gome in this quality 
„ to ſhew you reverence ;”” then made their preſents, 
and departed. During this ceremony, the king, to 
ſhew his concern for the ſon of Timurtaſch, ſent for the 
profeſſor of the royal college, and told him, there was 
. a prince come to demand his daughter; adding, I 
would have you, doctor, bring him to reaſon. He 
had a long conference with him, and, on his return, 
told the king, it was impoſſible. But I cannot help 
telling your majeſty, that I believe, if any prince is 
able to anſwer her queſtions, this is the man. 


An! doctor, replies the king, How am I tranſ- 
ported with this account of his abilities. He offer'd 
his vows to heaven for Ca/af; and order'd public pray- 
ers, ſolemn ſacrifices, and feſtivals, that he might ob- 
tain the princeſs. After this Altoun Can ſent his Calas 
to Calaf, to inform him, that he muſt prepare to 
anſwer the princeſs's queſtions the next day ; when he 
was to appear before the divan, who had already re- 
cæived orders to aſſemble. 


CALAF, notwithſtanding his reſolution, had little 
reſt all the night. He ſtill flatter'd himſelf with ſuc- 
ceſs, but did not forget his father and mother. If I 
ſhould die, ſays he, what will become of them? His 
duty gave him the greateſt trouble. While ke was 
buſied in theſe reflections, he heard the fignal given, 
for thoſe who were to aſſiſt at the aſſembly, to give 
their attendance. He then thus addreſſed himſelf to 
Mahomet ; O great prophet ! thou ſeeſt my condition; 
inſpire me on this occaſion. Shall I go to the divan, 


or 
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or to the king, and tell him the danger which terrifies 
me. Here all his terrors vaniſhed. He roſe, dreſſed 
himſelf in a caffetan, and a cloak of red filk, with 
gold flowers ; his ſtockings and ſhoes were of blue filk, 
and all his cloaths a preſent from the fovereign. Now 
fix Mandarins, drefſed in long crimſon robes enter'd 
his room, and told him, they came from the king to 
conduct him to the divan. 


THz vu led him croſs a court, where armed ſoldiers 
ſtood on each fide. In the hall were a thouſand muſi- 
cians and fingers, who made a ſurpriſing noiſe. From 
thence they proceeded to the great council chamber, 
where the aſſembly were fitting under pavillions of 
different colours : the principal Mandarins on one fide, 
the Colao, and profeſſors of the royal college on the 
other. In the middle were two thrones of gold, placed 
in two triangular ſeats. When the prince entered, the 
noble and learned ſaluted him with great reſpect. It 
was about ſun- riſing, when two eunuchs opened the 
two curtains, before the gate of the inner palace, and 
the king, accompanied by the princeſs his daughter, 
came forth. She wore a long robe of gold tiſſue, and 
a veil of the ſame. They aſcended their thrones by 
five ſteps of ſilver. When they were ſeated, two very 
beautiful young women took their ſtands, one on the 
king's fide, the other on Tourandocte s. They had 
large pearls in their ears, and pen and paper in their 
hands. At the fight of Altoun Can they all cloſed their 
eyes. Calaf only looked round him, and could not 
help admiring the majeſtic mein of the princeſs. 
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Wu the monarch of China appeared, and had 
given orders for the Mandarins to ſeat themſelves, one 
of the Lords who had conducted him, kneeled down, 
and read a memorial, containing the prince's demands 
of TowrandeFe in marriage; then rifing, bid Cala bow 
to the king, which he did with ſuch admirable grace, 
as made the ſovereign ſmile, 


Tus the Colas roſe from his place, and read the 
fatal edit with a loud voice. After which, he ad- 
Jreſſed himſelf to Calaf thus; You hear, fir, the con- 
ditions, on which alone, ſhe is to be obtained. If 
you are apprehenſive of any danger, or your heart 
fails you, it is lawful for you to refuſe. No, no, ſays 
the prince of the Negait, the prize is too glorious to 
be renounced thro' cowardice, The king finding Ca/af 
prepared, turned to the princeſs, ſaying, Daughter, it 
is your time to propoſe your queſtions, and may all 
the holy ſpirits, to whom we have ſacrificed, inſpire 
him to find out the meaning of them. Tourandbcte 
replied, I call our prophet, the great Jacmouny to wit- 
neſs, that it is with the utmoſt concern, I ſee ſo many 
princes die. Know then, audacious youth ! You can- 
not blame me but yourſelf, if like the reſt of your 
rivals, you incur perdition. 


Fair princeſs ! ſays Calaf, I know all that can be 
urged on this head. Be pleaſed to put your queſtions, 
and I'll endeavour to give you the ſenſe of them. 
Well then, replies Tourandedt ; 


Qures. I 
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Ques. I. © What creature is it, who is of all 
* countries, a friend to the world, and has no 
« /ikene/s to it in the creation? — Madam, ſays 
Calaf, It is the Sun, He is right, cry all the 
doctors. 


Ques. II.“ What mother is it, who after ha- 
ding brought forth her children, devours them 
all, when they are grown up? — The SE a, ſays 
the prince, for the rivers diſcharge themſelves 
into it, and have their ſource from it. 


TOURAN DOCTE finding the prince anſwered 
right, and reſolving to deſtroy him, ſaid, again, 


Quzs. III. What tree it it whoſe leaves are 


all white on the one fide, and black on the 
« other ?" 


Tux threw off her veil, to confound him with 
the luſtre of her beauty. Her ſhame had cauſed her 
to bluſh, which added to her charms. At the ſight of 
her the young hero ſtood mute and immoveable. Ter- 
ror ſeized the whole aſſembly ; the king changed coun- 
tenance, and gave him over for loſt. But Calaf ſoon 
recovered himſelf, and ſaid, charming princeſs ! I beg 
pardon, for having appeared almoſt ſtupified, when 1 
beheld your heavenly features. Be pleaſed to repeat 
the laſt queſtion again. I do not remember it. You 
male me forget every thing. I demanded, ſaid Ton- 


randgte, 
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« What tree is it, whoſe leaves are all white on 
* the one fide, and black on the other ? — I hart 
tree, ſays Cala, repreſents the Year, whick 
conſiſts of Days and Nights. 


Tus Mandarin; and doctors approved of the prince's 
anſwers, and applauded his talents. After which, 
Al:oun Can turning to Toxrandode, ſaid, with a ſmile ; 
Come, daughter, own yourſelf conquered, and con- 
ſent to marry the conqueror. He has not yet gain'd 
the victory, replied the princeſs, letting down her veil 
to hide her confuſion, while the tears trickled down 
her cheeks. I have other queſtions to aſk him, which 
I will propoſe to-morrow. No, no, ſays the monarch, 
if I allow that there will be no end, What you have 
more to aſk, aſk now. The princeſs excuſed herſelf, 
{:ying, ſhe was not prepared; and prayed her father 
for leave to put more interrogatories to him the next 
day. | 


Tur king in paſſion, cried out, I cannot. You 
breathe nothing but blood. You killed the queen by 
your barbarities, and have plunged me into melan- 
choly ; but thanks to the ſpirits that rule in heaven, to 
the ſun, and the moon, to whom my ſacrifices have 
been acceptable, there ſhall be no more horrible exe- 
cutions. Since this prince has anſwer'd all your queſ- 
tions, I demand of the aſſembly, whether it is not juſt 
he ſhould be your huſband. The Calas anſwer'd for 
them all, and ſaid, Your majeſty is no longer bound 
by the oath you took, to execute your rigorous edict. 
It is now the princeſs's duty to perform her part, or 

ſhe 
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ſhe mult expect, that thoſe ſpirits, who have the charge 
of chaſtizing the perjured, will puniſh her for con- 
tumacy. 


TOURANDOCTE all the while kept filence, and 
held her head on her knees, drowned in tears ; which 
Calaf obſerving, fell proſtrate at the feet of Altoun Car, 
and ſaid, Great prince ! I beg one favour of your ma- 
jeſty. Tho' I have been ſo happy as to anſwer your 
daughter's queſtions, I plainly fee ſhe had rather have 
had me executed. I renounce my right to her, upon 
condition ſhe will anſwer me, in her turn, but one 
_ queſtion. The king and the whole aſſembly were 
altoniſted at the young prince's propoſal, thinking no- 
thing could puzzle the learned Towrandofe. After 
ſome time the king conſented ; declaring firit, that he 
was no longer obligated by the oath he had made. 


Divine TourandoFe, ſays the prince, tho' by the 
judgment of the aſſembly and his majeſty you are 
mine, I abandon the poſſeſſion of the moſt adorable 
beauty in the world, provided you anſwer preciſely to 
the queſtion I ſhall propoſe to you. But then you 
muſt promiſe, that if you do not give a juſt. an- 
ſwer, you will heartily conſent to my happineſs, and 
crown my love. Yes, fir, ſays the princefs, I accept 
the condition, and ſwear by all which is ſacred, and 
call the aſſembly to be witneſs to my oath. 


Every one preſent blamed Cala/, for expoſing him- 
felf to the danger of loſing the king's daughter, but 
15 WEre 
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were at the ſame time impatient to hear the queſtion. 
Fair princeſs, ſays he, 


« What is the name of that prince, who, after ha- 
wving endured a thouſand fatigues, and begged his 
bread, finds himſelf this minute at the height of 


Joy and glory ! 


Tur princeſs paus'd a while, and then ſaid, 'Tis 
impoſſible to anſwer ſuch a queſtion inſtantly. I will 
give you his name to-morrow. Madam, ſays Calaf, 
no time was mentioned, neither is it juſt to allow any. 
However, I will give you that ſatisfaction, and hope, 
after this, you will have ſo much reaſon to think well 
of me, that you will make no difficulty to marry me. 
She muſt reſolve upon it, ſays Altoun Can. If I was 
not engaged by oath, and he had no right to her by 
the tenour of my edi, I would rather let her die, 
than he ſhould go without her. Can ſhe ever hope to 
meet with a man more amiable ? This ſaid, he roſe 
from his throne, diſmiſſed the aſſembly, and retired 
with the princeſs. The doctors and Mandarin: having 
complimented Ca/af, fix of the latter reconducted him 
to the palace. 


Tus princeſs, with the two ſlaves who were her 
confidents, retired to her own palace ; and when ſhe 
came into her apartment, ile flung off her veil, and 
threw herſelf upon a ſofa, to give a looſe to the tranſ- 
ports of her ſoul. Shame and grief were viſible in her 
looks. She tore her hair, and commanded the two 
flaves to leave her, ſaying, Give over your need- 


leſs 
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leſs care: I will mourn, and hearken to nothing but 
deſpair. How, alas! ſhall I be confounded to-morrow, 
before all the doQors, when I confeſs I cannot anſwer 
the queſtion propoſed to me ? Is this the witty prin- 
ceſs, they'll cry, who valued herſelf for knowledge, 
and could ſolve the moſt obſcure enigma's ? 


My princeſs, ſays one of the ſlaves, torment your- 
{elf no longer about what may happen to-morrow z 
would it not be better for you to endeavour to prevent 
your confuſion ? There is no great difficulty in the 
queſtion he propoſed. No, replies Towrandotie ; Does 
he not demand of me to tell his own name ? I ſee 
plainly, he means himſelf; but how is it poſſible for 
me to know it, who am a perfect ſtranger to him, his 
family, and country. In the mican time, madam, re- 
plied the flave, you only promiſed to name him to- + 
morrow, and, doubtleſs, vou hoped to be able to keep 
that promiſe. I hoped nothing, ſaid the princeſs, and 
only demanded time to kill myſelf, rather than own 
my ſhame, and to marry the prince. 


AT theſe words, had not her flaves hinder'd, ſhe 
would, in her fury, have ſpoiled that face, for which 
ſo many princes had ſacrificed their lives. 


Warn Altoun Can returned from the council cham- 
ber to his own apartment, he ſent for the young prince 
of the Nogats, and ſaid, Ah! ſon, eaſe me of the diſquiet 
you have cauſed in my mind. I fear my daughter ill 
anſwer your queſtion. Why did you bring yourſelf 
into danger? My lord, ſays Calaf, dis im poſſible for 

| ihe 
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the princeſs to name the perſon: I am he, and no- 
body in your court knows me. What you ſay, cries 
the king in a tranſport, gives me great ſatisfaction ; 
for tho' ſhe may eaſily find out the meaning of enig- 
ma's, ſhe can never know your name. 


Tus monarch having pleaſed himſelf, with con- 
filering how impoſſible it was for his daughter to 
anſwer the queſtion, reſolved to take the diverſion of 
fowling. When they had made a ſort of running ban- 
quet ; the Mandarins went firſt out of the palace, in 
open ivory chairs wrought with gold, carried each by 
fix men, two marching before with whips in their 
hands, and two behind with gold plates, on which 
were engraved their ſeveral qualities. The king and 
Ca/af came after them in a litter made of the richeſt 
wood, and carried by twenty military officers. Two 
generals marched on each fide, holding up a large fan 
to keep off the ſun, and 3000 eunuchs cloſed the train. 


Wuen they came to the place, where the officers of 
the falconry waited, they began the game with a quail- 
chaſe, which laſted till ſun-ſet. Then the monarch 
and his court returned to the palace in the ſame order ; 
and, after having eat and drank, retired into a large 
hall, where, when the Mandarins had taken their 
places, the king made Calaf fit by him on an ebony 
throne, adorned with figures of gold. As ſoon as all 
were ſeated, the ſingers and muſicians had done, and 
withdrew to make room for an artificial elephant ; 
which moving forward by ſprings into the middle of 
the hall, vomited up fix dancers, who performed ſeve- 

ral 
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ra Ifeats of activity. They had nothing on but ſaſhes 
about their middles, and brocade bonnets on their 
heads. When they had done, they got again into the 
elephant, and went off. ; 


As ſoon as theſe diverſions were over, the 
young prince, conducted by an eunuch, with a flam- 
beau made of ſerpent oil mingled with wax, and ſet in 
gold, prepared for fleep. Upon entring his apartment, 
he found a young lady dreſſed in a red brocade robe, 
full of filver flowers, and over it another of white 
ſattin embroidered with gold, and ſet thick with rubies 
and emeralds. She had on her head a bonnet of plain 
roſe-colour'd taffeta, embroider'd with filver, and ſet 
with pearls, which cover'd only the crown of her head, 
leaving her fine hair buckled with diamonds, and in- 
termixed with flowers, expoſed to view. As to her 
ſhape and face, nothing could be more perfect, the 
princeſs of China excepted. As ſoon as the lady ſaw 
Calaf, ſhe roſe from the ſofa on which ſhe had laid 
her veil ; and after having made him a low bow, ſaid, 
Prinee, I doubt not you are ſurprized to find a woman 
here. But the importance of what I am going to ſay, 


made me deſpiſe all danger, and have nothing to do 
but to tell you my errand. 


He pray'd her to fit down again on the ſofa, where 
he alſo took a ſeat; then the lady went on with her 
ſtory : © I am the daughter of a prince tributary to 
% Altzun Can. Some years ago my father refuſed to 
« pay the uſual tribute, and put himſelf into a poſture 
« of defence. The king of Chiza provoked at his 

| « inſolence, 
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inſolence, ſent one of his beſt generals againſt him. 
« A battle was fought near a river, and the Chine/e 
« got the victory. My father was killed in the action; 
% but before he died, commandcd his wife and chil- 
« dren to be flung into the river, to prevent their fall- 


« ing into ſlavery. This inhuman command was exe- 


« cuted. They threw me, my mother, and two bro- 
« thers, into the water. The Chine/e general happen- 
« ing to come-by, was moved with compaſſion at fo 
« horrible a fight, and offer'd a reward to any fol- 


„ diers who could fave us. Several Chineſe horſemen ' 


„% immediately plunged into the river after our dying 
« bodies, then floating on the water ; none of which, 
« when taken up, had life in them but mine. I, 
* when brought on ſhore, breathed. The general 
„ took as great care of me, as if my captivity would 


« add glory to his victory. After he had given an ac- 


count of his conduct, he preſented me to the king, who 
„placed me with his daughter, who is two or three 
„ years younger than I am. 


Txro' I was a child, I confidered myſelf a ſlave, 
and reſolved to add all in my power to pleaſe Tou- 
randocte. Ever fince, I, and another illuſtrious perſon 
have been her chief confidents. I am of noble blood, 
therefore you may put the greater confidence in me. 
Will a prince in love with Teurandocte, give faith to 
what I ſay ? Say, Canume, replies Calaf, Hold me no 
longer in ſuſpence. What have you to tell me of the 
princeſs of China. My lord, rejoins the lady, Tou- 
randocte has formed a deſign to have you aſſaſſinated. 
Juſt heaven! cried he, how could ſo black a deſign 
enter 
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enter into her heart? I will tell you prince, ſays the 
lady ; this morning when ſhe was at the divan, where 
I ſtood behind her throne, ſhe was mortally vexed at 
what happened, and returned full of hatred againit 
you. She ſtudied a long time on the queſtion you 
propoſed to her, and not being able to think of an 
anſwer to her mind, ſhe fell into deſpair. The other 
favourite ſlave, and myſelf, did all in our power lay 
to bring her into temper. We extolled your mien and 
your wit, and told her that ſhe ought to determine 
to give you her hand. But ſhe was deaf to all we ſaid, 
and fell a railing againſt men in ſuch a manner as 
ſtopped our mouths. I hate him above all the reſt, 
and will have him murdered privately. She has ac- 
cordingly ordered ſome truſty eunuchs to aſſaſinate 
you to-morrow as you go to the divan. 


Au! inhuman, n Tourandocte ! cries the 
prince; does Calaf then appear ſo horrible in your 
eyes. Great god! of what ſtrange adventures does 
my. life conſiſt. My lord, ſays the beauteous ſlave, 
fink not under your misfortunes. Heaven has put it 
into my thoughts to ſave you. I came not only to 
tell you of the ſnare that is laid for you, but how you 
may avoid it. By my intereſt, I have gained ſome 
foldiers of the guard, who will facilitate your eſcape, 
becauſe there will certainly be ftrit enquiry made after 
you. Fly that fatal court. I am ready to go with 
you. Let us be gone, and take refuge in the terri- 
tories of Berlas. I, free from captivity, ſhall enjoy 


thoſe pleaſures which are never known in bondage, 
and you, my lord, may find ſome princeſs worthy of 
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your love, who will make it her whole buſineſs to 
contribute to the happineſs of ſo deſerving a prince. 


CALAF anſwered, Fair princeſs! How ſhall I be 
able to expreſs my gratitude for your good intentions. 
I heartily wiſh it was in my power to conduct you to 
the Horde of the Can of Berlas, who is your kinſman: 
but tell me Canume, ought I fo abruptly to quit the 
palace of the Chineſe monarch, who has ſhewed me 
ſuch reſpect? If the princeſs of China will ſacrifice 
me, the victim is ready. | 


Trex captive princeſs obſerving that Cala deter- 
mined rather to die than go off with her, burſt into 
tears, and cried, Is it poſſible, my prince, that you 
ſhould prefer aſſaſſination? Ah! my lord, how did 1 
tremble for you, when this morning you appeared be- 
fore the divan ! I was in pain about your not anſwer - 
ing Tourandede's queſtions right. Do not, fir, ſubmit 
to a blind paſhon. Let us this inſtant quit the ſeraglio, 
where every moment will create freſh torment. My. 
princeſs, replied Ca/af, I own you can well reward 
your deliverer, and make him happy. But it is my 
fate to love Teurandocte, and ſhould I live from her, 
my life would not be worth regarding. Stay then 
ingrate ! ſays the lady, interrupting him: If you ſee 
the bottom of my heart, I alſo ſee your's. Your aver- 
fion to me is as ſtrong as your love for the princeſs of 
China. This ſaid, ſhe put on her veil, and walked off. 


Tu lady gone, the young prince ſat in great per- 
Plexity on the fofa, reflecting on what he had heard. 
— She 
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She came, ſaid he, to give me warning of my fate, and 
the generoſity of her ſoul is a ſure ſign of her ſincerity. 
Ah! thou barbarous daughter of the beſt of kings. Is 
it thus you abuſe the gifts which heaven has bleſt you 
with? Inſtead of going to ſleep, he paſs'd the remain- 
der of the night in a ſtate of melancholy. As ſoon as 
day broke, and notice was given of the divan's meet- 
ing, fix Mandarins waited upon him to conduct him 
to the aſſembly. He croſſed the court, where he was 
to be aſſaſſinated, without any thoughts of defending 
himſelf, and came to the firſt hall of the divan. He 
proceeded, thinking every avenue. was the place where 
the bloody orders of the princeſs were to be executed. 
He looked on both ſides, expecting the murderer, and 
came at laſt to the hall where the doctors and Man- 
4arins were already ſeated. 


Wunx the Colao ſaw the king come in, he demand- 
ed of the young prince, whether he remember'd his 
promiſe to relinquiſh the princeſs, if ſhe anſwer'd right 
to the queſtion he had propoſed. Calaf anſwer'd, Yes. 
Then the Calas addreſſed himſelf to Teurandocte, ſaying, 
And do you, great princeſs, know what oath you have 
taken, and by that you are bound, to name the 
prince? The king, ſatisfied that his daughter could 
not anſwer Calaf's queſtion, ſaid, You have had all 
the time you could well defire, to think of what was 
propoſed to you ; but if you had a year allowed you 
to contemplate on it, you would at laſt be forced to 
confeſs it is impenetrable ; therefore chearfully give 
your hand to this young prince. My lord, ſays Tou- 
randocte, tho" yeſterday I had the ſhame of being van- 

| quiſhed, 


186 Perfan T A L E S. 


quiſhed, I yet pretend to have the honour of the victory. 
Let him aſ me his queſtion. 


Mabau, ſays the prince of the Nogais, I de- 
mand, What is the name of that prince, auho, after 
* having endured a thouſand ifficulties, and begged his 
« bread, finds himſelf this moment at the height of glory 
% and joy f”” The prince's name, replied Tourandocte, 
ts Calaf. As ſoon as the prince heard her name him, 


he fell into a ſwoon. The king and all the aſſembly 
turned pale. | 


AFrTEer Caldf recover'd, he thus addreſſed himſelf 
to TourandeHe ; Fair princeſs, you are much miſtaken, 
the ſon of Timurtaſch is not at the height of joy and 
glory; he is rather over-whelmed with ſorrow. I 
agree with you, ſays the princeſs, you are not ſo now ; 
but you were ſo when you put the queſtion, For 
which reaſon, prince, inſtead of making uſe of fri- 
volous excuſes, freely confeſs, that you have loſt all 
manner of pretenſion to me. However, to keep you 
no longer in doubt, I now declare before this honour- 
able aſſembly, that I am in another diſpoſition, with 
reſpe& to your life. The king's friendſhip for you, 


and your peculiar merit, have determined me to make 
you my huſband. 


44444444 


CaLar's marriage with the Princeſs of CHIHA, 
and the Death of ADELMULE. 

HE Mandarins and doctors highly applauded the 

conduct of Jourandocte; the king over-joy'd em- 


braced her, and ſaid, My child, you could do 1 
chat 
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that would oblige me more. Vour averſion to man- 
kind made me deſpair of ſeeing any princes of my 
blood. Happy me! that your hatred is now at an 
end; and what makes my joy ſtill greater is, that you 
are enamour'd of this young hero whom I love. But 
what charm did you make uſe of to diſcover his name. 
It was, my lord, by an accident natural enough, and 
not by any enchantment. One of my ſlaves went laſt 
night to prince Calaf, and had the addreſs to get from 
him the ſecret. 


CnarmixcG princeſs, replies Calaf, out of what 
an abyſs of miſery have you raiſed me, to the higheſt 
place in the world. Ah! forgive my injurious ſuſpi- 
cions, while you was preparing fo much felicity for 
me. How impatient am I to expiate at your feet the 
injuſtice I committed. The young prince was going 
on in this manner, when he was forced to drop his 
amorous diſcourſe, by the coming up of a female ſlave, 
who till that time had ſtood behind the princeſs ; but 
now advancing into the middle of the aſſembly, made 
the whole audience liſten to what ſhe had to ſay. She 
no ſooner lifted up her veil, but Calaf knew her to 
be the ſame perſon with whom he converſed the night 
before. Her ghaſhly eyes, and pale countenance, de- 
noted her bent upon ſome miſchief. They were all 
impatient to hear her, when turning to Teurandede, ſhe 
ſaid, I did not go to the ſon of Timurtaſch to do you 
ſervice. My deſign was to deliver myſelf from ſla- 
very, and to rob you of your lover. I prepared every 
thing for our flight together. The ingrate de- 
ſpiſed my tenderneſs. I repreſented you the cruelett 

creature 
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creature in the world: nay, I told him you determined 
to have him aſſaſſinated this very day. Jealous and 
deſpairing, I returned to your apartment, and I told 
you the name you wanted to know, which he dropped 
in one of his tranſports. In ſhort, I thought by that 
to prevent your marriage. But as my artifrce has pro- 
ved ineffectual, I have only this to do. — Here ſhe 
took a cangiar, which was concealed under her robe, 
and plunged it under her breaſt. 


Tunis horrible action ſhocked the whole aſſembly. 
The king and Tourandacte deſcended from the throne 
to ſave her life, imagining ſhe had not done enough to 
kill her: but before they came to her aſſiſtance, ſhe 


ſtruck the poniard a ſecond time into her breaſt, when 


the princeſs of China continged weeping, and ſaid, My 
dear Adel/mule, why did you not open your mind to 
me laſt night? Why did you not tell me it would kill 
you, if I married prince Cala? Is there any thing I 
would not have done for ſuch a rival as you ? At theſe 
words the captive princeſs opened her dying eyes, and, 
turning them towards Taurandocte, ſaid, "Tis over. 
Pity not my fate, but commend my reſolution. I 
ſucked in with my milk the doctrine of Xaca. I am 
going to my original nothing. Here ſhe gave a deep 
ſigh, and expired. 


Tus funeral rites being over, joy and ſplendor fuc- 
ceeded, and a new face appeared in the court of China. 
The king order'd preparations to be made for his 
daughter's nuptials. While this was doing, ambaſſa- 
dors were ſent to the tribe of Berlas to inform the old 
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Can of the Nogais, of what had paſſed, and to defire 
him to come thither with the princeſs his wife. When 
all things were ready, the marriage was ſolemnized 
with the utmoſt magnificence. Nothing was to -be 
ſeen for a whole month, in the great city of Peguin, 
but ſhows and feſtivals. 


Taz poſſeſſion of Tourandocte did not at all leſſen 
the love of Calaf. And ſhe who had, till then, looked 
upon all men with contempt, was equally enamour'd with 
the prince. Soon after their marriage-feſtivals were over, 
the ambaſſadors, which Altous Can had ſent to Calaf”s 
father, returned, who brought not only his father and 
mother, but the prince Alinguer himſelf with them, 
to do honour to El/maze and Timurtaſch, attended by 
the greateſt lords of his court. * 

Tur prince of Nogais having notice of their coming, 
met them at the gate of the palace. All three em- 
braced ſeveral times, and their tears, at every embrace, 
water'd the eyes of the Chine/e and Tartars at that time 
preſent. Then Calaf ſaluted the Can of Berlas, ac- 
knowledg'd the favours he had conferred upon his pa- 
rents, and upon himſelf in particular. Ta which 
Alinguer replied ; Sir, being ignorant of the dignity of 
your father and mother, I muſt confeſs I have not paid 
them that reſpe& which is due to their quality ; but to 
make ſome retaliation for that deficiency, I thought I 
could do no leſs than accompany them to the court of 
Altcun Can. Hereupon they all enter d the palace of 
the king of China, who embraced them all, and then 
conducted them to his cabinet, where he promiſed 

 Timurtaſch, 
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Timurtaſch, whoſe hiſtory he knew, to employ all his 
forces to revenge his cauſe, againſt the ſultan of Ca- 
rizme, and immediately gave orders, that the governors 
of the provinces, and all the ſoldiers under their ju- 
riſdiction, ſhould march with all ſpeed to the lake of 
Baljcuta, and there to rendezvous till the whole army 
was aſſembled. The Can of Berlas alſo foreſeeing a 
war would ſoon commence, order'd his troops to be in 
readineſs to march on the firſt notice; and ſent im- 
mediately to his generals to repair to the ſame place 
without loſs of time. 


Waite Timurtaſch and his queen, the father and 
mother of Calaf, had conceived hopes of being re- 
inſtated on the throne of the Nogars Tartars, they in- 
ſenſibly forgot their paſt misfortunes, and Teuranabocte 
being now deliver'd of a fine prince, encreaſed their 
joy. Publick rejoycings were made on this oc- 
caſion throughout all the vaſt empire of Cina. 
Nor did they ceaſe till the couriers brought ad- 
vice, that the troops were arrived at the lake. As 
ſoon as they had this intelligence, Timurtaſch, 'Calaf, 
and Alinguer, departed to command them ; and when 
they arrived there, they found 700,000 men. They 
took their rout to Co/an. From thence they marched 
to Cachgar, and enter'd the territories of the ſultan of 
Carizme. That prince, inſtead of being diſhearten'd 
at the approach of ſo many enemies, prepared to give 
them a warm reception with 400,000 men. The two 
armies met at Cogende, and a bloody battle enſued. At 
length the Chineſe became maſters of the field, and of 
their enemies, M 

SULTAN 
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SULTAN Carizme had no way left to eſcape, but 
by fighting through the enemy's forces, and gloriouſly 
choſe rather to die, than to ſurvive with infamy ; fo 
he continued fighting till he dropped dead. The 
prince his ſon had the ſame fate. 200,000 men were 
killed and taken priſoners, the reſt eſcaped by favour 
of the night. The Chineſe alſo loſt a great number of 
men; but tho' the battle was bloody, it was alſo de- 
ciſive. Timurtaſch having returned thanks to heaven 
for his ſucceſs, ſent an officer to Pequin to give the 
king of China an account of it, and then advanced 


into the territories of Zagalab, and made himſelf maſter 
of the city of Carizme. 


Ha he publiſhed a declaration, ſetting forth, that 
he would invade the rights and privileges of no man; 
but as God had given him poſſeſſion of the throne of 
his enemy, he would keep it, and that all the coun- 
tries, that were ſubject to the ſultan, ſhould now re- 
ceive his ſon Calaf for their ſovereign, The Carizme- 
nians immediately proclaimed him their ſultan ; and 
Timurtaſch went with part of the army to recover his 
own dominions. The Nogais Tartar: received him like 
faithful ſubjects; but he, not contented to be re- 
inſtated on his own throne, declared war againſt the 
Circaſſians, to be revenged on them for their perfidy 

to prince Ca/af at Fund. He cut their armies to pieces, 
and cauſed himſelf to be declared king of Circaſta. 
After this, he returned to Zagalay, where he met the 
princeſs Elmaze and Taurandocte, whom Altoun Can had 
ſent thither, 
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HERE was the end of the young prince's misfor- 
tunes. His virtue gained him the love of the Cariz- 
mians, whom he reigned over a long time in peace, and 
continued the ſame paſſion for Tourandocte; by whom 
he had another ſon, who was, after his death, the 
ſultan of Carizme, and his elder brother by Altoun Can 
choſe emperor of China. Trimurtaſch and his queen 
paſſed the reſt of their days at Miracan, and the Can 
of Berlas having received from them the reward due to 
his generoſity, returned to his tribe with the remainder 


of his forces. : 
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The Hiſtory of King BRDREDDIV Loro, 
and his Viſſer ATALMULE, 
Surnamed the SORROWFUL VISIER. 


EDREDDIN, king of Damaſcus, had, what 
may be called in our days, an honeſt miniſter, 
whoſe name was Atalmule, and who was a true patriot, 
His zeal for the ſcrvice of his king and country was 
indefatigable ; his genius was extenſive, and his diſ- 
intereſtedneſs was admirable. He was called the Ser- 
rowful Viſier, becauſe he never laughed at a jeſt, nor 
put kimſelf out of his uſual gravity. The king one 
day ſmiling, told him of an adventure of his, to 
which the viſier liſten d; but with ſuch ſedateneſs, as 
ſurprized Bedreddin. Atalmule, ſays he, for theſe ten 
years you have been at my court, I have not obſerved 
one joyful look in your countenance, My lord, re- 
lies 
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plies the viſier, there is not a mortal upon earth exempt 
from ſorrow. You have ſome ſecret grief, replies the 
king, which you chuſe to conceal. Do you think as 
you ſpeak ? Yes, my liege, replied he, ſuch is the ſtate 
of the ſons of Adam. Is your majeſty in a ſtate of 
perfect happineſs ? It is impoſſible for me to be ſo, 
_ cries the king; I have numerous enemies, and the 
weight of government lies heavy upon my ſhoulders ; 
but I am convinced that there are an infinite number 
of my ſubjects, whoſe joy is uninterrupted. If nobody, 
therefore, is free from vexation, they cannot all be 
alike afflicted; tell me then, why you are ſo inſenſible 
of pleaſure? My lord, replied Atalmule, the account 
of my life will readily diſcover to you the cauſe of 
my anxiety. 


— — - — 


The Hiſtory of the SORROWFUL VISIER, 
And of 
The Princeſs Z ELICOA BEGUME., 


Y father's name was Coaja Abaallah, a rich 


jeweller of Bagdad, who ſpared no expence in 


my education. After I was well verſed in various lan- 
guages, and a thorough proficient in many uſeful 
ſciences, he reſolved I ſhould viſit other Aan countries. 
I naturally loved pleaſure, which cauſed him grief. 
But how can the wiſe counſel of a father prevail over 
a debauched ſon ! I never heeded what the old gentle- 
man ſaid, but imputed all to the peeviſhneſs of age. 
One day he made me walk with hun in the garden, 
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and ſaid, My advice has hitherto proved ineffectual 

you will. ſoon get rid of ſo troubleſome a counſellor : 
I am going to launch into eternity. I ſhall leave you 
immenſely rich ; and if you are ſo unhappy as laviſhly 
to ſquander it away, be ſure to have recourſe to the 
tree in the middle of the garden: tie a rope to one of 
the branches, and prevent the miſeries which attend 


poverty. 


H died, I buried him magnificently, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the eſtate, which I found ſo great as to en- 
courage my extravagance. I encreaſed my ſervants, 
got all the young fellows of the city about me, was 
guilty of all kinds of debauchery, and ſoon ſpent all. 
My friends, domeſticks, and acquaintance, immedi - 
ately abandon'd my dwelling. I then, too late, re- 
member'd my father's words. I was pierced to the 
heart for not following his advice. I don't forget he 
adviſed me to hang myſelf, if I was ever reduced to 


poverty. Let me, faid I, follow his council at leaſt in 


this caſe, tho I did not in my economy. I fold my 
houſe, and, in this fit of deſpair I bought a rope, and 
ran to the tree in the garden. I put two large ſtones 
to the botom of the branch, where I had fixed the 
cord, and making a running nooſe at the other end, I 
put it about my neck ; after which, I leaped off the 
two ſtones, and was almoſt ſtrangled, when the branch of 
the tree broke down. I fell with it. After a little time 
I recover'd my ſenſes, and, looking round about, I was 
ſurprized to ſee ſome diamonds that fell out of it, for 
it was hollow. I thought the trunk was fo likewiſe, 
ard ran for an axe ; then cutting thro” it, found a vaſt 
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quantity of rubies, emeralds, and all kinds of pre- 
cious ſtones. I inſtantly took the rope off my neck, 
and my grief was converted into joy, 


Tuts adventure convinced me of my father's love 
and prudence, and I determined, for the future, to 
purſue his courſe of life. As I before had made 
pleafure my buſineſs, I now reſolved to make bufineſs 
my pleaſure. I well knew the value of precious ſtones, 
and enter'd into partnerſhip with two jewellers of Bag. 
ad, who were bound for Ormus. We all three em- 
barked, lived merrily on board, and were almoſt at the 


end of our voyage, when I perceived my partners weng 


not ſo honeſt as I imagined. We drank plentifully. 


About midnight I fell aſleep on a ſofa; while I lay 


ſnoreing, they threw me into the ſea. I awoke as they 
carried me to the fide of the veſſel; but knew not 
where I was, till I plunged into the water. It was 
foul weather, but the waves kept me aloft, and by the 
peculiar providence of heaven, threw me at the foot 
of a mountain, near the point of the gulph. When I 
landed, I found myſelf tolerably well; and ſpent the 
remainder of the night in thankſgiving for my de- 
liverance. 


Ar day-break I climbed up the mountain with great 
difficulty, and there found ſome peaſants gathering 
chryſtal to fell at Ormus, and told them the uſage I had 
met with. They took pity on me, gave me proviſions, 
and conducted me to the city. I went to a caravan- 
ſerail to lodge, where the firſt man I ſaw was one of 
my inhuman partners, He, extremely ſurprized, ran 
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to ſeek out his comrade, to inform him of my ſafe ar- 
rival, and to concert meaſures for my unexpected re- 
ception. Soon after they both enter'd the caravan- 
ſerail. They paſſed me unobſerved in the court-yard. 
Ah! villains, cried I, heaven has render'd your perfidy 
uſeleſs ; in ſpite of your barbarity, I ftill live. At 
this exclamation, one. of them had the impudence to 
bawl out ; You thief, you rogue, what is the trick you 
would put upon us? They then beat me. I threaten'd 
to complain to the Cady ; but they got thither before 
me, and by making him a preſent of ſome of my own 
Jewels, prevailed upon him to load me with irons, and 
ſend me to priſon. 


Tux peaſants, who brought me to Ormus, being in- 
formed that I was in jail, went to the Cady, and told 
him all that had paſſed between us on the mountain. 
Upon this the judge reſolved to ſearch into the bottom 
of this affair, and immediately ſent for the two jew- 
ellers ; but they, conſcious of their villainy, ran to the 


ſhip and put to ſea. The Cady, now convinced of my 
innocence, releaſed me. 


BEING thus deliver'd from the ſea, my judge, 
and my two honeſt partners; deſtitute of money, 
friends, and credit, I was obliged to live upon charity, 
or die for hunger. I ſet out the next day after my 


entargement for the plains of Lar, between the moun, 
tains and the Pęrſian gulph. | 


Hzze I overtook a caravan of merchants, who 
were going to Ch:ras, I did them ſeveral little ſer - 
| vices, 


Perfan T A L E S. 197 


vices, and was well uſed on the journey. I ſtaid there 
with them, at the time king Shad Tahmaſpe kept his 
court in that city. 


One day coming from the grand moſque to my 
lodgings, I ſaw one of the king of Perſia's officers. 
He came up to me, and ſaid, Young man, of what 
country are you? You ſeem to be a ſtranger, and in 
no very good circumſtances. I anſwer'd, I was a na- 
tive of Bagdad, that things were not ſo well with me 
now as formerly, and then told him my ſtory. How 
old are you, faid he; I replied, nineteen. Hereupon 
he conducted me to a fine apartment in the king's 
palace, and there aſked my name, which I told him 
was Haſan. Haſan, replied he, I am ſorry for thy 
misfortunes. I am the king of Perſia's Capi-4ga, and 
wiil be a father to thee. A page's place is vacant in 
the Caſoda, and thou ſhalt have it; for I know not a 
youth among the Caſodali, who cuts ſo good a figure. 
He took me under his protection, had me dreſſed like 
a page, and inſtructed me in the duties of my office; 
which I diſcharged in ſuch a manner, as ſoon gained 
me the eſteem of Zz/uflir, and redounded to the honour 
of my patron. 


ALL the pages of the twelve tribes, as well as other 
officers, were forbidden, on pain of death, to ſtay in 
the garden of the ſeraglio, after a certain hour, becauſe 
the ladies then came out a walking. I inſenſibly letting 
the time ſlip, made all poſſible ſpeed to return to che 
palace; when I was ſtopped at the end of the alley by 
a lady, ſaying, Why in ſuch haſte? It was a light 
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evening, and I perceiving her to be young and beautiful, 
anſwer d abruptly, If you belong to the palace, you 
know the reaſon. Is it not as much as my life is 
worth ? You have thought of it too late then, ſays ſhe, 
thank your ſtars that you have met me, or you had 
died in a moment. Amazed ! I cried, unhappy mor- 
tal, to be no more vigilant ! Give over your ſurprize, 
rejoins ſhe, I think you ought not to look upon your- 
ſelf as unhappy. I have youth and beauty, and flatter 
myſelf there are few in this ſeraglio more agreeable. 
Fair lady, ſaid I, tho' I cannot by this light view your 
charms to advantage; tho' I ſee more than enough to 
inflame me ; yet, imagine yourſelf in my fituation, and 
you will confeſs it is not very pleaſant. I own it, re- 
plies ſhe ; however, your deſtruction is not ſo ſure as 
you imagine ; the king is a good prince, and may par- 
don you. What are you? One of the Caſadali, madam, 
Well then, ſaid ſhe, be ruled by me. Think not to- 
day of what may befall you to-morrow. Heaven re- 
ſerves that knowledge to itſelf, and, perhaps, has pre- 
pared a Way for you to eſcape this danger. If you 
knew who I was, and the honour this adventure might 
do you, inſtead of waſting theſe happy moments, you 
would caſt off all melancholy reflections, and look upon 
yourſelf as the moſt happy of mortals. I reſolved to 
improve the occaſion, and took the lady in my arms ; 
but ſhe was ſo far from yielding to my careſſes, that 
ſhe cried out, and I was inſtantly ſurrounded by ten or 
twelve women, who had concealed themſelves to liſten 
to our diſcourſe, 


I THEN 


Perfan T ALES. 199 


_ I rue really thought ſhe was ſome ſlave of the 
princeſs of Perfia, who did it for diverſion. The other 
women laughed at what paſſed ; and tho' ſhe ſeemed 
in a fright, one of them ſaid, Ca/e-Cairi, what think 
you of ſuch another frolick. No, replied ſhe, I will 
do ſo no more. I have paid for my curiofity. The 
ſlaves rallied me, and ſaid, the page is for the preſent 
minute. It is pity he ſhould die for ſtay ing too long in 
the garden. She, whom I firſt met, addreſſing herſelf 
to another, ſaid, It is you, my princeſs, muſt deter- 
mine his fate. Well then, replied ſhe, let him not die 
this time. But to make this adventure a little more 
Fleaſant to him, and that he may the longer remember 
it, carry him to my apartment, which as yet no man 
ever ſaw. I was immediately cloathed in a wo- 
man's dreſs, and, making one of the princeſs's train, 
followed to her apartment, where nothing was to be 
ſeen on all fides but gold and filver, and perfumed 
lamps, whoſe odour was very agreeable, 


I enTzR'D the chamber of Zelica Beghume the 
princeſs of Perſia, where twenty brocade ſtools were 
placed on a tapeſtry carpet, on which all the ladies 
ſeated themſelves in a circle, and made me do the 
like. After this Zelica called for refreſhments, when 
fix old ſlaves enter d, and diſtributed among us Mab- 
rama's, and then ſerved round a ſallad made of herbs 
of various kinds, citron juice, and the pith of cucum- 
bers. She gave it firſt to the princeſs in a cocno's 
beak, who eat, and gave another to the flave on her 
right hand; and ſo it went round till the baſon was 
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empty. After this, they brought water in chryſtal 
cups. The collation being over, converſation began. 
Cale-Cairi, who, with deſign or chance, placed herſelf 
Oppoſite to me, ſmiled, and ſometimes by her looks 
informed me, that ſhe was pleaſed with my behaviour 
in the garden. I could not forbear ogling her too. 
Then Zelica aſked my name, and how long I had been 
a page; when I had given anſwers to her interroga- 
tories. Well, Haſan, ſays ſhe, you know this place is 
not for men, and I am Zelica ; yet forget where you 
are, and who I am. Be as free, and frankly tell me 
which of theſe young women moſt pleaſes your fancy ? 
I preſently gave the preference to the charms of Cale- 
Cairi. But leſt I ſhould have affronted Zelica, I added, 
ſhe ought not to put herſelf on a footing with her 
ixves, ſince where ſhe appeared, nothing could be 
deemed beautiful. 


SAE, inſtead of being offended, ſaid, I am glad you 
have given to her the preference. She is my favourite, 
which 1s a proof of your good taſte. Now the princeſs 
and all the ſlaves rallied Cale-Cairi upon the triumph 
of her charms, which ſhe returned with a great deal 
of wit. Then Zelica cauſed a lute to be brought, and 
bid her ſhew her lover what ſhe could do. She play'd 
on the inſtrument ſo well, and accompanied it with her 
voice ſo finely, that I was tranſported ; I threw my- 
ſelf at her feet diſſolved in love and pleaſure, At this 
they all fell again into laughter, which laſted till an 
old flave came to tell them, it was near day, and time 
for me to depart. She accordingly led me to a little 
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gate, of which {he had the key; and it was very light 
when I got out of the palace. 


SoME hours after I went to my fellow-pages, when 
the Oda Bachi demanded why I lay out of my lodging. 
I told him, that a merchant of Chiras, with whom I 
was particularly acquainted, being about to depart from 
Bajra, kept me at his houſe all night in drinking ; 
which he believed. Eight days after, an eunuch came 
to the king's chamber door; I aſked his buſineſs. Is 
not your name Haſan, ſaid he? I anſwered, yes. He 
than put a billet in my hand, and was gone in a mo- 
ment. The contents were, If you are diſpoſed to- 
% morrow night, to be in the garden of the ſeraglio, 
after the hour of retiring, and at the ſame place I 
met you, you ſhall find one, who is very ſenſible of 
* the preference you gave her to all the princels's 
« women?“ | 


Tuo' I thought Cale-Cairi, had ſome liking to me, 
I could not imagine ſhe would have wrote to me. 
Pleaſed with my good fortune, I aſked leave of the 
Oda Bachi to viſit a derviſe lately arrived from Mecca. 
He granted it, and I inſtantly flew to the garden of 
the ſeraglio. Soon after, I at length perceived a lady 
drawing near, whom I knew to be the fame, for 
whom I waited. I went up to her, traniported with 
joy, threw myſelf ater feet. | Riſe, Haſan, ſays ſhe, 
may I believe it poſſible that you think me handſomer 
than all my companions, and even than the princeſs 
Zelica ! Doubt it not, replied I, oh too lovely Cas 


Cairi. Your image always will be preſent in my mind, 
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tho' you ſhould not think of me kindly. I am glad 
you ſtill perſiſt in this opinion replied ſhe, becauſe 
your youth, your perſon, your wit, and above all, the 
preference you gave me to thoſe fair ladies, has made 
you amiable in my fight. But yet, my dear Haſan, 
continued ſhe, I know not whether I ought to rejoyce 
at the conqueſt my eyes have made, or look upon it as 
an event which will cauſe my miſery. The princeſs 
of Zalica loves you, and will ſoon make you happy. 
Can your love of me hold out againſt ſo powerful a 
rival ? Here I began to interrupt her, ſaying, My 
deareſt Cale-Cairi, neither Zelica, nor any other em- 
preſs, however potent, ſhall ſhake my conſtancy. You 
are the loadſtone, I the needle. Tho' Schab Tabmaſpe 
would reſign to me the kingdom of Perſia, and adopt 
me for his heir; to you, and to you alone would I 
ſacrifice that dignity. Oh ! unhappy Haſan ! replies 
the lady, If you make ungratefal returns for her 
kindneſs, we are both undone. It is much better for 
me to ſubmit to her ſuperior charms. No, no, ſaid I, 
let me rather baniſh myſelf the court, to defend you 
from Zelica's reſentment. And do you {forget by little 
and little the unfortunate Haſan. I pronounced this 
with ſuch energy, that the lady burſt into tears, and 
cried out, you are in an error, you are worthy of being 
deceived. Know, therefore, that I am the real Zelica. 
The night you came to my palace, I repreſented Cale- 
Cairi, and now reſume my own name. Tho' you 
have more love than ambition, I am now convinced 
it will be no ſmall addition to your happineſs to be 
informed that it is a princeſs who is enamoured of you. 
I told Zelica that the excels of my paſſion was inex- 
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preſſible, and was going on in this manner, when ſhe 
interrupted me, by ſaying, Ambition has but little 
command over the hearts of females who are locked 
up. You delight me, and that is ſufficient. We paſſed 
the whole night in diſcourſing in the garden. A lit- 
tle before day Cale-Cairi came, and led me out of the 


palace. 


I xow gave myſelf over to the moſt agreeable re- 
preſentations that can enter into the mind of a mortal. 
But alas! when I was juſt arriving at the height of 
my wiſhes, an unlucky event, at once robbed me 
of all my expectations. I heard Zelica was fallen ill, 
and ſoon after it was rumoured about the palace, that 
ſhe was dead. I could not give any credit to this 
report, till I ſaw preparations made for her funeral, 
and was convinced of the truth by the univerſal grief 
of the Perſians, and the honours paid to her memory. 
All the pages of the chambers marched firſt, naked 
from the head to the middle. Some ſcratched their 
arms, others made inciſions in their fleſh, and I, in 
deſpair, wounded myſelf in ſeveral places. Our 
officers followed us with long rolls of Chine/e paper, 
hanging down from their turbans, on which were 
written in large characters, ſome paſſages out of the 
Alcoran, and verſes in praiſe of the deceaſed, which 
were fung with an air as doleful, as reſpective. 


Ar rs theſe came the corps in a cedar coffin, 
covered with filver plates, which was carried by twelve 
' perſons of quality, each holding in his hand the end 
of a ruban, which was faſtened to the cover; all her 

women 
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women followed, making terrible howlings. When 
the body came to the burial- place, the whole com- 
pany bawled out Laylab allah; and the blood I 
had loft cauſed me to faint away. I was immedi- 
ately carried to our chambers, and rubbed. over with 
an excellent balm, by the uſe of which, in two days, 
my wounds were healed, and three days after I quitted 
tie court and the city of Chiras. 


I TRAVELLED all that night, and the next day 
lay down to repoſe myſelf on the ground, when there 
came to me a young perſon, in a very odd dreſs, and 
- preſented me with a green branch, repeating ſome 
Perfian verſes, to beg alms. I had nothing for my 
ſelf, and as I offered him nothing, he imagined I did 
not underſtand the language. He then repeated ſome 
Arabian verſes, and finding nothing coming, ſaid bro- 
ther, I don't believe you want charity, but that you 
have nothing to beſtow. You are in the right, friend, 
faid I, I have rfot a fingle aſper. Ah! cried he, I 
pity thee, and will give the? relief. 


Ta1s anſwer occaſioned my ſurpriſe, as I ex- 
pected from him nothing but prayers and vows ; when 
he continuing his diſcourſe, ſaid, I am one of thoſe 
holy children called Fagquirs, who live on alms, and am 
taught to move compaſſion, by an air of mortification. 
Tho), to ſay the truth, ſome of our fraternity are fools 
enough to be what they appear, and faſt for ten days 
together, yet we are not ſo ſtrait laced. Will you be 
one of our brethren? I am going to two of them at 
Bes, if you will make a fourth come along. 
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AGREED to join them, and he conducted me to 

Bet. We lived all the way upon dates, rice, and 
other good things which were given us in the towns 
and villages through which we paſſed. At length we 
arrived at Boft, and entered a little houſe where we 
found our two brethren. They kindly received us, 
and ſeemed greatly pleaſed with my reſolution. When 
I was well inſtructed in the myſtery of diſſimulation 
and grimace, they dreſſed me like themſelves, and 
obliged me to accompany them about the city and 
ſuburbs. I came home every night with ſome pieces 
of filver, which ſerved to make me merry ; and being 
too young to reſiſt the example of theſe Faguirs, I fell 
into all ſorts of debauchery, and by this means inſen- 
fibly loſt the remembrance of Zelica. 


HERE I ftaid two years, and would have ſtaid 
longer, had not he who engaged me in their ſociety, 
perſuaded me to travel. We accordingly paſſed thro? 
the kingdom of Segeſtan to the city of Candahar, and 
took up our lodging at a caravanſerail, where we were 
well uſed on account of our habit. The inhabitants 
were all in a hurry, making preparations to celebrate 
the feaſt of Giul/ous. Every one, even at court, was 
ambitious to ſhew their affection for king Farozzchah, 
who was both beloved, and feared by all his ſubjects. 
No body daring to refuſe the Faguirs admittance, or 
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ſtop them for their habits ſake, we went the next day 
to court. As we were looking about very atten- 
tively, I felt ſomebody twitch me by the ſleeve, and 
obſerved the eunuch of Schah Tahmaſpe's palace ſtand- 
ing near me, who put into my hand a letter ; ſaying, 
My lord Haſan, notwithſtanding your dreſs, I thought 
I knew you. Why did you leave the court of Per/ia 
to come to Candabar. Was it the ſudden death of the 
princeſs Zelica. I cannot tell you preſently faid he; 


but will ſatisfy your curioſity. Meet me here to- mor- 
sow at the ſame hour. 


I eyuncTUaLLY came at the time appointed, and 
he drawing near, faid, let us go out of the palace, 
we went thro” the city to the gate of a large houſe, of 
which he had the key. The rooms were well fur- 
niſhed, fine carpets on the floars, and rich ſofa's. 
Near adjoining was a garden in good order, in the 
middle of which, was a baſon of jaſper full of chryſtal 
water. 


My lord Haſan, ſays the eunuch, how do like this 
place ? Very well replied I ; I'm glad of that, re- 
Joined he, I hired it for you yeſterday. You muſt alſo 
have ſome ſlaves to attend you. I will go and buy 
ſome while you bathe. In the name of God, ſaid I, 
What do you bring me here for ? 


CHAPOUR was a long while before he returned 
with four ſlaves laden with linen, cloaths, and provi- 
ſions, which occaſioned in me various reflections. He 
obſerved my uneaſineſa, but ſaid he could not help me, 
| adding, 
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adding, it muſt be night before you can be informed 
of what you want to know. Night came, and lamps 
were lighted up in all the fineſt apartments. Chapour 
bore me company, and defired me frequently to exer- 
ciſe my patience. At length we heard a knocking at 
the door, the eunuch opened it, and led in a lady, 
who no ſooner lifted up her veil, than I knew it was 
Cale-Cairi. My lord, ſays ſhe, How much ſoever you 
are aſtoniſhed to ſee me, you will be more ſo when 
you hear what I have to ſay. The cunuch withdrew, 
and we both ſat down together. You very well re. 
member, my lord Haſan, ſaid ſhe, that the laſt night 
you ſaw Zelica, ſhe made you promiſe never to forget 
her. The next day I repreſented to her what a folly 
it was for a princeſs of her rank, to run the hazard 
of her life and dignity for the love of a page, and 
endeavoured all I could to diſſuade her from her inten- 
tion. But finding all my arguments vain, I ſaid ; then, 
madam, we muſt contrive ſome ſcheme for you to ſee 
him often : I know but one, which 1s, for you to quit 
the court immediately, to forget your birth and gran- 
deur, and to live as if you was deſcended from poor 
parents. Is it poſſible, madam, for you to make 
Haſan ſuch a ſacrifice ? Don't I love him, replied ſhe, 
fighing ? Tell me where and how I may ſee him, I 
will go this very moment. Well then, ſaid I, ſince I 
find there is no turning you from your beloved object, 
I know an herb, which if you put a leaf of it into 
your ear, you in a ſhort time will fall into a lethargy, 
and ſeem dead. Your funeral obſequies will be per- 


formed, and the dreaded codes 
of your tomb. 


On 
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On heaven! replied I, is it poſſible the princeſs 
' Zelica ſhould be alive! Where is ſhe? My lord, re- 
joins Cale-Cairi, ſhe is now living. We put my pro- 
ject in execution. The princeſs fell ſick, and kept her 
bed. The king's phyſicians preſcribed medicines, of 
which I made no uſe. Her fever grew worſe and 
worſe, and when I judged it proper for her to expire, 
I conveyed a leaf into her ear, and ran immediately 
to inform the king, that Zelica was dying, and begged 
to ſee him. He came in an inſtant, and obſerving 
her colour come and go, as the herb operated, he 
burſt into tears. My lord, ſays Zelica, in dying ac- 
cents, having experienced your tenderneſs, I conjure you 
by the great God, to order this my laft requeſt may be 
punctually fulfilled. I defire that none of my women 
may be admitted to come near me, excepting Cale- 
Cairi. Let her watch over me the firſt night, and be 
ſuffered to mourn over my tomb alone. 


Tu king promiſed that every thing ſhe requeſted 
ſhould be performed; but, my lord, adds Zelica, I 
have one thing more to aſk, which is, that Cale Cairi 
may be made free, as ſoon as I am laid in my tomb ; 
and that you will make her royal preſents, worthy 
of the fidelity of a favourite ſlave. Schah Tabmaſpe 
anſwered, If I muft loſe you, I ſwear your favourite 
ſhall go where ſhe pleaſes, and have what treaſure ſhe 
demands. - | 


Tu king had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than the 
princeſs died in appearance, and he retired to his own 
| apartment, 
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apartment. I waſhed and perfumed her body, wrap- 
ped it up in white linen, and it was carried to the 
burial place, where I alone, by his majeſty's expreſs 
command, watched over it the firſt night. Finding 
the coaſt clear, and her lethargy over, I took her out 
of the coffin before day, then we haſtened to the place 
where Chapour waited for our coming. That truſty 
ſlave conveyed the princeſs to a little houſe he had 
hired, and I paſſed the remainder of the night at the 
ſepulchre, and in the interim made up a bundle like a 
corps, covered it with the ſame linen, and laid it in 
the coffin, 


Nx morning, the princeſs's other ſlave came to 
take my place, which I did not leave without ſhewing 
thoſe grimaces that generally attend on ſuch as are 
ſorely affected with grief. The king being informed 
of theſe tokens of my eſteem, ordered me ten thouſand 
ſequins, and gave me leave to depart with Chapour. 
After which, I went to my miſtreſs to congratulate 
her on the ſucceſs of our ftratagem. The ſucceeding 
day we ſent a meſſenger to the king's chamber with 
a billet, deſiring you to come to us, but were inform- 
ed, that you was indiſpoſed. Three days after we 
ſent again, when we heard you had left the ſeraglio. 
I am not to blame that you have been kept thus long 
aſunder ; and Zelica has heartily repented of her im- 
prudence, for not letting you into the ſecret. We 
ſearched for you every where, but deſtitute of all man- 
ner of hopes, we took the road towards the Indus, 
thinking you might have taken the ſame courſe ; we 
ſearched chro every city we mu for you, but to no 


5 
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purpoſe. As we were one day travelling with a cara- 
van of merchants, we were ſuddenly attacked by a 
large gang of robbers, who took from us all our gold 
and jewels, carried us to Candahar, and ſold us to a 
ſlave merchant, who reſolved to ſhew Zelica to the 
king. He charmed with the fight of her, aſked of 
what country ſhe was ? The princeſs replied, of Ormus, 
and gave the ſame evaſive anſwer to all his queſtions, 


However he bought us, and allotted for us one of the 
belt apartments in his palace. 


HERE I interrupted her, crying out, Oh heavens ! 
how can I hope to ſee Zelica again, who is ſhut up in 
a ſeraglio! If ſhe ſubmits to king Firouzchahb's paſſion, 
her life muſt be miſerable ! If ſhe ſhould be contented 
in her ſituation, can I be ſo with mine? I am glad, 
replies Calẽ-Cairi, that your ſentiments are fo delicate. 
The king loves her exceedingly, but ſhe not being 
able to forget you, refuſes to comply with his defires ; 
and never was one more rejoyced than ſhe, when 
Chapour told her he had met you. She ordered the 
eunuch immediately to hire a houſe ready furniſhed, 
and to fee you wanted nothing. I am now come to 
prepare for your meeting. To-morrow night we will 
come to this houſe ; this ſaid, ſhe and Chapour returned 
to Zelica. 


I couLD not ſleep a wink all that night, and 
waited with the utmoſt impatience all the next day. 
In the evening I heard a knocking at my gate, and 
ſoon after my princeſs entered the room. I threw my 
ſelf at her feet, and embraced her knees, __ 
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able to ſpeak a word. She obliged me to riſe and 
fit down by her on a ſofa. Haſan, ſaid ſhe, I thank 
heaven we are met again; let us hope it will remove 
the new obſtacle that prevents our being together. If 
we have not the pleaſure of being always together, we 
ſhall have that of hearing from each other every day. 
I then told her my adventures, more particularly of 
my entering among the Faguirs. Ah! Haſan, ſaid ſhe, 
have you lived ſo long in ſuch auſterity for my ſake ! 
for [ took care to let her know nothing of the life I 
led under that religious habit. We converſed together 
till it was near day-light, when the princeſs, Cale- 
Cairi, and Chapour withdrew. 


Tur next day I met the Faguir, who accompanied 
me to Candabar. After we had embraced, I ſaid, 
My friend, I was coming to tell you what has hap- 
pened to me, thinking my abſence might have cauſed 
you uneaſineſs. Yes, replied he, I have been in ſome 
pain for you. But how finely you are ſet off! While 
I have been fretting, I find you have paſſed your time 
very agreeably. Yes, friend, ſaid I; I own to 
thee that I am ten thauſand times happier than thou 
canſt imagine; and I will make thee partaker of my 
happineſs. Leave thy caravanſerail, and come and 
lodge with me. This ſaid, I led him to my houſe, 
and ſhewed him the rooms. He ſaid they were very 
fine, crying aut every moment, good God! what has 


Haſan done more than others. What, brother, ſaid I, 


are you troubled at my proſperity. No, replied he, I 
am always pleaſed to ſee my friends happy. I thought 
him ſincere, and thu: put myſelf in the power of one 

of 
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of the moſt perfidious villains upon earth. Come, 
ſaid I, we muſt be merry together to-day; and pro- 
vided for him an elegant entertainment. 


Wukx we grew warm, he prevailed upon me to 
diſcover to him the whole myſtery of this affair, ſaying, 
J love thee too well to do thee any injury. Deluded 
by his profeſſion of friendſhip, and over-powered with 
liquor, I hid nothing from him. As I was giving him 
an imperfect ſketch of the charms of Zelica, he in- 
terrupted me, ſaying, This lady muſt needs be a won- 
derful beauty, if the king of Candahar is ſo charmed 
with her. I anſwered, ſhe is more lovely than I can 
deſcribe. She will be here to-morrow, and thine own 
eyes ſhall judge of her beauty. At theſe words the 
Faquir embraced me with tranſport, and ſaid, if you 
perform your promiſe, you will do me the greateſt 
pleaſure in the world, 


Wuen the time drew near for our next meeting, 
T told my friend it was not proper he ſhould be ſeen 
in my apartment when the princeſs came ; but that I 
would do all in my power to get him permiſſion to be 
admitted one of the company. While we were talk- 
ing, Zelica knocked at the door. The Faguir hid 
himſelf in the cloſet. The princeſs gave me her hand, 
and I led her in; begging of her that the Faguir, who 
came with me to Candabar, and to whom I have given 
an apartment in my houſe, might make one of our 
company. Haſan, replied ſhe, what is it you aſk? 
Inſtead of expoſing me to the fight of men, you 
ſhould conceal me as much as poſſible. 3 
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plied I, he is my friend, and you ſhall have no cauſe 
to complain of your compliance with my requeſt. 
Tho' my heart miſgives me, ſaid ſhe, I can refuſe you 
nothing. Hereupon, I called him, and to pleaſe me, 
ſhe behaved very civilly. We three, with Cale-Cairi, 
ſat down together at table. My comrade was about 
30 years of age, had wit at will, and ſoon let the 
ladies know that he was a ſcandal to his profeſſion, 
After ſupper, the Faguir called briſkly for wine, and 
drank himſelf into a rare pickle. His brains and 
tongue were inflamed, he talked impudently, and had 


the inſolence to throw his arms round the princeſs's 
neck, and kiſs her. 


ZELICA enraged, puſh'd him from her, ſaying, 


Fold firrah, thou deſerveſt to be chaſtiſed by Ha/an's 


ſlaves. This ſaid, ſhe put on her veil and went away; 
I followed to appeaſe her, but in vain. You ſee now, 
ſays ſhe, it was not prudent to bring the Faguir 
among us. I will never more come to your houſe 
while he lodges in it ; and then left me. I returned 
with great concern, accuſed the Faguir of indiſcretion, 
adding, ſhe, perhaps, will never forgive me, for preſ- 
fing her to admit you into our ſociety. You don't 
know, ſays he, what creatures women are. Her pre- 
tended anger was only affectation. Had I been with 
her alone, I ſhould have found her much more yield. 
ing. I inſtantly ordered my flaves to conduct him to 
his own room, hoping he would own his error the 
next morning. He expreſſed his ſorrow with ſuch 
concern as moved my compaſſion; adding, to attone 
for my indiſcretion, I will inflantly remove far from 
this city, IAD 
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I nap ſcarcely done writing when Chapour came in. 
I gave him my letter, and he ſoon brought me an 
anſwer ; in which ſhe ſeemed willing to excuſe the 
Faquir, upon condition he quitted my houſe in twenty- 
four hours, and ſhe could be aſſured of his repentance. 
I ſhewed him the letter ; he told me before the eunuch, 
that he durſt not fee her after this rude aQion, and 
would leave Candahar on the morrow. Chapour re- 
turned, to give the princeſs an account of the Faguir's 
intention. I rejoy ced at this event, but ſaid, ſince we 
muſt part, let us put off our ſeparation as long as we 
can. I will order a ſupper. When we were juſt ſit⸗ 


ting down to the table, Chapour came in with a ragout 


in a golden plate, ſaying, I bring you this, which has 
been juſt ſerved up to the king's table, and was ſo 
delicious, that he ſent it immediately to Zelica, who 
ſends it to you. We eat it up; and the Faquir cried 
out, Ah, young man, how great is thy felicity ! 


We drank all night, and when day appeared, I 
gave him a purſe of ſequins, which Chapour had 
brought me from his miſtreſs. He thanked me, and 
departed. Tired with fitting up, I laid me down on a 
ſofa and fell aſleep; and was ſome hours after awaked 
at a great noiſe in the houſe. I roſe to know the 
reaſon of it, and to my great terror, beheld ſome of 


Firouzchah's guard. The officer who commanded 
them ſaid, Follow me, we have orders to conduct 
you to the palace. I aſked what crime I had com- 
mitted ? We know not, replied he, we are only or- 


dered to carry you before the king ; but will tell you 
for your comfort, if you are innocent, you are ſafe, 
He 
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He is a very juſt prince, and will not pronoumce the 
fatal ſentence without convincing proof. When we 
came to the palace, I ſaw four gibbets erected. With- 
out doubt, ſaid I to myſelf, Firouzchah has diſcovered 
my intrigues with Zelica. 


He xe" no perſon, except the prince, his grand viſier, 
myſelf, and the Faguir, were permitted to ſtay. As 
ſoon as I ſaw my traiterous friend, I doubted not of 
the cauſe of my ſummons. Is it thou, ſays the king 
to me, who has private meetings with my favourite ? 
Speak, and anſwer exactly to the queſtions I ſhall 
propoſe. Were you not told before you came to Can- 
dahar, that I puniſh criminals ſeverely. I anſwered 
yes. Why then, replied he, haft thou dared to com- 
mit the greateſt of all crimes. Sir, ſaid I, May your 
majeſty live for ever. But you know love is the ſtrong- 
eſt of all our paſſions, and makes us fear nothing. 
I am ready to be the victim of your juſt wrath ; nor 
will I complain of any torments you ſhall put me to, 
if you will forgive your favourite ſlave. I came to 
diſturb your peace, and it is I only that deſerve pu- 
niſhment. 


WuiLle I was talking thus, Zelica, followed by 
Chapour, and Cale-Cairi, were brought in by an offi- 
cer. The princeſs hearing my laſt words, ran and 
threw herfelf at the king's feet, crying, Pardon him 
my lord, your wrath ſhould fall on the guilty ſlave 
who has betrayed you. Ah traitor ! ſays the king to 
me, expect no favour, You ſhall die. Then turning 
to Zelica, added, Ah ingrate! Dare you beg mercy 
for 
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for this wretch, and ſhew your amorous rage before 
me? Viſier, ſaid he, Let them both be faſtened to the 
gibbet, and become the food of the fowls of the air. 


Hop, my lord, cried I, be careful how you treat 
a king's daughter. Let your furious jealouſy have 
ſome regard for that auguſt blood, which flows in her 
veins. Firouzchah ſeemed ſhocked at theſe words, 
and fternly demanded, To what prince ſhe owed her 
 birthright ? When ſhe cried out, Oh indiſcreet Haſan /! 
I was in hopes of dying in comfort, and that no foul 
ſhould know my rank. You cover me with ſhame by 
revealing this ſecret. Then addreſſing herſelf to his 
majeſty, ſaid, The flave whom thou condemneſt to 
this infamous death, is the only daughter of Schah 
Tahmaſpe. She then told him her whole ſtory, which 
when finiſhed, ſhe defired to be put to death imme- 
diately. Madam, ſays the king, I am too juſt not 
to forgive your infidelity. I complain of it no longer, 
but reſtore you to liberty. Live for your lover, and 
may the happy Haſan live for you. I alſo ſet at li- 
berty Chapour and your confidante. Then turning to 
the Faguir continued, But thou baſe and envious ſoul, 
ſhall ſuffer for thy villainy ! Then ordered the viſier to 
deliver him to the executioner. 


Is the mean time Zelica and I fell at the king's 
feet. After which, we repaired to the houſe that had 
been hired for me, with Chapour and Cale-Cairi. But 
that dwelling being already demoliſhed by the king's 
orders, the furniture taken off, and the materials re- 
moved, we conſulted what to do in this emergency. 
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After mature deliberation we reſolved to take lodging: 
in a caravanſerail. As we were going, an officer of 
the king's houſhold came, and told us, that the grand 
viſier had a houſe, without the city gates, and he was 
ordered by his maſter to conduct us thither, 


Tus grand viſier came to viſit us two days after, 
and brought us a preſent from the king of ſeveral packs 
of filk and linen, and twenty purſes, in each of which 
were 1000 ſequins of gold. However, looking upon 
ourſelves under a kind of reſtraint in a hired houſe, 
and enabled by his majeſty's bounty to remove elſe. 
where, we joined a caravan, which was bound for 
Bagdad, and in a few days arrived there in ſafety. 
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Hasan's Return to Bagdad, the Reception 
he there met with, and other ſurprizing 
Incidents, which - befel bim, Z ELI A, 
CALE-CAIRI, and CHAPOUR. 


HE night we arrived in Bagdad, I took lodg- 

ings in my own houſe, and when we had re- 
covered ourſelves from the fatigue of our journey, I 
ſearched out my acquaintance and friends. They were 
all ſurprized to ſee me. Are you alive, ſaid they? 
Your partners aſſured us you was dead. When I was 


informed that my jewellers were at Bagdad, I went to 


the grand viſier, and told him how I had been uſed. 
He ordered them both to be taken 1nto cuſtody, and. 
commanded me to examine them, in his preſence. 
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Did not T awake, faid I, before you threw me over- 
board ? They replied, 1 fell into the fea in a dream. 
But firs, ſays the viſier, How came you not to know 
your partner at O-mus? They anſwered, We never 

Jaw him there. What ſay you, replies the vifier, I 
have a certificate from the Cady of Ormus to prove the 
eontrary. At the fight of this, they trembled, and 
turned pale. Obſerving them change colour, he ſaid, 
Come, come, confeſs your guik, that I may not be 
obliged to extart it from you by torture. 


* 


Tux confeſſed all, and were ſent to priſon, till the 
exhf- ſhould order what death they ſhould die; but 
they found means to corrupt the keeper, and made 
their eſcape. In the mean tune all their goods were 
ſeized, and the calif took poſſeſſion of them, except a 
few which were given to me, for the damages which 
I had ſuſtained. After this I thought of nothing but 
living a happy life, m retirement with my princeſs. 
We paſſed our days ia comfort, and all my prayers to 
Heaven were, that I might live in that manner all my 
life. Vain hopes! Can mankind be long here in a 
Gate of happineſs ? One evening I returned from 
a friendly entertainment; 1 knocked at my door for 2 
conſiderable time, and nobody came to let mein. I 
waited a while, then knocked again; but not a ſlave 
was ftirring, The neighbours hearing the noiſe, came 
out as much ſurprized as myſelf, and aſſiſted me in 
breaking open the door. We went in, and found all 
my flaves with their throats cut in the entrance hall. 
We made forward to Zelica's apartment, where we 
found Chefour and Cali Cairi breathleſs and weltering 

un 
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in their blood. Oh ſhocking ſpeftacle ! We ſearched 
all the houſe over for the princeſs, but could not find 
her. Unable to ſupport myſelf under theſe afflictions, 


I fainted. Happy me, if the angel of death had took 
me that inſtant. 


Wu I recover'd my ſenſes by the help of my 
neighbours, I aſked if they heard any noiſe. They all 
anſwer'd, No; and were all aſtoniſhed at the fight. I 
ran to the Cady, who ſent back with me the Nayb and 
his 4/a's ; but their ſearch was alſo fruitleſs. I and 
many more were of opinion that my partners were the 
cruel authors of this barbarous action. Soon after 1 
fell into a fit of deſpair, fold my houſe, and retired 
to Mouſe, where I had a relation who was well ac- 
quainted with the king's grand viſier. He received me 
kindly, and in a little time introduced me to that mi- 
niſter, who, ſeeing my genius for buſineſs, helped me 
to an office, which I had the good fortune to diſcharge 
to his liking. I, by degrees, gained his confidence, 
and inſenſibly came to have a ſhare in the government, 
which eaſed him in the adminiſtration of affairs. 


Sou years after that miniſter died, and the king 
prejudiced in my favour, put me in his place, which 
I ſupplied for two years to the ſatisfaction of both 
prince and people : infomuch as that monarch gave 
me the name of Atalmule. Not long after, ſome great 
lords of the court enter'd into a conſpiracy to ſeek my 
ruin. The better to accompliſh their deſign, they ren- 
der d me ſuſpected to the prince of Moasſſel, who de- 
manded of his father to depoſe me. I leſt Mone, 
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and came to Damaſcus, where I ſoon had the honour 
to be recommended to your majeſty. The loſs of the 
princeſs Zelica makes me inſenſible of mirth, and is 
the cauſe of that profound ſorrow and melancholy with 
which I am always overwhelmed, 
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The Continuation of the Hiſtory of King 
BEDREDDIN Loro. 


\ \ T HEN the viſier had finiſhed his ſtory, the king 
ſaid, I am not ſurprized at your forrow ; you 
have juſt grounds for it : but you are in an error to 
think, that among all mankind, there is not one per- 
fectly contented. I am ſatisfied that prince Seyf#! Mu- 
huk my favourite, looks upon himſelf to be entirely 
happy. I cannot affirm, my lord, replied I, that he 
really is ſo. Well, ſays the king, I will convince you 
preſently. He then order'd the captain of the guards to 
bring the prince thither. When he came, the king 
eſked whether he was contented with his condition? 
My lord, replies the favourite, tho' a ftranger, I am 
reſpected in the city of Damaſcus ; the nobles court 
me ; and you love me; how then can I fail of being 
hippy. But Atalmule maintains, that no man is truly 
happy. I tell him that you are fo, ſays the prince. 
I am miſtaken, if any inward pain robs you of the 
pleaſure which the favours I have beſtowed upon you 
create. Speak the truth. Sezyfe/ Mulruck replied, Since 
your majeſty commands me, I muſt confeſs, that not- 
withſtanding all the pleaſure and grandeur with which 
"I am 
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am ſurrounded, I have a thorn in my breaft, which 
gives me continual uneaſineſs; and what adds to my 
affliction is, it can never be removed. 


Tus king, a little ſurptired at his anfwer, and not 
doubting there was fome lady in the caſe, order'd him 
to tell his ſtory. 


HEUER 


The Hiſtory of Prince SEVFEL Morovex. 


AM the ſon of 4/em-Ben, late ſultan of Eg t, „ 

brother to the preſent reigning prince. In the 16th 
year of my age, I found the door of my father's trea- 
fury open, went in, aud locked at every thin; „ aich 
appeared to me a ratity. I was particularly ceij ted 
with a little cedar cheſt ſet with topazes, emerald:, 
pearls, and diamonds. In it was a golden key, with 
which I opened the lock, and found a ring of wonder- 
ful workmanſhip, and a little gold box, in which was 
the picture of a woman. 


Tu features were ſo regular, the eye ſo ſparkling, 
and the air ſo admirable, that I fell in love with it, 
and really thought it was the portrait of ſome living 
princeſs. I cloſed the box, and put it with the ring 
into my pocket. My confident was the ſon of a great 
lord at Cairo. He was ſomewhat older than me; and 
T told him my adventure. He inſiſted to ſee the 
picture; and taking it into his hand, after he had ad- 
mired it for a few minutes, aſked me for the box, which 
he — inſpected, and found on the inſide” the 
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following words in Arabic characters, Bedi al FemaZ, 
daughter of king Cbabbal. 


TaaxsroR TD with diſcovering the object of my 
love, I deſired my confident, whoſe name was Saed, to 
go to all the cunning men in Cairo to find out king 
Chabbat; but no body could tell. I then determined 
to travel the world over, and never ſee Egypt again till 
I had ſeen Bedi al Jemal. The ſultan my father agreed 
that I ſhould go to the court of the Calaf of Bagdad. 
I went incog. taking with me only Saed, and a few 
truſty ſlaves. When we arrived at Bagdad, I viewed 
the curioſities, and enquized again where I might find 
the dominions of king Chabba/. There alſo I was 
diſappointed ; but told, at the ſame time, if it was a 
matter of importance, I need only go to Baſra, where 
I ſhould find a man 170 years old, called Padmanaba, 
who would ſatisfy my curiofity. 


I $00N quitted Bagdad, went to Baſra, and found 
the old ſage, who was ſtill lively and vigorous. My 
ſon, ſaid he, what ſervice can I do you ? Father, an- 
ſwer'd I, I want to know where king Chabbe/ reigns. 
I have heard travellers ſpeak of him, ſays the old 
man, and I think, but cannot be poſitive, that he go- 
verns an Ifland near that of Serendib. 


I RETURNED him my thanks, and reſolved to 
to Sarendib. I embarked with Saed and my 

flaves on board a merchant ſhip bound for Surat. From 
Surat we went to Goa, where we heard of a veſſel bound 
to the iſle of Serendib, We again embarked, and the 
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wind being fair, we made a great deal of way the 
firſt day. The ſecond, a ſtorm aroſe, which laſted ſa- 
veral days, and drove us at laſt to an iſland near the 
Maldives, where we caſt anchor. - We were preparing 
to go on ſhore, When an eld ſeamam told us, the iſle 
was inhabited by negroes who worſhipped a ſerpent, to 
whom they ſacrificed all ſtrangers that fell into their 
hands; and that we muſt, if poſſible, gain the Mal 
dives, The Captain, depending on his judgment, re- 
ſolved. to weigh anchor the next marning ; which was 
well concerted, had we not been diſcovered. But alas! 
in the middle of the night we were attacked by a vaſt 
number of negroes, who boarded us, put us all m 
ons, and carried us to their habitation z which was 
a horde of negroes, conſiſting of numerous little cab- 
bins made of wood and earth: In the middle of them 
fined on an eminence, a pavillion of the fame ma- 
terials, where we ſaw the king ſeated on a throne of 
cockle ſhells. He was black, and of a gigantic form, 
looking like a devil more than a man. By him ſat his 
daughter, not unlike the fire in ſize or uglineſs. 


Wann the chief of the negroes had given the king 
an account how: and where he took us, he charged his 
viſier to eonduct us to a tent by ourſelves, and order'd 
one of us to be ſacrificed eyery day. He ſent us ſtore 
of rice and proviſions to fatten us for the voracious 
deity. Two negroes fetched one of our company 
every morning to be devoured; till not one remained 
exdepting Seed" and me. While, I was blaming my 
negroes: came, and, addreſſing themſelves to me, ſaid, 
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Follow us. I trembled, and faid to Sard Adieu 
for ever, 


Tur led me to a vaſt tent, where I expected to 
be ſacrificed ; when a black woman came to me, fay- 
ing, Be of good courage young man, you will meet 
with a better fate than your companions : no more. 
The princeſs Haſnara, whoſe favourite ſlave .I am, 
waits to tell you the reſt. This ſaid, the two negroes 
withdrew ; and Huſnara's favourite taking my hand, 
led me to a little room, where her miſtreſs ſat alone on a 
ſofa, cover'd with the fkins of wild beaſts. She was of an 
olive complexion, her eyes ſmall and lively; her mouth 
wide; her noſe flat; her lips thick; her hair frialed, 
ſhort, and blacker than ebony. On her head ſhe wore 
e plain bonnet of yellow ſtuff, with a ſcarlet facing or 
border, on which was a plume of feathers. Round 
her neck was a collar of the grains of Talagaya, yellow 
and blue. Her robe was long, made of tyger ſkins, 
which reached down to her toes. Come hither, faid 
ſhe, young man, fit by me; I will comfort thee for 
falling into the hands of my father. I took a liking 
to thee at firſt fight : I will fave thy life. Thou ſhalt 
be my lover, and I will prefer thee to the greateft lords 
of the court. Tho' I abhorred to make her ſuch an 
anſwer as ſhe required, I was afraid of expoſing my- 
ſelf to her rage. When ſhe faw me in this confuſion, 
ſhe added, I am rather charmed than offended at your 
filence and diforder. It is a kind omen of thy love, 
and a fign of the tranſports of thy joy. She then 
gave me one of her hands to kiſs, as à prelude to 
greater pleafure, which ſhe kept in ſtore for me. In 
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the mean time, two black ſlaves came and ſpread ein 
upon the floor, others brought plates of rice, and con- 
ſerves of honey. The princeſs bid me ( conn ond 
eat with her. I eat very little; which fic 6 r 2, 
ſaid, You have no ſtomach ! You think eve; rw - 
an hour; but I cannot raiſe you to the ſummit + ; 
pineſs till night. I am going to the king. to 
him to ſave your's, and your companion's life, be 
my favourite Mihrafya has a love for him. 


Now ſhe roſe, and called for a veil ; then bid 
return to my friend, adding, I will ſend for you 
ſupper, and we will be merry. A negroe was cal 
to carry me back to the tent, where I was recived 
Saed with joy inexpreſſible. Is it poſtible, my us 2 
prince, ſaid he, that you are reftored to me Arc 164 
come to dry up thoſe rivers of tears which I hve £4 
for you? When his extacy was over, I told hin vu 
had paſſed between the princeſs of the negrous h me ; 
he owned that there could be but little ſacisfac.ion ia 
the poſſeſſion of ſuch a lover; but then, ſays tc, lite 
is a fine thing. It is a melancholy thought 4c 30:r 
age to be made a ſacrifice to a ſerpent. Conhd-r nts, 
my prince, and put a force upon inclination. An! 
Saed, replied I, and will you follow the advice 39% 
give me. I muſt tell you our preſent condition is lite. 
The princeſs's favourite ſlave has taken a liking to 
you, and has ſaved your life ; will you give her what 
ſhe expects for this favour ? Let the ſerpent Cevour- 
me before I anſwer-her careſſes. So Saed, faid I, row 
forget that life is a fine thing ? Confe's nuw, what a 
hard thivg it is for the mcſt impetucus youth to gie. 
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love to a woman whom he naturally hates and deteſts. 
We agreed in our ſentiments, and reſolved to affront 
our miſtreſſes that they might have us put to death, 
This was the ſcheme we concerted, and really imagin- 
ed that we ſhould not with impunity exaſperate two 
of the uglieſt and crueleſt of the human ſpecies. 


N16nr approaching, a negroe officer came to us, 

ſaying, Happy flaves, come along with me, and enjoy 
the greateſt happineſs. 'Two lovers wait for you with 
impatience. We followed with grief and deſpair in 
our viſages. He introduced us to the princeſs Huyfrara, 
who was lying at length on the ground at her table 
upon ſkins, with her favourite flave. Draw near, ſays 
the princeſs to me, and let thy friend place himſelf by 
M:Brafya. The flaves ſerved us with various diſhes, 
of which we were forced to eat. We drank plenti- 
fully alſo of a liquor made of corn ia the ear. 


My lady began to be very free with me, and the 
Kke freedom was ſhewn by the ſlave to Saad. We ſaid 
a thouſand offenſive things to them, which ſoon pro- 
duced the defired effect. They looked furiouſly upon 
us; and the princeſs cried, Ah ungrateful wretches } 
Is this your acknowledgment for my favours ! What 
can you ſee in me to beget your averſion ? Then turn- 
ing to her ſlave, ſaid, Tell me without flattery, am F 


ugly or ill-ſhaped. Mihrofia replied, There is not & 


lady upon earth to be compared to you for ſhape or 
beauty. The young man muſt have loſt his ſenſes thus 
to neglect your charms. But why ſhould I wonder, 
when the other ſtranger likes me no better. You, re- 
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plies the princeſs, are, I think, very, amiable ; but they 
are unworthy of life. Call ſome of the officers, and 
let them deliver theſe two firangers to the Pagod we 
adore. In the inſtant they were about to bind us, the 
princeſs cried out, a ſudden death is too great a favour 
for theſe wretches. They ſhall both live in miſery. 
Carry them to the Nub, and make them grind night 
and day. We were accordingly conducted to a place 
on the back of the iſle, where there were hand-mills, 
and ſet to work ; nor would they let us reſt a moment... 


Tu x negroes having one day left us a large quany 
tity of corn, went away, ordering us to grind it again 
their return. Saed ſaid, Now our enemies are gone, 
let us haſte to the Sea-ſide, perhaps we may find out 
ſome method to make our eſcape from this fatal iſle, 
I was of the ſame mind ; we ran to the ſea, which was 
not far off, and found a boat faſtened to a pole. We 
immediately got in, untied it, and committed ourſclvey 
to the mercy of the waves. We had ſcarce handled 
the oars, before the negroe fiſherman, to whom the 
boat belonged, made a hideous noiſe after us; but we 


were ſoon out of his reach, and mn RE 
Folie wb ke: 


Arz having failed all night at random, 21 
without ſuſtenance, we, in the morning, ſaw a littis 
iſland not far diltant. We made thither, ſaſtened our” 
boat to a ſtake, and went up into the iſle, where we 
found ſeveral trees loaded with fair fruit. When we 
had refreſhed ourſelves, we proceeded: further, and I, 
never ſaw a more agreeable place. It was full of aloe» 
| — 
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trees, and other fine wood, of ſprings, and all forts 
of fruit and flowers. But what ſurprized me moſt 
was, that it appeared to be deſerted. I ſaid to Sacd, 
How comes it to paſs this pleaſant iſle is uninhabited ? 
My dear prince, replied he, fince we can find nobody, 
it is a fign that nobody can reſide here; but he little 
chought that he was 1 ſo much truth. | 


W ſpent the 45 in thankſgiving and walking 
about. At night we lay down upon the graſs, and 
ſlept ſweetly ; but when I awoke, how great was my 
amazement to find myſelf alone. I ſought every where 
for Saed, waited all that evening, and the following 
night, in the place where we ſtept, but in vain. Ah 
my dear Saed, cried I, by what inchantment am I de- 
prived of thee ? I had better have died with thee than 
| hive here alone. At length, not being able to ſuſtain 
the loſs, I grew deſperate, and reſolved to deſtroy my- 
ſelf. I will, ſaid I, firſt go over the iſland, and find 
him out, or die. I then went to a wood at ſome 
_ diſtance, in the middle of which ſtood a caffle, en- 
compaſſed with deep ditches full of water, but the 
draw-bridge down. I paſſed over, and enter'd into a 
large court paved with white marble, and advanced to 
the gate of a fine edifice built of aloe wood, exqui- 
fitely wrought. On the gate was a brazen lock in the 
ſhape of a lion, with a brazen key affixed to it, hang- 
i'g by a chain. I put it into the key-hole, when to 
my great ſurprize, on turning of it round, the lock 
broke into a thoufand pieces, and the gate opened 
of itſelf. Within I found a ftair-caſe of black marble ; 
— — and came into a large hall hung 


round 
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round with filk and gold tapeſtry, the ſofa's of brocade. 
From hence I went into a chamber richly furniſhed, 
where I ſaw a young * whoſe Sa n 
my attention. CIS SOIT 4 Oo. > 9s 7 


Sag lay on a large ſofa, with her head reclined on a 
cuſhion. | She was magnificently dreſſed; and near her 
ſtood a table of black jaſper. Her eyes were ſhut; and 
not knowing whether ſhe was alive, I went very ſoftly to 
her, and found ſhe breathed. I fixed my eyes upon her, 
and wiſhed within my heart ſhe would awake. She 
ſlept ſound, ſo I quitted the caftle, reſolving to return 
in a ſhort time. After I had tired myſelf with walking 
among numerous wild beaſts. which ſeemed afraid of 
me, I came back to the' caſtle, reſolving to ſpeak to 
this lady, whoſe beauty had given me ſo much uneaſi- 
neſs. I found her in the ſame poſture and ſtill aſleep; 
I coughed, ſhook her, and made a noiſe. in the cham- 
ber, but ſhe did not ſtir. There muſt be ſome enchant- 
ment, ſaid I. Some Taliſman keeps this lady afleep, 
as I cannot wake her. Unable to effect it, in a fit of 
deſpair I reſolved to carry off the marble table, upon 
which, when I drew near, I obſerved certain magical 
characters which I judged the cauſe of the lady's le- 
thargy. I ſcarce touched it, before ſhe ſighed vehe- 
mently, and awoke. 


nn Hs os Is 
You are no man, you are certrinly the prophet Elias / 
Madam, replied I, no one oppoſed my entrance, the 
only difficulty I met with was to awake you. I am 
indeed ſomething more than a common man. My 
father 
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father was a king 3 but yet I: am a man. I have more 
reaſon ta believe that you are of a ſuperior ſpecies. 
No, replies ſhe, I am alſo one of the daughters of 
Adam : Tell me why you left your father, and by 
what means you came into this iſland ? I related to 
her all my adventures, and particularly told her of my 
falling in love with king Chadba/'s daughter, named 
Bedi. al Fomal, by looking; on her picture, which, 
with my ring, I had ſ@ well ſecured, that the negroes 
miſſed of them. She viewed the picture, and told me 
that king Chabba/ ruled in an iſle near Serendib, adding, 
I ceaſe to wonder at your paſſion : but princeſſes are 
often flattered? by painters. - Pray, fir, continued the, 
make an end of yoar ſtory. I did fo, and then in» 
weated her to tell me ber's, to which ſne conſented. 


de Hiſtory of Matixa. 
I u, ſays ſhe, the only daughter of the king of 
often retires. One day I took a fancy to bathe myſelf 
in a marble » Which was in the garden. I went 


in with my favourite flave. On a ſudden there aroſe a 
ſtorm, and a cloud of duſt gathered over our heads, 


cut of which deſcended a monfirous bird, that took | 
me up in his talons, and brought me hither ; where 


reſuming his own ſhape, he appeared a young genie, 
Princeſs, ſaid he, I am one of the greateſt genies in 
the univerſe, and this day paſſing over the city of 
Serendib, I ſpied you. bathing in a garden; charmed. 


22 nnn 
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10, who has a palace near that city, where he | 
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you ſhall want nothing that heart can wiſh, if you will 
comply with my deſires. 


Ar this his diſcourſe, I wept bitterly, and eriad 
out, Ah, unhappy Malila / Was this to be thy deſtiny ? 
Unhappy prince ! My dear father ! Is this the reward 
of thy care, in bringing me up, to loſe me in ſo bars 
barous a manner? Thy grief will certainly occafion 
thy death. No, no, replies the genie; your father 
can bear misfortunes much better than a fooliſh virgin. 
Crown my wiſhes, and be happy. Flatter not your- 
ſelf, rejoined I, with ſuch vain hopes, I ſhall always 
have an averſion for my raviſher. He ſmiled at what 
I ſaid, and imagining that with good uſage I ſhould by 
degrees be molified, he ſpared no coſt or trouble to 
pleaſe me. He bought me ſumptuous clothing, fur- 
wines ; but finding he every hour became to me more 
odious, in a fit of deſpair, by the power of magie, he 
threw me into that profound fleep of which you are an 
eye-wimeſs, and where I ſhould have remained for 
ever, had not yow-came to my deliverance. He made 
two more T7 al/iſmans to render the caſtle inviſible, and 
to prevent the gate being opened. He often comes 
to wake me, and aſks if I am ſenfible of his paſſion ; 
but finding. I treat him with diſdain, lays me aſleep 
again, And now, my lord, have I not reaſon to doubt 
of your mortality? Nay, I am aſtoniſhed that any ſon 
of Adam ſhould live and erofs this iſland, which no- 
thing but beaſts of prey inhabit. 


Waits the princeſs and I were talking, we heard 
a noiſe, 
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a noiſe, and were ſuddenly frighted with hideous out- 
cries. Oh heavens ! ſaid ſhe, We are undone for ever. 
It is the genie. He entered the room in a rage, with 
an iron bar in his hand, and in the form of a giant; 
but inſtead of doing - me any harm, fell down at my 
feet, ſaying, Son of the king, demand what you pleaſe, 
F obey. I was ſurprized; but he ſoon made me ſen- 
fible that I had nothing to fear. The ring on your 
finger, added he, is the ſeal of Solomon, whoever is in 
poſſeſſion of it cannot periſh by any accident. Waves 
and ſtorms cannot hurt him; wild beaſts cannot devour 
him. He is ſovereign over the genies, and all magic 
power gives way at his appearance. 


' WaarT! replied I, and was it by virtue of this 
ring that I eſcaped ſhipwreck ? Yes, my lord, replied 
he, and that you eſcaped being devoured by wild beaſts 
likewiſe. You ſaw many, but they ran from you. 
Do you know what became of your. companion who» 
flept by your fide? He was eaten by the wild beaſts, 
and had it not been for that ring, you had ſhared the- 
fame fate. Tho' tears trickled down my cheeks on 
hearing the ſad end of Saed, my miſtreſs's image was 
ſo deeply imprinted on my mind, that I demanded of: 
the genie to tell where king Chabbal reigned, and.ift 
the princeſs Bedi al Fema/ was alive? He ſaid, that 
Bedi al Jima was in ſome ſenſe the daughter of- that 
prince; but that ſhe was one of king So/omon's con- 
cubines. It mortified me much to hear that I had 
fixed my love upon a princeſs, who had been dead 
many centuries. All my comfort is, continued I, turn- 
ing to the princeſs, that I can do you ſervice. I com- 


mand 
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mand you therefore this moment to tranſport this lady 
and me to Serendib, and ſet us down at the gates of 
that city. Thou deſerveſt further chaſtiſement for the 
rape of Malika ; but do this and I forgive thee. 


Tux genie made no anſwer, but took me and the 
princeſs up in his arms, and inftantly carried us to 
Serendib. He there aſked if I had any farther com- 
mands. I anſwered no, and he vaniſhed. We put in 
at the firſt caravanſerail, where we conſulted, whether 
I fhoutd myfelf go to the king, or we ſhould write 
him advice of the princeſs's arrival. We thought the 
firſt method was the beſt. Accordingly I repaired to 
the palace, which was built on fourteen marble pillars, 
to which I aſcended by 300 ſteps of fine ſtone, EZ 
entered the firſt ha, and with ſome difficuſty gained 
an audience of the king, who aſked me, What brought 
me hither, and of what country 1 was? 1 repheck, 
My lord, Egypt gave me birth, but I have been three 
years abſent from my parents, and have undergone 
various misfortunes. His majeſty being of a compaſ- 
Fonnte/nature, burſt into tears, ſaying, I am not much 
happier; for I have loſt my only daughter, ind in 
fuch a manner as adds to my ſorrow. My lord, re- 
plied 1; I come to bring you tidings of her, and tho? 
you think ſhe is dead, you fhall this very day fee her 
alive and in health. Ha! where a you meet with 
her, * the . : 
#::. ToLb ee r __ which when I had 
ended, he embraced me, and ſaid, for I had made my 
_ kw him ; What amoncs con] mane you ? 
Go 
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Go with me to the caravanſerail ; I die with impati- 
ence till I fold in my arms my lovely Zelica! He in- 
ftantly ordered the viſier to get ready his litter, made 
me get into it, and we went to the caravanſerail, 
Their joy was mutual. The firſt tranſports over, the 
king defired Malita to give him an account of her 
adventure ; ſhe let him know that ſhe had preſerved 
her honour from the raviſher, and had not carried her 
gratitude ſo far as to ſully her virtue. We all return- 


ed to the palace, where a grand apartment was allot- 


ted me, and public prayers were ordered for the re- 
turn of the princeſs. When the thankſgiving day was 
over, all the nobles of the iſland were famptuouſly 
feaſted at court. 


ArTza this his majeſty ſhewed me the moſt pra- 
found. reſpect, and always made me a party in his 
= One day he aſked me to be his ſon-in-law, 

and the heir of hi crown. My lord, faid I, did L 
not tell you the reaſon, why I left Cairo # Would you 
diſpoſe of Makita to ane who has no heart to give. 
She deſerves a better fate, How then, ſays he, ſhall 
Ne 
recompence enough. All that I deſire more of yous 
majeſty, is a ſhip to convey me to Baſra. The ſhip- 
was inſtantly fitted out and furniſhed with all. manner 
of ſtores for my uſe. I took leave of the king and 
the princeſs ; embarked, and after: ſome time arrived 
at the deſired port; from whence I proceeded to Cairo, 
2 
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My father was dead, and my brother on the throne, 
who at firſt received me with affection, telling me at 
the picture and the ring, ſuſpected him of taking them 
away. TI confeſſed the truth, and returned to him the. 
latter. Notwithſtanding theſe external profeſſions of 
filial love, he cauſed me to be confined on the day of 
my arrival ; and the very ſame night ſent an officer 
to kill me, who had more mercy than his maſter ; told 
me his errand, and ſaid, My prince, the priſon doors 
are open. Fly this moment, take advantage of the 
night, and ſtop not till you find a place of ſafety. L 
made all poſſible ſpeed out of my brother's dominions, 
and was fo happy, my lord, as to arrive in your's, 
where I met with the wiſhed Alum. 


Loro, and bis SoRROWFUL VISIIX. 


HEN the prince had finiſhed his ſtory, he, 
addrefling himſelf to the king of Damaſexs, 
ſaid, I now leave it to your majeſty to judge if I am 
perfectly happy; while my head is fuller than ever of 
Redi al Jamal. Bedreddin the king, having no notion 
of being ſo paſſionately in love with a picture, aſked 
his favourite to let him fee this prodigy. The mo- 
narch admired it, owned ſhe was a charming princeſs, 
and ſaid, I wonder not at Se/omen's paſſion for her; 


but your love is merely chimerical. Sir, ſays the 
viſier, your majeſty may ſee by this prince's ſtory, that 
| 1 
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all men have their troubles. I am not of your opinion, 
replied the king, I am fully ſatisfied there are ſome 
who know no care, and whoſe peace is not diſturbed. 
Go, ſays he, to Sy Mulouck, look among the 
tradeſmen and artificers, and bring me him who ſeems 
to be moſt lively and mirthful. 


| Tax prince obeyed, and after a few hours return- 
ed. Well, ſays the monarch, have you done as I 
ordered. Yes, replied the favourite, I ſaw a number 
of artificers finging at their work, who all ſeemed con- 
tented with their ſtation in life; but among the reſt 
a young weaver, named Maleck, who was laughing 
among his neighbours. Friend, ſaid I, you ſeem very 
gay. It is my humour, replied he, I hate melancholy. 

I bid him follow me, * tord; and he is waiting in 
the antichamber. Bring him in, ſays the king. He 
was a handſom fellow, and when entered, fell at his 


majeſty's feet. Riſe, ſays" the monarch, and tell me. 


if you. are as really contented with your condition as 
you appear to be. It is a matter I greatly long to 
know, and require you to inform me without reſerve. 
Great king, replied Malcch, The world is deceived in 
me; for notwithſtanding my ſongs and laughter, I am- 
of all men the moſt miſerable. You provoke: my cu- 


zoſity, ſays the king, I command you to give me your 


B 
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The Adventures of MALECGEk, with the 
Princeſs SCHIRINE. 


Y father was a wealthy merchant of Surat, who 

left me a plentiful fortune, the greateſt part of 
which I ſoon made away with, and when the remain- 
der was near waſted, a ſtranger one day came to dine 
with me, who ſaid he was going to the iſle of Serendib ; 
which occaſioned the company to talk of the pleaſure 
and uſefulneſs of travelling. Some gave an account 
of their voyages, and the curious things they had ſeen, 
which cauſed in me a defire to viſit foreign nations. 
If, ſaid I, it were poſſible to travel over the world with- 
out danger, I would not ſtay one day in Surat; this 
ſpeech of mine made all my gueſts laugh; at which 
the ſtranger ſaid, My lord Maleck, if the fear of meet- 
ing with robbers only keeps you at home, I will tell 
you how to travel ſafely from one country to another. 
I thought he bantered me ; but after dinner he called 
me aſide, and told me he would come the next day 
and ſhew me ſomething very fingular ; but it is work 
that will take up three or four days to complete. Send 
for a joiner, and let him bring with him ſome planks 
immediately. | 


Tax joiner ſoon came, and the ſtranger order'd him 
to make a cheſt fix feet long and four broad, while 
himſelf prepared ſcrews, ſprings, &c. and the third 
day they perfected the work. He cover'd the cheſt 
with Per/ian tapeſtry, and had it carried into the coun- 


try. 
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try. I accompanied him. We muſt ſtay here by ons- 
ſelves, ſaid he. Send away your ſlaves. I did fo. He 
then got into the cheſt, which roſe up into the air, 


with incredible ſwiftneſs. In one moment he was out 


of fight, and the next he lay at my feet. Here, ſays 
the ſtranger, is an eaſy way of traveling. I give it 
vou; and if you deſire to viſit foreign countries, you 
may with great eaſe and ſafety. Do not think, con- 
tinued he, there is any conjuration in it. I am maſter 
of mechanics, and can make machines much more 
ſurprizing. 


T c ave him a purſe of ſequins for it; then ſaid, 
Teach me, fir, how to put this cheſt in motion. He 
went into it with me, touched one of the ſprings, and 
we flew up in an inſtant. He then taught me how to 
guide it, ſaying, turn this ſcrew you go to the right, 
that carries you to the left. Touch this ſpring you 
mount, touch that you deſcend. I made the trial, and 
went faſter, ſlower, higher and lower, as I pleaſed. 
After we had taken ſeveral caracols in the air, we 
turned towards my houſe, and alighted in the garden. 
I then cauſed the cheſt to be locked up in my apart- 
ment, and the ſtranger left me. 


Now I continued ſpending till all was gone; then 
borrowed, and run myſelf over head and ears in debt, 
loſt my credit, and my creditors preſſed me for their 
Money. Finding I could ſtay no longer in Surat, I 
drew my cheſt into the garden, put into it my pro- 
viſions, with a little money, got into it, turned one of 
the krews, and was out of ſight in a moment. I pro- 
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ceeded in my airy voyage all that day, and the night 
following. The next morning I found myſelf over a 
wood, and ſaw a large city near it. I longed to know 


where I was, and at length ſpied a peaſant digging. 


I deſcended into the wood, where I concealed my ma- 
chine, and went to the labourer, I aſked him the 
name of that city. He told me it was Gaxna, and the 


who lives, ſays I, in the palace at the end of the mea. 
dow. Schirine, the king's daughter, replied he, wha 
by her horoſcope is threaten'd to be betray'd by a 
man. To obviate this prediction, the king has built 
that marble palace, ſurrounded with ditches of water. 
The gates are of China ficel, of which the king keeps 


the key. There is a ſtrong guard kept before it. The 


king goes once a week to viſit the princeſs, who has 
no company but ſome female flaves and a governante. 


I wzxr directly to che city. When I drew near, 
I beheld ſeveral horſemen richly capariſoned. In the 
middle of whom was a tall man, with a crown on his 
head, and in a veſt covered with diamonds. He was . 


the king, as they told me, going to viſit his daughter. 


Waun I had viewed the town, I returned to my 
cheſt, eat ſome of my proviſions, and ſpent the night 
in the wood. I had but little ſleep. The princeſs 
Schirine ran in my head. Can Bahamas, thought I, be 
afraid of a ridiculous prediction ? If the princeſs is to 
fall in love with a man, why may it net be with me ? 
After I had, in this manner, expoſtulated with myſelf 
for ſame time, I reſolved to try my fortune. I accord- 

ingly 
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ingly flew up into the air, and ſteered the cheſt to the 
palace. The night was dark, and I paſſed over the 
heads of the guards. I reſted on the top of the build- 
mg, where I ſaw a light. There I got out of the cheſt, 
and crept in at the window, which was left open to air 
the apartment where the princeſs lay reclined on a bro- 
cade ſofa. I kneeled down, and kiſſed her hand; at 
which ſhe awaked in great ſurprize, and called out to 
her governante. Mapei ler, who lay in the next room, 
enter d immediately. Here is a man, ſaid ſhe, how 
came he into my apartment ? Are you a confederate ? 
You know, madam, replied ſhe, the vigilance of the 
guards, and that there are 20 ſteel gates to be opened, 
before he could get into your room, of which the king 
your father keeps the keys. How then can you wrong 
me with this ſuſpicion 2 


Wurz they were talking in this manner, it came 


into my head to paſs for Mabomet. Fair princeſs, ſaid 
I, ceaſe to wonder: I have no deſign that ought to 


alarm your virtue. I am Mahomet your great prophet, 


who taking pity of your confinement, am come to de- 
fend you from the effects of perdition. Your fate will 


be happy, and you ſhall be my wife. Women are 


apt to give credit to any thing that is new and won- 
derful ; and they believed me. After paſling-the beſt 
part of the night with the princeſs, I returned to the 
wood. In the morning I took my way to the city, 
where I laid 'out moſt part of my money in proviſions 
and fine cloaths ; and ſpent the evening in dreſſing and 
perfuming myſelf. Night approaching, I got into my 
cheſt, and directed it to the ſame place I did before, 

where 
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where I enter d the princeſs's apartment. She told me, 
ſhe had long expected me with impatience. But pray 
tell me, how comes it to paſs, that you have ſo young 
a look ; I always thought the prophet Mahomer was a 
venerable old man. He has been reprefented to me, 
ever fince I was a child, in that portraiture. "Tis 
right, anſwer'd I. That is the idea people ſhould have 
of me. When I condeſcend to viſit the faithful, I 
appear with a long beard, and a bald pate. But I 
thought you would not like ſo ſuperannuated a figure, 
and therefore put on the form of a young lover. The 
governante ſaid I did well, and that when I was to 
play the part of a huſband, I onght to make myſelf 
as agreeable as I could. 


Ire r her before day, for fear of being diſcover'd, 
and the princeſs inſenſibly became ſo prejudiced in my 
favour, that ſhe believed all I faid to her. A few days 
after the king of Gazza came to viſit his daughter, and 
finding the gates faſt, he enter'd her apartment alone. 
She ſeemed to receive him but coldly, which he per- 
ceiving, inſiſted to know the reaſon of it. Your ma- 
jeſty, ſays ſhe, will be ſurprized to hear you are the 
father-in-law of Mabomet. Are you in your right ſenſes 
cries the king ? What an abſurdity is this ? No, no, 
ſome traitor has feduced you. This faid, he flung out 
of the room, and ſearched all over the palace, but in 
vain. He then called his vifier and confidents, and 
aſked their advice upon this important affair. The vi- 
fer ſpoke firſt, ſaying, the pretended marriage might 
poſſibly be true, tho' it appeared fabulous. That many 
illuftrious houſed piqued themſelves in attributing their 
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origin to events of this nature; and that tho he looked 
upon the commerce the princeſs had with Mabomer, as 
a thing uncommon, it was by no means impoſſible. 
All his courtiers, excepting one, agreed in the ſame 
opinion ; but he thought it incredible, and adviſed his 
majeſty to dive into the bottom of the matter, not 
doubting but he would ſoon diſcover the cheat. 


Tux o' the king looked upon the prime viſier as a 
man of great penetration, he reſolved to find out the 
truth ; but to do it prudently, he order'd all his courtiers 
to return, and come again the next day. As ſoon as 
it was night, he ſeated himſelf on a ſofa, and order'd 
tapers to be lighted, and placed before him on a marble 
- table ; then drew his ſabre, and laid it by him. This 
night, luckily for me, a flaſh of Lightning broke upcn 
Bahaman, and dazzled his eyes. Hereupon he went 
to the window, where his daughter informed him that 
I ſhould enter, and, obſerving the ſky was all on fire, 
tho” only the natural effect of ſame exhalations which 
inflamed the air, he really thought it foretold the de- 
ſcent of the prophet. Inſtead of being in a rage when 
- T appeared, he trembled, dropped his ſabre, fell at my 
fect, and ſaid, Oh great prophet! How have I beha- 


ved to have the honour of being your ſon-in-law ? I, 


taking the advantage of his humility, ſaid, Oh king 
of all the muſſelmen princes, you are. the moſt zealous 
in my ſervice, and- conſequently the man I choſe to ho- 
nour. It was written on the table of fate, that Schirine 
ſhould be ſeduced by a man. To take off that miſ- 
fortune, I ſolicited the moſt High to reverſe her deſti- 
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ny; which he conſented to for my ſake, on condition 
ſhe became one of my wives. 


Trex weak prince believed all I ſaid, and fell at my 
feet a ſecond time. I raiſed him as before ; and he, 
good man, inſtantly retired, leaving me and the prin- 
ceſs alone. I ftaid with her ſome hours, but left her 
before day-light. 


Eur the next day the viſier and the courtiers 
came to the palace, and aſked his majeſty, if he was 
ſatisfied in the matter. Yes, ſays he, I have converſed 
with the great prophet, and am convinced he is my 
daughter's huſband. The incredulous courtier now 
became the jeſt of the council; but ſtill perſiſted in hi: 
obſtinacy.. 


Ta ſame day, as they were all going to the city 
with the king, it rained, thunder'd and lighten'd in an 
uncommon manner, and the unbelieving courtier's horſe 
threw him in a fright. He broke his leg by the fall. 
Ah wretch ! ſays the king, you would not believe me ; 
but ſee the prophet has puniſhed your infidelity. I 
went that day to the city, where I was told this ſtory. 
Publick rejoycings were alſo there made, and nothing 
heard but acclamations of, long live Bahaman, father 
in-law of Mabomet. 


Wrzx it was dark, I conveyed myſelf to the pa 
lace, and informed the princeſs of all that had hap- 
pened to the courtier ; adding, I did not think fit to 
carry my vengeance farther : But I ſwear by my tomb 
at Medina, that if any one ſhould hereafter doubt of 
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your happineſs, he ſhall certainly die. Next day the 
king came to viſit Schirine, and defired her to inter- 
cede with the prophet, for a perſon who had juftly 
called down his wrath. . My lord, replies the princeſs, 
Mahomet has informed me of the whole affair, and has 
ſworn to exterminate all thoſe who make any doubt of 
our marriage. This confirmed the faith of Bahamar ; 
and he turning to his viſier and courtiers, ſaid, Can 
any now queſtion whether Mahomet is my ſon-in-law ? 


A11 the minifters were now ſatisfied, and fell on 


their faces before the princeſs, imploring her mediation 
for the wounded courtier. 


I naD now eat up all my proviſions, and ſpent all 
my money. To relieve my wants I thought of ano- 
ther expedient. My princeſs, ſaid I, one night to her, 
we have forgot one formality in our marriage. You 
have given me no dower ; that omiſſion gives me un- 
eafineſs. My dear ſpouſe, ſaid ſhe, I will mention it 
to the king to-morrow, and he will give you all his 
riches. No, no, faid I, there is no occaſion to ſpeak 
to him; I covet not wealth. A few jewels are ſufi- 
cient. I took only two diamonds, and fold them the 
gext day to a jeweller in Gazna. 


I #AD paſſed for Mahomet about a month, and led 
a moſt agreeable life with my fair princeſs, when an 
ambaſſador arrived to demand her in marriage. The 
king told him, ſhe was already diſpoſed of to the pro- 
phet Mahomet. The ambaſſador by this anſwer took 
24 hame for a madman, and departed to his maſter, 

who 
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who imputed his refuſal to a flight ; he reſented it, and 
raiſed an army, and marched againſt the kingdom of 
Gazna. 'This king's name was Cacem ; a pringe very 
powerful, and an over-match for his neighbour. Ba- 
bana was entrenched in the plain before Schirixe's pa- 
lace, where he reſolved. to attack him the next day. 
In this dangerous fituation he ſummoned a council, 
where the courtier who had been wounded ſpoke to 
him thus: If your majeſty will implore the aſſiſtance 
of your ſon-in-law, he will confound your enemies. 
Tho' this was ſaid only in derifion, yet it inſpired the 
king with freſh canrage. He immediately went to his 
daughter, ſaying, Uſe all your intereſt with Mahomet 
to engage in our defence. He will not forſake us? 
No, no, father, he ſees from heaven where the enemy 
D ang fo. 
terror and diſorder. 
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diſpoſition of Cacem s army, particularly that quarter 
where he lay. I then filled up my cheſt with great 
and finall ftanes, and in the middle of the night, I 
roſe into the air, and guided my cheſt towards Cacem's 
tent. The ſoldiers were all aſleep, which afforded me 
an opportunity of deſcending to one of the windows. 
I ſaw the king reclining his head on a fattin pillow. 
I raiſed myſelf half out of the machine, and flung a 
ſtone at him, which wounded him in the forchead. 
He cried out; his guards came in, and were amazed 
on ſeeing the blood running down all over his face. 
While the traitor was ſearched for, L roſe into the air, 
and poured down all my ſtones on and about the royal 
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tent. I then fetehed more, and wounded the ſoldiers, 
who cried, It rains ſtones. A ſudden fear ran thro” 
the camp, and both officers and ſoldiers thought the 
prophet had engaged in the cauſe of Bahama. In 
ſhort, Cacem fled, and the whole army abandoned their 
tents and equipage, crying, we are undone, Mahomet 
is againſt us. 


. BAHAMA was aſtoniſhed, when he perceived in 
the morning, that the enemy, inſtead of attacking 
him, retired with precipitation. He purſued them, 
and made a great ſlaughter, took Cacem priſoner, who 
died of his wounds the next day. All the booty was 
given among the ſoldiers, who returned loaden with 
great riches. Prayers were put up in all the moſques 
for this unexpected deliverance. At night the king 
went to viſit his daughter. My child, ſays he, I am 
come to return the prophet thanks for his ſuccour. 
He foon had the ſatisfaction deſired. He threw him- 
ſelf at my feet, kiſſed the ground, and cried out, Oh 
great prophet! I am ſenſible of your favour. I raiſed 
him, and faid; Prince, did you think I ſhould not 
come to your relief, to which you were driven for my 
ſake? Cacem's pride is fallen. Fear henceforth no 
potentate upon earth. "1 


Soon after the body of king Cacem was interred 
with great pomp. Then Bahama ordered publick 
rejoycings to be made in the city for the marriage of 
| Schirine with Mabomer. I thought it neceſſary on this 
occaſion to work a miracle. I bought fome white 
pitch, and made fireworks of that and cotten. While 
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the citiaens of Ga were rejoycing in the ſtreets, I 
flew up very high, and lighted them, and they had a 
good effect on the ſpectators. Next morning I went 
into the city, to hear the conjectures of the people. 
Some ſaid it was Mahomet, who fignilized himſelf in 
the ' feſtival ; others affirmed they ſaw the prophet 
amidſt the meteors, with a white beard, and a vene- 
rable air. Theſe netions gave me great pleaſure ; but 
alas l while I was thus indulging: my future expecta- 
tions, à ſpark of the rework kindled in my cheſt, 
and, my 2  confumed it to aſhes, 


1 covln find. no remedy fn the ex. I iberefore 
reſolved. to ſeck my fortune elſewhere. Thus I left 
Bahaman and Schirine, and departed I know not where. 
Four days after I met à caravan of merchants going to 
Cairo, where I ſafely arrived, and put myſelf to a 


weaver; with: wham I. lived ſexeral years, then came 


to Damaſcus, and followed ine buſineſs. This em- 


playwent : of wing, which * more painful than 
nnen. 
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THEN the weaver had Said dis bory, the 
- king of Demaſcxs diſmiſſed him. Then he ſaid 
to his viſier and favourite, | this. man ſeems to be no 
happier: than you ; but yet I will not believe there is 
no perſon in the world that enjoys a perfect felicity. 
2 ſail he, to all my officers and courtiers; I 
8. M9 will. 
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will examine them apart, and know whether any ſecret 
forrow diſturbs the comfort of their lives. He had the 
patience to talk to them every one; but found none 
exempt from trouble. One complained of a bad wife ; 
another of undutiful children ; ſome of not being rich ; 
others for want of health. In ſhort, he found all of 
them had ſomething to occaſion their inquietude. Your 
majeſty ſeeks in vain, ſaid the viſier, there is no con- 
tented man upon earth. I am not of that opinion, re- 
plied the king ; and I have a ſudden thought come in- 
to my head, which will decide the matter in diſpute. 
Order a proclamation to be read in all parts of the 
city to-morrow, importing, that all thoſe who have 
La 
my throne in chree days. The time was elapſed, and 
massen 


=} 


Tus bag e bee hit n rich and 
populous a city as Damaſeu;, there ſhould: not be one 
happy man. Then turning to AMtaimulr, added, if my: 
kingdom was at peace, I would range over the whots 
globe with you, w,copyinee 179. of this era 
after a general peace was concluded, when 
ſet out, reſalving7 nmpyes. e ſee. Namaſers A 0 04 
met with a perſpu, Having intruſted the 
government of his kingdom to a viſier, he, accompa- 
nied with' Salma, Sy Mal, and ſome ſlaves, too 
the way towards Bagdad, where they lodged at a Cx- 
ravanſerail. Phey paſſed for three jewellers of Caire. 
Here Bedreddin one day met with a calender preaching 
ta a crowd of people in the ſtreet. He liſten'd to him 
« while, and heard kim foy, bey er 


2 


— f RR EET r  * FF x  ' 


ct nD wm kYuW AaAT Bb 


Perfan T A L E S. 249 


mad to take ſo much pains to hoard up riches, of 
which the enjoyment is ſo precarious and troubleſome !- 
the fear of loſing them makes your life miſerable ; and 
you envy my poverty, who, in the midſt of want, enjoy 
2 perfe&t happineſs. The king overjoy'd, turning to 
Atalnule, faid, This calender is happy; we need travel 
no further. Sir, replied he, we mult talk to him by 
himfelf; "tis very probable he does not ſpeak as he 
thinks in publick ; but if in private diſcourſe he aſſares 
us he is contented, I will own myſelf. in an error. 


Wu the calender had done talking, the audience 
gather'd him ſome money, and he went of. They 
followed, and aſked him whether he would be merry 
with them. The calender accepted of their invitation. 
He carried them to à little houſe, where two other 
calenders lived, who were alſo extremely pleaſed. Aa- 
mule took ſome ſequins out of his purſe, and giving 
them to one, bid him buy what was neceſſary for our 
purpoſe. He returned with proviſions, fruit, and wine. 
fo merry, that Bedreddia thought them perfectly happy, 
and aſked Atalmule, if he would now own his error. 
No, no, fir, ſaid he, not yet. My lords, fays one of 
them, what is it you ſay ? Here, fays the king to him, 
you ſee three jewellers ; one of my brethren maintains, 
there is not 2 contented man in the world: I am of 
the contrary opinion, and think you ſo. Speak the 
truth. My lord, replies the calender, neither I, nor my 
companions are happy. The heart of man is not ca- 
pable of content. The enjoyment of one deſire creates 
ang our ſenſual appetites ase never ſatisfied. 
M 5 Txt 


230 Fe, fan TAL ES. 


Tus king now began to imagine he was miſtaken. 
However, he reſolved to ſpend the reſt of the day at 
a Figuaa ſhop. Here they met with two perſons of 
conſequence, talking of the cares of human life.* We 
muſt not hope, faid one of them, to be happy here. 
J know but one, among all the ſons of Adam, who 
leads a happy life. Ha! fays Atalmule, who is that? 
The prince of Afracan, replied the perſon, he, by way 
of excellence, is called the king without ſorrow. 


Tu next day they ſet out with a caravan of mer- 
chants, and arrived ſafe at Afracan, where reigned 
king Hormoz. Bedreddin reſolved to introduce: himfelf 
into his preſence, and diſcover the ſecrets of his heart. 
They repaized to the palace, croſſing a large court- 
yard full of ſoldiers. In the firſt hall were ſlaves of 


both ſexes, in gallant dreſſes, a dancing. In the next 


were fingers and muſicians. Having here fatisfied their 
curiofty, they paſſed into a third hall, in which they 
ſaw 20 or 30 perſons fitting at à long table ſpread 
with all ſorts af provifions. It was an entertainment 
n. ade for the greateſt lords of the court. We eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed the king from his nobles. He. held the 
ſeat of honour, and on his head was a. crown of gold, 


adorned with topazes and rubies. He was about 30 


years old, handſome, n 
gay air. 


Warren they returned to the caravanſerail, the king 
of Damaſcus ſaid to his viſier : We have now met with 
A 9 His favourite was of the 


ſame 
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ſame mind. Ay, ay, 22 Sod. people are igno- 
rant of the arts of diſſimulation, which are practiſed in 
courts. I ſhall ſuſpend my judgment. Who knows 
but he has a thorn in his fide, and enjoys his diver- 
fions at a dear rate. The next day each of them took 
a box of diamonds, and returned to the palace. They 
defired to haye audience of the King, ſaying, they were 
three Jewellers, whb travelled from court to court to 
ſelf their precious ſtones. MHormoz order'd them in. 
They ſhewed him their jewels. He admired one of 
them exceedingly, which was as big as a pigeon's egg. 

Whence came this, ſays he. Atalmule, who had been 
a jeweller, ſaid; Sir, it was found in the iſland of Se- 
rendib. Will your majeſty pleaſe to accept of it? Hor- 
10% received i with joy, and aſſigned them a magnificent 
apartment in the palace. He made them partners in 
all his diverfions. All the nobles of Circaffa were, by 
turns, invited to fee them. But the king of Damaſcus, 
and his companions, were more intent upon examining 
the actions and countenance of their hoſt, than on their 
entertainment. They could ſee nothing which ſhewed 
the leaſt uneaſineſs; whereupon Bedreddin ſaid ta his 
favourite and viſier, if we may depend upon conjecture, 
this prince is happy. But how is it poſſible we ſhould 
enter into his thoughts. The only way to get this ſe. 
cret from him, fir, ſays Atalmuale, is to tell your name, 
and why you came to his court. | 


Acconpineiy they all three went to wait on 
Hormoz, and demanded a private canference, in which 
they defired leave to retire from his court. In ſhort, 
my lord, ſays Bedreddin, o we paſs here for jewellers, 
I am 


292 Perfan T ALES. 
Jam the king of Damaſcus ; one of theſe men is my 
viſier, and the other my favourite. The king of 4fra- 
can was ſurprized at this; but when Bedreddiz told. him 
why he left Damaſcus, Hormoz. burſt into laughter. 
I think you are happy, replies Bedreddin, pray open 
your heart to me. Since you aſk me fo ſeriouſly, 
I muſt ſay that I am of your viſier's mind. Notwith- 
ſtanding that E am called the ling without ſorrow, I am 
the moſt wretched prince alive. 


Tus king of Damaſcus, aſtoniſhed at this ſpeech, 
inſiſted to know the cauſe of his grief, which Hermes 
promiſed to diſcover. 3 
The Hiſtory of Hoxmoz, King of ASTRACAN,, 

ſurnamed, The King without Sorrow. 


quiet, the king ſent an eunuch to conduct his 
gueſts into the women's apartment. Then taking Bed. 
reddin by the hand, he led him thro” two chambers to 
the door of the third, bidding him bock in. He did 


ſo, and beheld on a ſofa, a young lady of exquiſite 


beauty. She had a fmiling courtenance, and was 
liſtening attentively to an old female ſlave. That lovely 
princeſs, ſays Hormoz, is the cauſe. of all my uneaſi- 
neſs. Does ſhe not love you, ſays Bedreddin. Is her 
indifference No, no, fays the king of Aftracan, 
"tis not that I complain of, ſlie loves me, as much as I 


do her. How 5 


\ NE night, when every thing in the palace was 
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can ſhe occaſion your ſorrow. You ſhall ſee, rejoined 
be, ſtay you there at the door, and obſerve what paſſes. 
This ſaid, he entered the chamber, and as ſoon as 
he approached the princeſs, (unheard of prodigy i) the 
ſoſs d her beauty, turned pale, and ſeemed like a dead 
corps; and as Hermes came back, in proportion to 
his diſtance from her, ſhe recovered life and com- 
plexion, like the ſun iſſuing from a cloud. That, ſays 
Hormoxz, is my queen. Can you think I am the happy 
man you look after ? 


Frvs years ago, I ſet out on my travels, with a 
numerous retinue from Afracan, and came at laſt to 
Otrar. I paid largely for the honours I received every 
where. Amongſt the Circa/ian nobles, that accom- 
panied me, Huſſeyn, was appointed my governor. k 
one day told him at Otrar, that I was weary of tra- 
velling like a prince. Private men, added I, have 
more pleaſure. I chuſe to hear people talk, and te. 
fee their actions. 


My governer applauded the projeff. Come, my 
prince, ſaid he, leave your retinue here. We need 
no more than two horſes, and we will take the road to 
the city of Carizme. We lodged at an inn, and were 
taken for private travellers. The next ay we viewed 
the buildings, ftreets, moſques, &c. but were parti- 
cularly amuſed with the ſtructure of 2 palace, whick 
to us appeared very fingular. It was a large piece 
of ground, ſurrounded with a low wall, in which were 
ſeveral high narrow towers at equal diftances, 


W 
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Ws a where we heard the ſound 1 
voices. We took it far a receptacle for madmen, and 


one of theſe delirious people was repeating Arabic 
verſes in praiſe of his miſtreſs. A Carizmenian over - 
heard us, and ſaid, You mult be ſtrangers here indeed, 
if you do, not know that all thoſe young men loſt their 


ſenſes, by only looking at our ſultan's daughter. : 


Tus princeſs plays ſometimes in the mall, without 


a veil ; but woe to them, who ſtay to gaze upon her 
Some fall into deſpair ; ſome languiſh and pine away ; 
and others run mad ; the latter of whom are locked 
up in thoſe towers. See there, ſaid I, lad e 
nor, thoſe I believe are freſh inſtances of madneſs ! 

Even ſo, replied the Carizmenian. Hearing theſe 
words, I puſhed forwards. Huſſeyn, ſeeing me in a 
hurry, aſked where I was going ſo faſt. Lam going, 
replied I, to ſee the princeſs of Carizme playing at the 
mall. While the Carizmenian entertained us with his 
talk, I cried out to Huſſeyn, See more recent inſtances 
of madneſs tending this way, and puſhed forward. 
He followed, conjuring me, by the great prophet, not 
to expoſe myſelf to the danger of her looks. Lay afide 
your ridiculous fears, ſaid I, however amazing be the 
rumour of her charms, I ſhall view her with ſafety. 
My governor figh'd ; but made me. no anſwer. Soon 
after we heard the herald, crying in the ſtreets as fol- 
lows ; By the faltan' s order, I give notice to the peo- 
« ple, that the, princeſs Rezia Beghum plays this day 
„in the mall ; be it known, therefore, that whatever 


&« evil 


heard things which canfirmed us in our conje ture, for . 
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« evil befal any' man that gazes upon her, it. is to. be. 
« imputed to his own imprudence.” 


Wazw we came near the mall, we ſaw nothing but 
old men, and even they kept a proper. diſtance. I 
went boldly on, notwithſtanding their. compaſſionate. 
endeavours to make- me retire. But alas! it was my 
ill fortune to come too late. She had done playing, 
and put on her veil before we approached her, ſo that 
I could diſcern nothing but her ſtature. 


I run addreſſed myſelf to Hufeyn, ſaying, How 
unfortunate was I not to come ſooner. The very next 
time ſhe plays, I am determined to ſee her, tho' ſhe 
were more dangerous than you can. imagine. The 
next day a proclamation was read, importing that the 
princeſs would not exerciſe herſelf any more in public. 
This much pleaſed my governor, but cauſed me much 
affliction. However, I determined to gratify my cu. 
rioſity, and run over a thouſand expedients. At 
length I took a quantity of jewels, and went in ſearch 
of the ſultan's gardener. I found him, and put into 
his hand a purſe with 500 ſequins of gold: but when 
he was. informed of my requeſt, he returned them 
ſomewhat rudely ; ſaying, Audacious youth! confider 
the danger to which you expoſe me as well as your. 
ſelf. This anſwer did not in the leaſt diſhearten me. 
O my father, rejoined I, and put the purſe into his 
hand a ſecond time, let me ſee her, or I ſhall die with 
grief. His wife now began to take pity of me, and 
became my advocate. I then preſented him with ſome 
diamonds, which brought him over to my intereſt. I 

took 
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wok a Hking to you, ſaid he, at firſt ſight, and have 


thought of an expedient to fatisfy your defire, without 
any danger to either of us. 


I aryROVED of the ſcheme, and ſuffered myſelf 


to be transformed into the gardener's boy. He put my 
hair under a bladder, and diſguiſed me in fuck a man- 
ner, as a lady of the moſt warm conſtitution might 
Wok upon without the leaſt concern. Hufſtyn impa- 
tient to know what was become of me, came to the 
gardener's and catched me in-this pickle. I laughed 
at his furprize, which excited mirth in him. There 
is nothing now to be done, faid the gardener, but to 
take him into the garden. You, fir, I fuppoſe are his 
brother ; go home, and I will let you know how he 
facceeds, Soon after he took me into the garden, and 
put a ſpade into my hand. The eunuchs came to us, 
and ſeeing me fo frightful! a figure, faid to him, You 
do well to employ ſuch objects as this. In the even- 
ing, my maſter thinking me weary, took me to the 
edge of a marble baſon, where we found a fkin ſpreatt 
upon the graſs, covered with all forts of proviſions ; a 
pitcher of wine, and a late. When we had eat and 
drank, the old man grew gay, took up the lute, and 
played. I commended him againſt my judgement. 
He then pat the inftrument into my hand, and I played 
one of the fineſt airs in 4{bde/mouman. The grand 
viſier happened to be in the garden, and drawn by 
the melody of the lute, accompanied by my voice, 
approached us in filence. When I had done, he came 
up to us, and I roſe to go away. Stay, ſays he, and 
inform me who you are? I knew not what 


make 


anfwer to 
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make, which the gardener perceiving, ſaid, He is my 
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ſervant, my lord, and well ſkilled in gardening. The 
viſier ordered me to fing and play again, and ſeemed 
highly pleaſed with my performance, ſaying, The ſul- 
tan had not ſuch a hand and voice among all his 
muſicians ; adding, If it was not for his ſore head, I 
would have made his fortune immediately. 


Hs wats ben ard acts nate eds 


* 
ſultan he had a treaſure in the garden; who anſwered, 


F will go this day and fee it. Let my muſicians pre- 
pare à conſort far me there; and ſet out a table 
with, all kind. of provifions. As foon as the ſultan 
and his company were ſeated, I was ordered to come 
and I carried in my hand a baſket of flowers, which 
I fer dawn at the fultan's-feet, and retired with the 
Away; begone, thou loathſome wretchif My old ma- 
ſter anſwered, My lord, be n my forvant, and under- 
frands the myſtety-of gardening extremely well. The 
ſultan believed what he faid, 1 
wn nn * 
en 71 

e e, eee who at 
fultag faid-this, only to make game of me; one took 
hoping I ſhould. in fo awkard a manner, as 
he would have the honour of diverting the aſſembly. 
F inſtantiy ſeized him with a fortitude of mind, and 
managed him fo roughly, that the laughter was on my 
iidv-; after which, I let him fee that I eould excel him 
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in dancing. All the company agreed that I danced 


with a better grace, and heaped praiſes upon me. 


When J had danced ſome time, I took the gardener's 
lute, and ſung and play'd to the admiration of all the 
auditors. Afterwards they gave me à harp, a viol, 
and a flute, which I touched ſo well that the fultan 
was aſtoniſhed. He immediately called for a purſe, 
in which were ten thouſand ſequins of gold ; I opened 
it, and diſtributed. the picces among the muſicians. 
At this action they ſeemed all amazed, and ſaid, this 
young: man has a greatiſou}, what pity it is, he ſhould 
be \afflifted thus in his head. The ſultan aſked me 
why I did not keep the gold. I anſwered, I want 
not riches. Pleaſed with my conduRy I gained the 
„ e a ppc 


T uz.,thint, day. after I engaged in work, I ſeated 
myſelf under a roſ@-buſh: to reſt, andi play d upon the 
lute for my on amuſement. On a ſudden there eame 
to me a lady veiled, who aid. Throw «fide thy inſtru- 
ment, and go gather ſome flowers for the ſultan's 
daughter. Why is this not done ? Are you' the gar- 
dener's boy? I bod with zeverence, and ſaid. I was 
ignorant of the princeſs's coming, and that I was as 
cautious of cauſing her diſpleaſure, as I was too of ex- 
head is a little out of order, ſays ſhe laughing, you are 
afraid of being ſeen. Come, come, go with me, we 
all know your diſtemper, and ſhall be pleaſed: to ſee 
you. Haſte then, and bring, your baſket ; Reni, whoſe 


governeſs I am, will receive you favourably. IL ran 
to the old gardener, gather d a baſket of flowers. and 


followed 
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followed the lady, who conducted me to a ſtately edifice 


raiſed in the middle of the garden, where the princeſs 


was ſeated upon a throne of gold, encompaſſed by 40 
flaves, all young and beautiful. The princeſs ap- 
pear'd like the ſan among the ſtars, on whom I gazed 
with amazement. My diſorder was vifible to them all, 
and occaſioned a general laughter. I was, indeed, 
thunder-ſtruck, and had almoſt loft my reaſon, when 
the governeſs came to me, and faid, You ſtand mo- 
tionleſs like a ſtatue. Advance, and preſent your 
flowers. I went up to the throne, placed my baſket 
on the loweſt ſtep, and proſtrated myſelf before the 
princeſs. She bid me riſe, that the might cake a full 
view of me. . The faves; Hooded out on ang * 
cap, and afterwards burſt into laughter. 


Taz princeſs now: endend a late to be given me; 
ſaying, Surely thou knoweſt not how to fing or play 
to ſuch perfection as is reported of thee by my father. 


1 inſtantly tuned the inftrument, and fang a Perfian 


ſong in the aal meafure, ſetting forth my paſſion 
and deſpair. Then a flave took from me the lute, 
and gave me a tabor ; afterwards the harp, viol and 
Jute, on all which I performed to their ſatisſaction, and 
eaſtinets, and commanded me to dance. All the flaves 
ed ſpeechleſs for a while ; then breaking filence, de- 
ſcended from the throne, crying out, M bar pity it 
is that he ſhould be diſeaſed ! and retired. 


I wesT directly to the gardener's houſe, where F 
found 
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found my governor. Well, fir, ſaid I, I have ſeen 
Rexia, and muſt confeſs I deſerve a place in one of 
the towers ; and tho Hufſeyn and the gardener endea- 

vour'd to alter my reſolution, I determined to continue 
my diſguiſe. But the ſucceeding day, finding myſelf 
inclined to reſt, I ſat down on the brink of a canal, 
where I was informed the princeſs uſed to bathe. Here, 
as in a mirror, I beheld my frightful form, and pulled 
off my ugly cap. While I was putting it on again, 
Rezia's governeſs approached me, and ſaid, Deteſtible 
 wretch as thou art, my miſtreſs defires to hear thee 
play, and ſee thee dance again. Be in this very place 


when it is dark. Tranfported with the meſſage, I ran 


to the gardener, to inform him that he ſhould not be 
uneaſy at my abſencs ; then returned to the place ap- 
pointed, where, at the cloſe of day, an eunuch came 
to me, and carried me into the ſeraglio. 


Tu prigceſs lay upon a fofa, her flaves on a carpet 
dener's boy, wha entertained us fo well yeſterday. She 
inſtantly order'd a lute to be given me. I play'd and 
ſung as before. Then performed ſeveral dances with 
great aftivity, which threw the bladder off my head: 
at which Rexis ſeemed greatly difpleaſed, ſaying, I 


diverſqn will excuſe thy infolence. A whole poſſe of 
eunuchs immediately ruſhed in upon me, ſeized me, 
and confined me till morning, then carried me before 
the ſultan, who commanded me and the gardener to be 
delivered into the hands of the executioners. At this 
mn. 


took thee for a lad of no conſequence. Hope not thy 
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fuſal of his daughter to him, whom he had demanded 
10 months ago, had enter'd into an alliance with the 
prince of Candahar, and, having paſſed the Oxut, were 
on their march between Samarcande and Bocara. 


I's this dangerous ſituation he aſked the advice of 
the grand viſier, who was of opinion, that all the ftand- 
ing forces ſhould march to oppoſe them; that the 
moſques ſhould be ſet open day and night, and prayers 
be offered without ceaſing ; that the poor ſhould re- 
ceive alms, and the prifoners be releaſed. To all which 
the ſultan agreed. By this means did I eſcape death, 
and returned to the inn, where I found Huſeyn, who 
had given me over for loſt. He, ſurprized and over- 
joy'd to fee me again, begged with tears in his eyes, 
that I would leave that fatal city. I at length yielded 
to his entreaties, and cried, adieu Rexia May the ri- 
gour of your heart call reaſon to my aſſiſtance, and 
wear you out of my remembrance. 


I rad ſcarce done ſpeaking, when the gardener 
came to inform me that he was turned out of his buſt- 
neſs. As it was for my ſake, ſaid I, go along with 
me: I will provide for you. I thank you, fir, replies 
he, I was born in Zagathy, and will die in the fame 
place where I drew my firſt breath. What I have ſa- 
ved in my employment, with your preſents, will make 
my days happy enough. I gave him more gold and 


I.zyr Carizme that very day, and took the road 
week, 
and 


for Otrar, where I joined my retinue, ſtaid a 
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and ſet out for ¶ racan. On the road we met a courier, 
who-told me my father was very ill, and defired to ſee 
me before he departed. Upon this intelligence I made 
all the haſte I could; but when I came to the palace, 
found my father juſt expiring. Oh my ſon, ſaid he, 
are you returned? I have nothing more to aſk of hea- 
ven: I die content, and then gave up the ghoſt. 


Wu I had performed the funeral honours due to 
my royal progenitor, and aſcended the throne of Cir- 
caſſia, amid the acclamations of the moſt loving ſub- 
jeas, I ſoon perceived that I had not forgotten Rezia. 
 Hereupon I told Haſſeyn my grievance, and ſent him 
to Carizme to demand the princeſs in marriage, not 
doubting his ready compliance, if I would aſſiſt him 
againſt his enemies. At length Hufſeyn returned, and 
reported to me, that the ſultan received him kindly, 
but that I mait quit all hopes of enjoying Rexia, be- 
cauſe he is promiſed to the king of Gars. 


Tuts anſwer deſtroyed my quiet. I complained of 
my deſtiny, and almoſt loſt the uſe of my reaſon. Huſſeyn 
imagining that a new. beauty might diſplace the image 
of Rexia, filled my ſeraglio with the moſt beautiful 
laves in the kingdoms of 4/ia. 


Wũ4uI Is Hufſeyn was thus employed, my grand vi- 
Ger came to tell me, that there were lately erected very 
magnificent baths before che gates of Aftracan, and no 
man could give any acount of the builder, I ſent for 


the maſter, who was about fifty, and ſaid, Great phi- 


2 I have a requeſt to make to you, How comes 
it 


r 
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it to paſs, that you are able to build ſuch ſtately baths ? 
I have, ſaid he, 40 workmen in my ſervice, who are 
all maſters in their art, by whoſe affiftance I can, in 
leſs than a day, raiſe baths much more ſurprizing. But 
they are all dumb, tho' they can comprehend your 


meaning by the ſmalleſt ſigns or motions. If it pleaſes 


your majeſty to give your commands, they ſhall imme- 
diately be obeyed ; but then every foul muſt withdraw. 


My courtiers ſoon retired, and I deſired the maſter 
and his ſlaves to make me a bath in the hall where we 
were talking. They inſtantly fell to work, and it was 
finiſhed in the ſpace of a few hours. There were 12 
pillars of green marble, finely poliſhed, and feveral 
fountains ſpouting out water into a white marble baſon. 


Amazed at this performance, I aſked the philoſopher 


how it was done ? That relation, fir, ſaid he, will be 
too tedious. Suffice it to acquaint you, that I am ma- 
ſter of 39 ſciences. I then aſked his name, and of 
what country he was. He replied, my name is Avi 
cene, and I will relate to you my hiſtory. 


The Hiſtory of AVICENE. 


TOWN of little note called An gave me 
birth; and I was ſent to the univerſity of Bocara 


3 At ten years of age I could ſolve 


any problem in Eaciid; after which I ſtudied mathe- 
_ theology, phyſick, and phyloſophy. When 
I arrived to 20 years, * 
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the frontiers of G:hon to the mouth of the Indus. My 
father and I one day ſet out for Samarcande : I went to 
the court, and met ſeveral perſons who had heard great 
talk of me. At length the grand viſier was told I 
was in town, and, ſending fot me, defired I would live 
with him. I conſented, and he did nothing without 
my advice. He ſoon after died, and I fiicceeded him; 
which office I executed for ſome time with honour and 
reputation. But out of my thirſt after knowledge, I 
aſked his majeſty to permit me to refign, and quit the 
affairs of ſtate ; to which he conſented with great re- 
luctance. I had no intention to leave the court, fo 
I gave my apartment to my ſuceeſſor, and lodged in a 
private part of the palace, where I divided my time be- 
tween the prince and my books. I commanicated my 
reflections to the publick as faſt as I could put them 
into writing ; and my works, by way of pre-eminence, 
are called, The Glorious Works. 


I was now far advanced in the cabaliſtical ſcience, 


when an ambaſſador from Coutbreddin arrived at Sa- 
marcande. The king defirous to know the cauſe of 
this embaſſy, ſoon gave him audience; but was ſur- 
_ prized, when he ſaid to him, fir, The king of Caſchgar 
my maſter talking at table one day with his courtiers, 
was deſirous to know, if there were any perſons now 
Rving fo ſhifted as Hippocrates, arid ſo wiſe as Socrates ; 
when a courtier replied, there were two famous phi- 
loſophers at Samarcande, whoſe merit was equal to 
the greateſt among the aneients; that the name of the 
bone was Avitene, and of the other Fast; and, fir, he 
2 you- t fend chem to him. The king of 

Samarcande 
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damarc ande immediately ordered us to come before 
him, and told us it was his opinion, we ought to 


comply with king Couthreddin's requeſt. Not willing 


to diſoblige our Sovereign, we conſented to go, and 
he having cloathed the ambaſſador with a gold veſt, 
ſent him away with aſſurances that we ſhould ſet out 
without delay. We travelled together for ſome days, 
and till Faxe died on the road. I buried him in the 
mountain of Beem, and divided amongſt all his ſlaves 
the money which the king had given us for their main- 
tenance during our ſtay at Caſchgar, ſaying, go where 
you pleaſe. | 


ArTEex this loſs, I began to grow fick of my in- 
tended journey, and reſolved to range over the world. 
I took the road to Cogende, and after ſeveral days ar- 
rived at Carizme. As I was walking thro' the ſtreets 
to take a view of this great city, I obſerved a public 
crier amidſt a crowd of people, who cried every 
quarter of an hour, O / you who Howe the ſciences, know 


that to-morrow is the day to go into the cavern. I fol- 


lowed him, deſiring to be informed of this place. He 
took me to be of ſome religious order, and ſaid, O 
holy man! near the gates of this city, towards the 
Caſpian ſea, lies the red mountain; at the foot of 
which is a cavern, which has four doors that open at 
the beginning of every year. In it there is a prodigions 
number of books, of theſe every one takes what he 
pleaſes to peruſe. They make all poſſible ſpeed to 
get out with them, becauſe the doors ſhut again in 
forty five minutes; and he who ſtays beyond the time 
is {ure to be ſtarved, unleſs he can live without provi- 
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ſions till the next year. But, in ſhort, added he, all 
the ſecrets of nature are laid open in one or other of 


theſe volumes; and whoever carries any books off, 


muſt bring them back the year following, or ſuffer 
torture, and ſometimes death. 


Tuvus inftrufted, I entered next morning among 
the curious, reſolving to ſtay there after the ref, and 
run the riſk of whatever ſhould happen. I impatiently 
waited for the coming day, when on a ſudden the 
doors flew open of themſelves with a terrible noiſe. 
Every one ruſhed in immediately ; and I among the 
reſt ; they all made hafte out again excepting me. 
The doors ſhut, and I was left alone in the cavern. 

Men, leſs knowing than I, would have been terrified 
in theſe regions of darkneſs ; but I had not the leaſt 
dread upon me. I ordered the ſpirits who had the 
care of this ſubterraneous library to take notice of my 
commands ; to bring me light, and to have the cavera 
well illuminated for the future. 


Tu x inſtantly obeyed, and then I applied my- 
ſelf to the reading of ſeveral books which treated of 
the occult ſciences, and which not one of the learned 
could underſtand. I call'd for pens, ink, and paper, 
which I was readily furniſhed with, and copied ſome 
paſſages. The ſpirits alſo brought me proviſions, and 
the choiceſt wines of Chiras, ſo that I paſſed my time 
here very agreeably. 


Tur beginning of the following year the doors 
burlt open as uſual, and I took the opportunity to get 
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out; but as my hair and beard had not been cut of 
for twelve months, I made a frightful figure. See 
there the ſorcerer Monk, cried they, he delights in no- 
thing but miſchief; let us ſeize him and carry him 
before the Cady; they did fo, and he bid them repair 
to the place of execution, while I, added he, go to 
inform the fultan of all that has paſſed. He haſtened 
| thither himſelf in a litter, and bid me follew. As 
4 foon as the ſultan caſt his eyes upon me, he con- 
e demned me to be burnt. The people all brought 
A wood, and I was faftened to the pile in an inftant; 
ie but as foon as the fire was put to it, I repeated ſome 
e. words, and my bonds fell off. Then I took a piece of 
n. wood from the pile, gave it the form of a triumpha! 
ed 
aſt 


car, and mounting up into the air, hung over their 
heads, and ſpoke thus to the ſultan : © Unjuſt prince, 


the to condemn me for a forcerer, who am only a ſage, 
my « and can do greater wonders than thee.” I then 
ern diſappeared. | 

I navs travelled ten years fince this adventure, and 
my- at laſt came to Aſtracan, where I determined to make 
d of my name famous. I went one night ſome diſtance 


ned from the city to a coppice, where I cut forty twigs of 
aper, the fame length, and by the virtue of ſome words, 
ſome gave them life. Theſe, fir, are my forty boys, who 


and built che baths at the gates of this metropolis. 
time 

doors 
to get N 
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The Conclufion of the Hiſtory of King Hor moz. 


HEN Arwicene had finiſhed his ſtory, I ſaid to 
him, Oh! what a happineſs it is to have ſo 
great a ſage for my friend ! I verily believe, ſhould you 
command one of your boys to bring hither the beauti- 
ful Rexia, princeſs of Carizme, he would even execute 
thoſe orders, and inſtantly tranſport her to my palace. 
Yes, certainly, replies Awvicene, if you deſire it. If I 
deſire it, anſwer d I with tranſport ! You, fir, ſhall be 
ſoon ſatisfied then, ſaid he. I long to be revenged of 
the ſultan ſor his ill uſage of me. He then beckon- 
ed one of his 40 boys, whiſpered in his ear, and bid 
him begone. He inſtantly vaniſhed, and a few hours 
| after returned with Rezza. I caſt my eyes upon her, 
and my heart bore witneſs of my love; but was ſtill 
afraid it was ſome phantom. Behold, ſaid he, the 
beauties of Rezia. Believe your own eyes, and exa- 
mine her. Upon this aſſurance I hung upon her knees, 
and ſaid, Ah ! princeſs, I deſpaired of ever ſeeing thee 
again. Ia me you behold the young man, who ap- 
peared before you diſguiſed in the ſeraglio ; you can- 
not forget, how I was forced out of your apartment, 
and condemned to an infamous death. She was at firſt 
amazed to find herſelf in a ſtrange place; but ſoon 
recollecting me, ſaid, At any other time I could not 
have pardoned this violence, but as my preſent affairs 
ſtand, 1 forgive it. | 


AFTER 


TER 
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ArTEx the king of Gazza, in conjunction with the 
king of Candahar, had defeated my father's army, they 
advanced to the gates of Carizme, the ſultan in this 
diſtreſs ſent one of his viſiers to them, who concluded 
a treaty of peace, wherein it was firſt ſtipulated, that I 
ſhould be put into the poſſeſſion of the king of Gazza, 
to whom I had a mortal averſion. The day being fixed 
for my departure, the king of Candahar laid claim to 
me. The two kings, on this occaſion, commenced 
foes to each other ; a battle enſued, in which the latter 
gained the victory. The king of Gozna was flain in 
the combat, his army cut to pieces, and his enemy 
mounted the throne. Thus triumphant, he demanced 
me in marriage: thus powerful, my tather ?...it not 
refuſe to give me up to his ardour. I lad cauſe to 
hate him for his publick character. The fatal day was 
at hand, whereon I was to be joined to a huſband whom 
I deteſted, when I found myſelf ſeized by a man, and 
in an inſtant brought hither. 


I x gave me no {mall pleaſure to hear ſhe was un- 
married; but with what tranſports was I raviſhed, 
when ſhe declared, that if I could obtain her father's 
conſent, ſhe would be my wife. I longed for the re- 
turn of Huſſeyn, whom I had ſent to demand her; and 
told her, ſhe ought not to diſdain the crown of Cir- 
caſſia, which, with my heart, might prove worthy her 
acceptance. 


In the mean time I placed Awicene in the rank. of 
my friends ; and he was of opinion, that I overpaid 
N 3 him 
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him for all his ſervices. Hereupon he adviſed me to 


ſend an ambaſſador to the ſultan of Carizme, to ad- 


viſe him of his daughter's fate, to demand her, and 
teave the reſt to him. 


Bor now to return to Hu/zyn, whom I had fent to 
the court of Carizme. As foon as the ſultan was in- 
formed of the ſtrange manner in which his daughter 
was taken away ; he, with the advice of his council, 
had recourſe to a famous aſtrologer, called Schebereſtan, 
who ſaid the princeſs was in my ſeraglio. Upon this, 


the ſultan order d Hu/ſzyn to come before him, and, af- 


ter a ſhort examination, condemned him to be be- 
headed. But in the very inſtant the executioner was 
about to give the fatal ſtroke, Huſſeyn was raiſed into 
the air by the charms of Avicene, to the great amaze- 
ment of the ſultan and ſpectators. His ſlaves were 
:rewiſe carried off at the ſame time. 


Ox a fudden Hu/ſeyn appear d before me, and af- 
ſured me, that the ſultan, enraged at this adventure, 
kad engaged in an alliance with the king of Candabar, 
and they were marching to lay wafte the kingdom of 
Circaffia. While he was giving me this information, Avi- 
ene came in laughing, and ſaid, Leave the defence of 
your territories to me. He executed his commiſſion 
faithfully, by making ufe of but one of his ſecrets, 
which was to ſow diſcord among my enemies. The 
two princes immediately turned their arms againft each 


other, and came to a battle, in which the king of Can- 


Cabar was killed, and all his men cut to pieces. 
| IN 
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In the mean while I and Awicene paſſed the Volga 
with my ſmall army, and marched againſt the ſultan, 
who immediately furrendred himſelf. I carried him to 
Aftracan, where I ſpared no pains to mitigate his rage; 
and ſncceeded fo well, that he at laſt accepted me for 
his ſon-in-taw. Magnificent preparations were made 
to celebrate my maptials ; after the ſolemtization of 
which, he returned to his own dominions ; but before 
his departure, he took care to make Awicene his friend. 
I was no ſooner married, than Rezia's affection for me 
mcreaſed every day; when, on a ſudden, he, who was 
the author of our happineſs, put an end to it. 


AFICENE, in ſpite of his philoſophy, foon fell in 
love with the princeſs, and was ſo audacious as to de- 


clare to her his paſſion. She highly reſented it; and 


der huſband endeavour'd to overcome his paſſion by 
arguments drawn from reaſon. This uſage added to 
his inſolence, ſo that ſhe was obliged to uſe him rough 
ly ; when he, firſt breathing upon her, mutter d ſome- 
thing to himſelf, and vaniſhed. She inſtantly loſt her 
ſenſes, and has remain'd in that condition you ſaw 
her ever ſince. 


KNSLLSSSSSSSSIHI „ e, 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Bzpazp- 
Din LoLo, his Sorrowful Viſter, and 
Favourite. | 


EDREDDIN having now fatixfied his curio- 
ſity, took leave of king Hormoz, and ſet out for 
Damaſcus. The condition of Rezia was often the ſub- 
N 4 jet 
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ject of diſcourſe on the road. One day Sf Mulonc t 
ſaid to the king, Tho' it muſt be confeſſed, my lord, 
that the princeſs of 4/racan is a perfect beauty; yet 
we all three looked on her without lofing any of our 
ſenſes. My head was full of Beay al Femal: Atalmule's 
mind was poſſeſſed with the thoughts of Zelica ; but 
what ſurprizes me moſt is, the king our maſter's in- 
difference ; tho' he 1 
ay lady. 


You are in an error, ſays Bedreddin, to think I was 
never in love. To tell you the truth, I am as much in 
love as you ; and it is no princeſs that reigns in my 
heart, but a woman of an ordinary rank. 


The Hiſtory of Fain AROUYA, 


OT many years ago, there lived at 3 
confiderable merchant that had a young wife, 
who may very well be. compared to the princeſs of 
Aracan. Her huſband's name was Banou, a man of 
gaiety and expence, who valu-d himſelf for his libe- 
ality. When he had waſted his fortune, he applied 
to his friends. and creditors for ſupplies ; but the for- 
mer refuſed to aſſiſt him, and the latter denied their 
debts. Banou laid this uſage fo much to heart, that 
it cauſed him a fit of fickneſs. During his illneſs he 
remember'd that he had formerly lent 1000 ſequins of 
gold to doctor Dani/chmonde, and ſent his wife to de- 


mand them. When ſhe came to the doctor's, ſhe was 
led 
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led into the A/fakih's apartment; where lifting up her 
veil, ſhe ſaid, I am the wife of Banoz, and my huſ- 
band defires you to ſend him the 1000 ſequins he lent 


you. The doctor, ſmitten with her beauty, anſwer'd, 


I will give you them, and as many more, if you will 
comply with my defires. Your huſband is too old to 
deſerve your affection; then came up to embrace her. 
Hold, inſolent, ſaid ſhe, I would not ſtain my virtue 
for all the riches in Egypt. On this repulſe he replied 
in a rage, I owe Banou nothing. If the old fool has 
ruined himſelf by his extravagance, does he imagine I 
am to ſet him up again? This ſaid, he turned her out 
of doors. She went home in tears, and told Baron 


what paſſed, who bid her go to the Caqy and complain 
of the doQar's treachery. 


TRE Cady was naturally amorous, and led her into 
his cloſet, where having ſeated her on a ſofa, he made. 
her lift up her veil. She here told him her ſtory, 


and he promiſed to do her huſband juſtice ; adding, 


Give me, my fair one, what thou refuſeſt the doctor, 
and I will preſent thee with 4000 ſequins. Here Arouya 
burſt again into tears, and. ſaid, O heavens ! is there 
no virtue in man ? Thoſe, whoſe duty it is to puniſh 


criminals, are guilty of greater vices ! The Cach, un 


able to gain his ends, aſſured her, he would do her no. 
ſervice. | | 


Taz next day Banou ſent her to the governor of 
Damaſcus, whom he had truſted with large. ſums, and. 
who was, even then, in his debt. But he was as much, 
inflamed with the beauty of this young woman as the. 

| N 5 doctos 
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doctor and the Cady. When he was made ſenſible of 
her errand, he promiſed to make the doctor repay the 
money he borrowed of her huſband, provided ſhe would 
that moment retaliate the obligation in ſuch a manner 
as he ſhould require ; but ſhe was no more diſpoſed to 
_ ſatisfy the governor than the reſt ; ſo returned from him 
very diſconſolate. At this news the old merchant fell 
into deſpair. She comforted him, ſaying, I have 
thought of an expedient how to ſatiate our revenge 
upon the Governor, the Cady, and the 4/fakih ; but 
would not tell him her deſign. However, he conſent- 
ed to leave it to her management. 


AROUYT A then went to a box-maker and bought 
three cheſts, each of which would eafily hold a man, 
and cauſed them to be carried home and put into her 
cloſet. She then dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt attire, 
and went to the Mfakh, ſaying, Signior, I am come 
ance again to deſire you to pay my huſband the money 
you borrowed of him. If you do it for love of me, 
depend upon my gratitude. Fair lady, rejoins «the 
door, you ſhall have 2000 ſequins on the condition 
I promiſed them. Bring the money then ſaid ſhe to 
my houſe this night exactly at ten o'clock, and I will 
introduce you to my apartment. The doctor was over- 
joyed at this aſſignation, and embraced her. Then 
the went to act the ſame part with the Caay ; and ſaid 
to him, I have not had a mement's reſt ſince I left you. 
I remembered it was my fault that I had you not for 
a lover. I now repent of my obſtinacy. - At theſe 
words the Cady was tranſported, and ſaid, Where 
fall we meet. Come to my houſe, replied ſhe, at 

eleven 


A. Xn 5 F r —_ a; cas Ee 


Perſian 1 A114 278 


eleven in the evening, alone. Fear not any diſturb- 
ance from my huſband, he is old, and worn out with 
infirmities. . 
time appointed. 


Nonopy now remained but the governor, whom 
ſhe determined to catch in the ſame trap. She had the 
addreſs to make him believe all ſhe faid, and it was at 
length agreed that he ſhould come at midnight. This 
done, ſhe ordered an apartment to be put in nice order, 
and ſpread a table with fruits and ſweetmeats to treat 
her lovers. The firſt that came was the doctor, whom 
an old ſlave conducted to her miſtreſs. As ſoon as he 
looked at her, he cried out, O thou Phanix of the 
age ! and threw a purſe, in which were z000 fequins, 
on the table. She then taking him by the hand, ſmil- 
ing, deſired him to fit down on a ſofa; then calling 
her old ſlave, bid her help to undreſs her lover. She 
pulled off his cloaths, left him in his velit, and bare 
headed. In the midſt of his joy a great noiſe was 
heard in the houſe. She bid Dalla, the old ſlave, go 
and ſee what was the matter, who ſoon returned full 
of grief, faying, Ah madam, we are undone ! your 
brother is juſt come. Ah me! ſays the miſtreſs, How 


mall I hide my ſhame ? Why are you to ditquieted, 
replies the old ſlave ; Put the doctor into one of the 


cheſts your huſband bought to carry goods in to Cairs. 
The doctor approved her advice, and Aroma locked 
him up, ſaying, We ſhall ſpend the night more agree- 
ably together for this ſhort interruption. He full ot 
the ſweet deluſion, lay comfortably in the _ not 
doubting the lady's ſincerity. 
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Ar eleven o'clock they again heard a great knock - 
ing at the door. Dalla ran, and aſk'd who was there? 
The Cady replied, ſpeak ſoftly, for fear of waking 
Banuu. My miſtreſs, replied ſhe, has a love for you, 
and ordered me to introduce you into her apartment. 
The judge was all on fire at this promiſing proſpeR. 
The old ſlave led him to her miſtreſs. Oh ! my queen, 
ſays he, there is no happineſs comparable to mine: 1 
am no longer my own maſter. I cannot, replied ſhe, 
delay your paſſion. Undreſs yourſelf this moment. 
Get into that bed, while- my huſband is laid aſleep. 
II return inſtantly. Aronya came back in a fright, 
and fell a weeping; playing her part ſo artfully, that 
the Cady really believed her huſband was. coming. I 
am not in the leaſt afraid of his menaces, rejoins the 
judge. You are ſafe from all chaſtiſement, while under 
my protection. I know that, faid ſhe, but pleaſe, fir, 
to conſider, I ſhall hereby loſe my character, who am 
looked upon as a pattern for all diſcreet wives. At 
theſe words ſhe burſt out into tears. 


Write ſhe was thus bemoaning her hard fate, 
Dalla entered, and ſaid, I have juſt thought of a way 


to eaſe you of your pain. What's that ſays the Cady ? 


You, my lord, replied ſhe, need only put yourſelf into 
a cheſt that is in my lady's cloſet. I'm very ſure my 
raſter will not look for you there. With all my heart, 
ſays the judge, if your lady thinks proper. She ap- 
proved of the thought, and locked him up, promiſing 
to ſet him at liberty as ſoon as her huſband and rela- 
tions had viſited her apartment. 
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Tun now only remained the governor to be 
trapanned. He came at midnight, and Dalla intro- 
duced him as ſhe had the others. Arouya received him 
in the ſame manner. Soon after a great knocking was 
heard at the door. The old flave came running into 
the chamber in great confuſion, crying out, Here is 
the Cady. He is juſt gone into your huſband's apart- 
ment. JAroxya bid her liſten to what he ſaid, and 
bring her an account of it. She returned ſometime 
after, and declared from what ſhe could learn, that the 
judge came to examine her, in the preſence of the 
doctor who accompanied him, about the 1000 ſequins. 
Hereupon ſhe. fell a crying, and added, I beſeech you, 
my lord, to hide yourſelf. I conjure you to prevent 
my ſhame. Go into my cloſet, and ſuffer me to lock 
you up in a cheſt for a moment. So the governor was 
trapped. Then Areuya locking the cloſet door, went 
to inform her huſband what ſhe had done. This made 
them both merry; but how, ſays Banca do you think. 
to get off this adventure. Yau ſhall know to-morrow, 


replies ſhe. 


Tu next day ſhe came to my palace, and into 
the hall where I was giving audience to the people. 


I took notice of her noble air and beauty, and bid her 


draw near me. She puſhed thro' the croud, and fell 
at my feet. Riſe, ſaid I, and tell me your buſineſe. 
She replied, Oh. mighty monarch! I am the wife of 
Banou, a merchant, who has the honour of being one 
of your majeſty's ſubjects, and lives in this capital. 
Then related to me the doctor's knavery ; the Cagy's 

injuſtice, 
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injuſtice, and the governor's propoſal to ſeduce her. I 
thought it a tory invented to do them ill offices with 
me, and. not willing to believe her, ſaid in ſurprize, 
Where are your witneſſes ? At home, fir, replied the, 
if you pleafe to ſend for them, you will. not ſuſpect 
my veracity. 


I 111048DIAT9LY difpatched a party of my guards 
to Banox's houſe, and he delivered to them the three 
cheſts, which they brought into the hall. Here fir, 
ſays Arosa, are my evidences ; then pulling three 
keys out of her pocket, opened them, and produced. 
her three lovers almoſt naked in open court. All the 
ſpectators burſt into laughter, nor could I refrain; but 
foon reſuming an air of gravity ; I firſt reprimanded 
them; then condemned the doctor to pay Banou 4000 
ſequins of gold, and turned the Cady and Governor 
ut of their places. After this I bid the young woman 
lift up her veil. The emotion ſhe was in on account 
of being expoſed to the whole court added to her 
charms, and I never ſaw any thing more beautiful. 
J was ſtruck with amazement, and cried out, in a. 
kind of tranſport, Thy three lovers are not ſo blame- 
able as I imagined. The hall reſounded with her 
praiſes, and every one thought Banou, notwithſtanding 
his circumſtances, the happieſt man living. 


In ſhort, her image was always before me; not a 
moment paſſed in which ſhe was abſent from my 


thoughts. Finding I could have no peace of mind | 


without her, I fent for Banou, and told him I was 


him 


paſſionately in love with his wife; that I would load 
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him with riches, and give him the faireſt ſlave in my 
ſeraglio, if he would make a ſacrifice of his wife to 
me. Great monarch, replied he, Wealth is no temp- 
tation to me, if I muſt purchaſe it with the lofs of 
Arouya ! Yet ſuch is my love for her, that I will prefer 
her happineſs to my own. I will'give her an account 
of our converfation, and if ſhe approves of your ma- | 
jeſty's offers, I will inſtantly put her away. 1 


BANOU was as good as his word; but the burſt 
into tears, and replied, Can you imagine that I am 
charmed with the love of a king ? No, no, I had ra- 
ther live with thee in a Cottage, than with the greateft 
prince in a palace. What ſhall we do then, ſays the 
huſband ? How ſhall I defend you againft fo formid- 
able a rival] Inſtead of returning to the king, replies 
Arouya, let us take what money we have, with the beſt 
of our goods, and leave Damaſcus as ſoon as poſlible, 
They left the city that very evening, and made the 
road for Cairo, as Dalla, who refufed to-go with them, 
afterwards informed me, Her beauty and virtue are 
ſo fixed in my heart, that for above 20 years paſt I. 
have been inſenſible to the charms of women. 


BEDREDDIN had ſcarcely finiſhed his ſtory, when 
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they were diverted with the fight of a number of camels 

and horſes grazing in a meadow. They made towards 
A them, and perceiving a magnificent tent, in which were 
y men eating and carouzing, they obſcrved among them | 
2 one taller than the reſt, very richly attired. He ſat | 
= croſs-legged on a floor- cloth of fine tapeſtry, and had | 
EY ſeveral golden diſhes before him full of various kinds 
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of meat. He was a venerable perſon, about 30 years 
of age, attended by 20 or 30 officers ; one of whom, 
ſpying the king of Damaſcus and his companions, came 
up, aſked who we were, and whither bound? The 
king anſwer d, we are three jewellers, who come from 
the court of Circaffia, and are going to Bagdad. Pray 
tell us who your maſter is? My lord, replied the offi- 
cer, he is called Aboulfouaris, or, The Great Voyager, 
and values himſelf for his magnanimity. He com- 
monly reſides at Baſra, where he has built a marble 
palace. This ſaid, the officer returned to his matter, 
who no ſooner ſaw the three ſtrangers, than he roſe 
and went to receive them, He introduced them. into 
his tent, and defired them to fit down, and eat and 
drink with him. The entertainment being over, Mou 
fouaris's ſlaves loaded the camels, folded up his tents, 
and proceeded on his journey, we three accompanying 
him. On the road, he inſenſibly conceived a friend- 
ſhip for us his fellow-travellers. We got him into a 
vein of talking, and he told us his adventures, which 
are ſo extraordinary, that no one would believe them, 
was he not remarkably known to be a hater of lies. 


C EEE 


The Adventures of ABOULFOUARIS, /ur- 
named, THE GREAT VOYAGER. 


Vorace I. 


Y father was a mcrchant of Baſra, who carried 

on a great trade to the coaſt of India, and took 

me, ere I was 12 years old, along with him. In leſs 
than 


ZIA 
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than 10 years after, I became the richeſt merchant in 
that city. One day he faid to me, Son, I have an 
accompt to ſettle with one of my correſpondents at 
Serendib, and intend to ſend you thither. I was un- 
willing to part from him; but at the ſame time had a' 
defire to ſee that city and iſland. We had the good 
fortune to arrive there ſafe ; here I firſt enquired out 
my father's factor. He was well known in the city, 
and one of the wealthieſt merchants in the iſland. He 
received me with great reſpect, and took me to his 
houſe. He was an honeſt man, and I finiſhed my 
buſineſs in leſs than fix weeks; then prepared to ſet 
ſail wich the firſt fair wind. As I was coming home, 
the very evening before I deſigned to embark, a lady 
richly dreſſed, and well ſhaped, paſſed by, attended 
by a flave, who carried her luggage. I was ſtruck 
with her princely air and mein, and eried out in tranſ- 
port, What lovely creature is this ! She heard, turned 
about, and looked at me; but remained ſilent. I was 
afraid I had offended her, and began to feel what I 
never felt beſore; when the ſlave came up to me, and 
r . 
miſtreſss apartment. 


Tuo' I was to embark the next morning, I fol- 
lowed him, leaving every thing to the venture. He 
led me thro” ſeveral narrow ftreets to a palace, and 
carried me into a ſpacious room, magnificently fur- 
niſhed, where he deſired me to ſtay till he came. While 
my thoughts were full of the lady, there came in fe- 
veral others, all exceeding beautiful ; but not one like 
her whom I expected. At laſt ſhe enter'd unveil'd ; 

came 
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came forward, and ſeated herſelf by me on a ſofz. 
Her women ranged themſelves on both fides. Come 
hither, young man, ſays ſhe, I muſt let you know, my 
ſtars incline me to do you a favour, if you devote your 
heart to me ſincerely : A favour I never yet granted. 


ProsTRATING myſelf at her feet, I cried, Ah 


ſultana ! to what high dignity do you defign to advance 
a ſtranger ? Tell me, replies ſhe, of what country you 
are ? Of what quality, and what brought you hither ? 
I readily ſatisfied her curioſity, and added, that I de- 
ſigned to return home on the morrow ; and :!:o' there 
were objects enough in this fine city to captivate the 
eyes of a ſtranger, nothing but her beauty was ca- 
pable of detaining me. Then, replied ſhe ſmiling, you 
now will not depart ſo haſtily, After this treatment, 
madam, ſaid I, how ſhould I have any will but your's. 


and I repent not of my choice. She then did me fit 
down by her on a ſofa, and told me her name was 
Canzade, the only daughter of the king of Serendid's 
grand viſter; that by the death of her father ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of 'an immenſe treaſure, which it would be my 
fault not to divide with her. 


Wurz we were engaged in this diſcourſe, tables 
were ſpread with variety of diſhes, and delicate wines 
were preſented. During the collation, ſhe entertained 
me with gaiety and wit. She often drank a little to 
me, while I greedily ſucked in the poiſon of love. Sup- 
per being over, the ladies women entertained us with 
ſongs and muſick. When they had done, ſhe called 

for 


Such ſentiments, rejoins ſhe, muſt endear you to me, 


F gere ss 
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for a cup of wine, and looking upon me with tender- 
neſs, ſung herſelf to the following purpoſe : © Mie, 


« by its ſoft heat, diſpoſes the heart f a lady to mingls- 
% flames with ber lover.” 


Wrnzx 1 was about to depart, ſhe cried, with an air 
of aſſtiction, Will you leave me? I then told her how 
civilly I had been uſed by Habib my father's factor; 
that it would be cruel not to eaſe his pain for my ſtay- 
ing out all night; but that I would return in leſs than 
an hour. She fearing my wiſe hoſt, ſhould detain me, 
would oniy ſuffer me to write to him what ſhe diftated ; 
which was as follows: An affair of importance 
« obliges me to put off my departure, and will detain 
« me for ſome days. GGG 
* me.” Ee. 


Wurn ſhe had ſhewn me all over the palace, and 
it was time to go to reſt, ſlaves were order'd to put me 
to bed. I knew not what to think of this affair, but 
was divided between hope and fear, and could get little 
ſleep all night. When the ſun aroſe, the rich furni- 
ture 'of the room dazzled my eyes. I got up. The 
ſaves hearing me, enter'd with fplendid apparel. I 
choſe a robe of green filk embroider'd with gold. I 
was ſcarce dreſſed, when Canzade came in, and en- 
quired how I ſlept? I told her that I had ſpent the 
night in fach a manner, as became an impatient lover- 
She replied, I will be aſſured of your fincerity before I 
engage in a treaty on which my happineſs or mifery 
depends. I ſtaid with her eight ps I OO 
like a king. 

ONE 


284 Perfan T A L E S. 


Ons day, as we walked in the garden, Aboulfouariz, 
ſays ſhe, I flatter myſelf you love me. Give me your 
heart with your hand, and let us be joined together in 
wedlock. This ſpeech of her's put me into great diſ- 
order. I knew ſhe was of the ſect of the Guebres, 
and I a Mahometan. The lady gueſſed the cauſe 
of my confuſion by my looks, and ſaid, I rather ex- 
pected tranſports of joy, than this ſhocking conſter- 
nation. TI replied, my fair one, there is an unſur- 
mountable obſtacle, which prevents my happineſs. My 
religion forbids me to marry a woman who ts not of 
the faith of Mahomet. I expect then, rejoins ſhe, that 
you worſhip the ſun and the fire ; that you abjure your 
own tenets, and profeſs mine. My filence gave her 
freſh provocation. She wept bitterly, and loaded me 
with reproaches. At length ſhe grew more moderate, 
and ſaid, I hope your mind will alter. I give you 
eight days to confider of it; and if you do not then 


comply with my deſire, expect * higheſt reſentment | 


n 


* oth . 
fate. I had juſt dreſſed myſelf, when fix of Canrzade's 
ſlaves conducted a band of. ſtrangers into my room, the 
chief of whom bid me follow him. I aſked, whither 
I was to go; one of them anſwer d, we are forbidden 
to tell you. They led me to the port, and put me on 
board a ſhip. Here the maſter told me, he was bound 
to Golconda, and that Canzade had given me to him 
for a ſlave, and charged him never ta let me return 
to Baſra. I grieved much for ſeveral days; however, 
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at laſt I reſolved to ſerve my maſter faithfully. He 
was a good man, 'afed me well, rs. e 
more in his favour. 

Aria a 8 8 paſſage we arrived 
at Golconda, in which capital our maſter was received 
like a man loved and reſpected by every body. A 


thouſand careſſes paſſed between him, his wife, amd 


daughter. Then he preſented me to the ladies as a 
ſlave, and defired them to accept of my ſervice. I 
ſoon got into their good graces, and nothing was done 
well but what I did. Dehaouſch's love for me daily 
increaſed, and he made a diſtinction between me and 
the reſt of the ſlaves. Aboulfaouaris, ſaid he, one day, 


for I had told him my name; from the firſt moment I 


ſaw you, I took a fancy to you. You have ſeen my 
daughter ; there is not a handſomer woman in this 
city. I am determined you ſhall marry her, having 
found ſhe likes you. My lord, ſaid I, the honour of 
being your ſon-in-law would be great, if you believed 
in Mabomet; but you are a Gentile. My daughter 
ſhall this moment turn Mahometan, replied he, and fo 
will my wife; I am weary of worſhipping calves and 


-oxen ; it is a ſhocking piece of ſuperſtition. There 
certainly is a ſupreme being. Accept, therefore, my 


propoſal. 


FACRINNISY, tho' very amiable, and a match 

very advantageous to me, was at this time engaged to a 

e Aue, s ſon in the city, who loved her to diſtraction, 

and had often demanded her in marriage; but on oc- 

caſion of a quarrel between the two families ey 
| © 
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often repulſed. Do you Abeulfacuris marry me, ſaid 
ſhe, and the next day put me away in a fit of anger; 
then make choice of my lover for your Hulla. I had 
No inclination to marry her. This indifference aroſe 
from the dear remembrance of Canzade; ſo I told her, 
that ſhe ſhould be ſatisfied ; but added at the ſame time, 
I love my maſter, and he will reproach me with in- 
gratitude. Leave that to me, replicd the, I'll promiſe 
to appeaſe my father's rage. 


I as$UrED her, that I was ready to comply with 
her requeſt. We were married, and a few days after 
I repudiated her. Dahaouſch came to me, and de- 
manded the cauſe. I anſwer'd, fair Facrinzi/e has 
given her heart to another, and I did this to prevent 
my poſſeſſing a woman againſt her will. He laugh'd 
at my delicacy, deſired me to take her again, adding, 
ſhe will love you by degrees. I ſeemingly conſented, 
and went into the town to ſeek for a Hulla. Her fa- 
ther went home better fatisfied, while I was looking 
about for Facrinni/a's lover, who was married to her 


before the Cady. They paſſed that night together, and 


he refuſed to put her away in the morning. I ran and 
told Da hacaſch of it. Let me ſee who he is, ſaid he. 
While we were talking the Nayb enter d, and ſaid, Sig- 
nior Dahaouſch, the Hulla your ſon-in-law, is the heir of 
merchant Amer, and defires you my patron to agree to 
the match; adding, I will make matters up between you 
and his friends foon. Hereupon a good underſtanding 
was again cultivated between the two families. The 
merxieſt ing of all was, my patron pitied me, and 
gave me 4 ſum of money, with my liberty. 


Tur 
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Tus ſame day I embarked in a veſſel bound for 
Surat, in hopes to find there another to convey me to 
Baſra ; but being too much taken up with the curioſi- 
ties in that city, one day as I was diverting myſelf in 
the gardens, an elderly man entered into diſcourſe 
with me. He ſaid he was a Gentile, had a ſhip of his 
own, and was wont every year to make a voyage. 
I told him my adventures, and put my truſt in him. 
He ſeemed troubled, ſaying, I am naturally tender- 
hearted. I am old, rich, and have no children; then 
embraced me tenderly. In ſhort, the reſult of our 
converſation was, that I ſhould go home with him. 
The porter let us in, after which the old man made 
ane bathe with him ; then we ſat down, and eat and 
drank ſo plentifully, that my hoſt got very merry, and 
told ms he had a ſecret to impart, as a proof of his 
affection to me. In 15, days, ſays he, I ſhall fail from 
Saouala, to an iſland where are found very valuable 
pearls, and which I viſit once a year. You ſhall go 
with me. My late captain, whoſe favourite I was, 
having diſcovered theſe treaſures to me before ; I pro- 
miſed to go with him, provided he would contrive to 
convey a letter from me to my father, to let him know 
I was at Surat. 


Derzoixe upon Hyſcum's care, for that was his 
name, I willingly embarked, and at the end of three 
weeks we made a little deſolate iſland, where we caſt 
anchor. Hy/oum commanded all the ſeamen to remain 
on board, and only took me on ſhore with him. We 
had each in our hands a lighted torch to keep off the 

wild 
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wild beaſts, and proceeded in ſearch of the pits. We 
found one very deep, at the foot of a mountain, in 
the middle of the iſland. He let me down into it 
by a rope, where I found pearls of an extraordinary ſize 
and beauty. I filled ſeveral bags with them, which 
he drew up, and when he had got as many as he could 
carry, he cried out to me, Farewell young man ! I 
every year bring a muſſulman like thee to ſacrifice in 
theſe pits. Ah ! wretched 4boulfacuris, cried I, when 
will thy misfortunes end ? But it was my credulity 
which occaſioned it, and it was not in my power to 
eſcape what I was predeſtinated to ſuffer, - I examined 
the bottom of the pit, which was of vaſt extent; I 
advanced boldly to an opening, where -I thought I 
heard the fall of waters from the fea, which broke 
into this pit by ſubterraneous caverns. I threw myſelf 
into the waters, being almoſt ſuffocated before I was 
conveyed to the ſhore, and left near a crevice of 
the mountain. Here I recovered my ſenſes, and re- 
turned thanks to heaven for my deliverance ; then roſe 
and went round the iſland ; at length fpied a great 
ſhip failing near. I made a fignal, and the boat was 
ordered out to take 'me. in. You may gueſs at my 
tranſport, when I here found that the captain of the 
veſſel was a particular friend and acquaintance of my 
father's. I told him my adventure ; and all the crew 
agreed to land in the iſland. We did ſo, went down 
into the pits. by turns, and brought up abundance of 
fine pearls ; aer eee eee to 
ſell our calicoes and buy cinnamon. 


Tas weather proved favourable to us for ſome 
time, 
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time. At laſt a violent ſtorm aroſe, which drove us 
out of our courſe for fix days. On the 8th we ſaw a 
mountain of vaſt extent, and very high, whoſe ſides 
looked like glaſs. Upon this an old ſeaman cried out, 
We are loſt. We are held here by a charm, and 
cannot keep off the ſhore. The whole crew was ſtruck 
with horror. For my own part, ſaid I, I am not at 
all frighted. Let you and I, captain, endeavour to 
aſcend the mountain, and there ſeek out a remedy for 
our misfortunes. We went on ſhore, but it was with 
great difficulty we reached the top of it. 


Here to our great aſtoniſhment, we ſaw a mag- 
nificent dome, on the top of which was a pillar of 
ſte:1 fix cubits high. At the foot of it was faſtened, 
with chains of gold, a little drum, round which were 
written in, in gold letters, © If any ſhip is ſo unfor- 
„ tunate as to come near this mountain, it can never 
get off, till one of the ſhip's company ſtrike this 
« drum three times with the flick. At the firſt ſtroke 
« it will get off a little way: at the ſecond it will loſe 
« fight of the mountain : at the third it may go where 
« it will; but the man who ftrikes it muſt ſtay here, 
« and let the others depart.” 


Wurx we had read the inſcription, we went back 
to the ſhip, but not a ſoul on board would ſacrifice 
himſelf for the reſt. I offered to ſtay, on condition 
the captain would go directly to Baſra, give my father 
the pearls that belonged to me, and inform him what 
was become of me. They all ſwore to do as I requir- 
ed, then put me on ſhore. I climbed up the mountain, 
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ſtruck the drum, and the ſhip got off. I advanced 
forwards on the top of the mountain, which was about 
a league over. In leſs than an hour I ſpied a decrepit 
old man, fitting on a ſtone at the door of a hut. I 
prayed him to tell me why a ſhip within ſuch a diſtance 
of the mountain was attracted to it? He told me they 
were attracted towards the mountain by the currents; 
but if I wanted to know the meaning of the drum, 1 
muſt go to his brother, that was much older than he, 
who perhaps would give me ſome infight into the mat- 
ter. His brother could not tell me, but ſaid, My eldeſt 
brother, who lives but a few paces off, will inform 
you who is the author of the Ta/i/man on the moun- 
tain. I went on, and aſked the third old man about 
it, whom I thought the youngeſt. He ſaid, we are 
called the three brothers of the mountain ; I am 100 
years old, but my never having either wife or children, 
occaſions me to look younger than the other two. 
As for the Taliſman, continued he, all I know of it is, 
that I was told when a boy, it was compoſed by an 
Indian cabbaliſt. I then enquired how far I was off 
from any part of the iſland that was inhabited, He 
anſwered, Kcep to the path on the right hand, it will 
lead you to a good city, where there is a very fine port. 


I THANKED him for his information, and by his 
direction came to a very large city, where trade ſeemed 
to flouriſh, and ſaw a great number of ſhips in the 
port. While I ſtood ſurveying them, I was accoſted 
by Habib, my father's tutor at Serendib. Who could 
have thcught, ſaid I. that we ſhould have ever met 
again! I then told him my adventure with Canzade. 
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He told me he was bound to Serendib, and in twenty- 
four hours would make the beſt of his way thither. 
Aſter an ill paſſage, we at laſt arrived at the deſired 
port ; where I one morning went out to enquire in 
what condition Canzade was; reſolving, if poſſible, to 
ſee her. 1 did not go far before I met with one of her 
ſlaves, who by her order, was ſent for the captain 
to whom I was delivered. He ſtopped me, ſaying, 
he was not pleaſed with that commiſtion ; and hoped, 
I was of the like opinion, I am, ſaid I; giving him 
a ring. My lord, replied the ſlave, Canzade's affairs 
are much altered within theſe two months. The king 
obliged her to marry an old lord of the court, who 
was in love with her. Seeing me concerned at this 
news, he added, It was your own fault ; Why did not 
you renounce your prophet ? I do not know continued 
he, whether it may be proper to tell my miſtreſs that 
you are in town ; but as your grief is ſuch, I will 
not deprive you of all conſolation ; one of her women 
ſhall tell her of it; let her alſo know at the ſame 
time, the thoughts of loſing her diſtracts you; and 
that you heartily lament her being joined to a man 


ſhe cannot love. I agreed, and he ſwore he would 
do as I delired, 


A FULL month paſſed, without hearing a word 
from Canzade, which made me imagine I ſhould hear 
from her no more. I his reflection cauſed me to retire 
to a country teat Habib had about four leagues from 
the city. Here I ſpent my time in viewing the coun- 
try; and one day walking by a river fide, I came near 
a magnificent pagod, where the 15 iains of mortality 
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are burnt, and the wives ſacrifice themſelves to the 
Manes of their huſbands. I obſerved at a ſmall dif. 
tance, ſeveral gentiles employed in building a kind of 
hut, with combuſtible materials. I went to them and 
aſked what they were doing ? They anſwered, One of 
the chief lords of the court is dead, whoſe body is to 
be burnt in five or fix hours, and his faithful wife is 
to be conſumed in the ſame pile. 


Ar the time appointed for this ſhocking ſpectacle, 
I ſaw ſeveral perſons carried on palaquins, with ſlaves 
marching before them, ſome bearing banners, others 
ſounding trumpets, among whom was the governor of 
Serendib, mounted on an elephant, attended by twelve 
perſons, and fitting under a tent, erected on the back 
of the elephant. About three hours after above 30000 
men, women, and children, aſſembled about the cab- 
bin. I juſtled thro” the crowd, and ſaw about a ſcore 
of prieſts, who fell on their knees before the victim 
appeared, 


Wurn it began to be dark Canzade approached, 
mounted on a white palfrey, attended by twelve women 
on horſeback, with gold rings and bracelets. They 
had pearl necklaces, diamond ear-rings, and on their 
heads crowns of gold. Her huſband's corps was brought 
to the fide of a rivulet that ran near the pile. Here 
ſhe waſhed it all over, then delivered it to the prieſts, 
who laid it on a heap of ſtraw mixed with ſulphur, 
She then walked round it, waſhed her face and hands, 
embraced her women, gave them their liberty, and 
prepared for the ſacrifice with great intrepidity. I 
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drew near the pile, and when ſhe lifted up the filver 
plate which covered her face ; how was I ſurprized to 
ſee it was Canzade. Great God! ſaid I, can I bear 
this ſight! I ſaw her delivered into the hands of the 
prieſts, and led by them into the cabbin, who exhorted 
her to behave ſo as to merit future happineſs. She 
lighted a torch to ſet fire to the pile, and I, over- 
whelmed with grief inexpreſſible, returned to Habid's 
country ſeat ; to which he came that evening. 


H demanded the cauſe of my melancholy. I am 
ſurprized, replied he, that this lady ſhould periſh for 
the ſake of an old lord whom ſhe did not love, when 
ſhe is not compelled to make him that ſacrifice. The 
governor, by his majeſty's orders, always examines 
thoſe widows who demand to be burned. He endea- 
vours to diſſuade them from it, and will never allow 
them to die, but on account of their own obſtinacy ; 
and few ſacrifice themſelves, but ſuch as are perſuaded 
their voluntary death will procure eternal happineſs. 
So that Canzade, to have a ſtatue erected to her me- 


mory in the pagod, has been goaded on to ſuffer death 
without terror. 


Wält my hoſt was talking to me in this manner, 
and ufing all poſſible means to divert me, a ſlave 
came into his houſe, and enquired for me, I knew 
him to. be the ſame I met on my arrival at Serendib. 
He called me aſide, and ſaid, Signior, my miſtreſs 
valued herſelf upon her heroick virtue, and conſented 
to be made a ſacrifice to a perſon ſhe did not love, 
purely to gain the veneration of the gentiles. I am 
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now the ſlave of another lady as beautiful as Canx ade, 
who loves you more. On hearing you were departing 
for Surat, ſne ſent me to inform you of this advanta- 
geous incident, 


TI am obliged to be ungrateful, ſaid I, for Canzade's 
image is ever before me. I can reliſh no other object. 
I refuſed to ſee her, imagining after this I ſhould never 
more be troubled with the ſlave or his lady: however, 
the former returned the ſame night with a billet ; the 
purport of which was; 


« Your converſation with my ſlave afforded me 
« more joy than grief. It heightens the impatience I 
have to ſee you; and if you are really taken up ſo 
„ much with the thoughts of Canxade, we ſhall both be 
*« ſoon ſatisfied.” 


T ro! I knew not what to think of this, after a ſhort 
pauſe, I determined to follow the ſlave, who conduct- 
ed me to a mean apartment, and bid me ſtay till he 
brought his lady. Imagine my condition, when I 
knew her to be the princeſs Canzade. Aboulfacuarics, 
{aid ſhe, I did not deſign to fright you ; I am in reality 
Rill alive. She then told me how one of the prieſts, 
for a ſum of money, ſaved her from the flames. My 
dear princeſs, replied I, you needed not have dif- 
tembled ſo far; there was no force put upon you. Yes, 
rejoined the lady; I was under a neceſſity to act that 
part, when my deſign was to put you in the place of 
my huſband, and to abjure idolatry. Ah! my queen, 
laid I ; and did you do this for my ſake ? Saying this, 
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I threw myſelf at her feet: You have this moment 
made me the happieſt of mortals. She raiſed me, and 
replied, You have but little reaſon to boaſt of your 
felicity. Canzade is not ſo valuable a prize. She is 
no longer in poſſeſſion of thoſe riches which ſhe of- 
fer'd you with her perſon. The prieſts ſhared a great 
part of them, and the governor made me pay dear for 
leave to burn myſelf. How crucl are you, replied I, 
to imagine that my love was founded upon intereſt ? 
No, no, my charming Canzade, when you expoſed all 
your wealth to my view, I call heaven to witneſs, that 
my whole ſoul was fixed upon your perſon only. 


AFTER this we agreed to embark for Baſra as ſoon 
as poſſible. I took leave of my hoſt, and in the nigh; 
took with me ſome faithful ſlaves, who carried her 
jewels on board a veſſel bound to Sarat. Here we 
met with another about to fail for Baſra; at which 
place we arrived ſafe, after a pleaſant paſſage. My 
father's joy to ſee me was inexpreſſible, and he received 
Canzade very favourably. The next day my father 
and I waited on the Cady with the lady, where ſhe ab- 
jured the idolatry, in which ſhe was educated. He 
then aſked her conſent, and we were married accord- 
ingly. The rejoycings laſted fifteen days. 


NSS 


Continuation of the Adventures of ABO UL-· 
FAOUARIS. 


Voryace II. 


Was now in poſſeſſion of my beloved Canzaxe ; 
we enjoyed the delights of a perfect union, and 
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prayed to heaven for the duration of our happineſs. 


But alas ! our lives are chequer'd with joy and miſery. 


Soon after our marriage my father died, and divided his 
eftate between me and my brother, whoſe name was 
Hour. He laid out all his fortune in the purchaſe of a 
ſhip and merchandize for Ma/abar, His ſhip was caſt 
away; and tho' he ſaved his life, he returned a beggar. 
I ſet him up again, but he met with the ſame fate. 
Hereupon I adviſed him to comfort himſelf for his 
loſſes, and live at eaſe with me. My time was wholly 
employ'd in contriving how to pleaſe Canxade, while 
my brother walked about, and diverted himſelf with 
his friends. We both loved expence, and in a few 
years my income, which was very conſiderable, became 
greatly impaired. I therefore enter'd into partnerſhip 
with a rich merchant, and reſolved to go and trade to 
the kingdom of Golconda. 


Mr partner was a very honeſt man, and we bought 
goods proper for Surat, where we intended to taks | in 
others more ſuitable for our voyage. 


Trex day before my departure, I broke from the 
arms of Canzade, and bid my bother adieu ; adding, I 
leave the charge of my houſe to you, and beſure to 
defend my wife againſt any ill-deſigning Perſons till 
my return. He boaſted much of his honour, and pro- 
miſed fidelity. We ſet fail with a fair wind, and ar- 
rived at Surat, ſold our merchandize, and bought a 
cargo fit for the market of Golconda ; where after ſome 
fatigue we arrived, and diſpoſed of our goods to ad- 
vantage. My partner well-knowing the value of dia- 

monds, 
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monds, we laid out moſt of our ſtock in that commo- 
dity, which he aſſured me would pay us 400 per Cent. 
at Bagdad. After this we embarked for Baſra. 


O our return we met with a ſtorm, which drove us 
on a rock at the point of a deſart iſland, where the 
ſhip and all the crew periſhed, except my partner and 
I, who both leaped into the boat, and rowed to ſhore. 
The very moment we were about to land, a large cro- 
codile ſtruck his tail againſt the boat, and daſhed it in 
pieces ; at the ſame time ſtretching open his jaws, ſeized 
my partner. In the mean time I reached the ſhore, 
and run up into the iſland. I came firſt to a fountain, 
- Whoſe water was as white as milk, and the taſte of it 
more delicious than the beſt ſherbet. I then gather'd 
ſome herbs which grew near, and found them excel. 
' lent food. From this fountain I went to a wood, which 
I enter'd ; and, having gone about zoo paces, came to 
a flowery meadow, which perfumed the air with its 
odours. In the middle of the meadow ftood a very 
high ſpreading tree, under which was a tent of brocade, 
and in that was a man lying upon a couch. Near him 
lay a dragon, holding in his mouth a box of balſam, 
which he frequently put to the old man's noſe. I was 
much terrified at this fight, and ran and hid myſelf in 
the wood, to obſerve what would become of the man. 
J had not waited long, before the dragon flew into the 
air, and was out of fight in a moment. I then 
returned to the tent, where I found a perſon who 
ſeemed to be about 120 years old ; yet living, tho' in 
a ſtate of death. I ſurvey'd him a-while, then took 
up the gold caſket on which he leaned his hand, open- 
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ed it, and took out two tables, on which was written; 
% Ae ſon of Barkia, and grand vifier of Solomon, is 
% the old man that refts in this tent; which he raiſed, 
„and laid himſelf upon this couch, where he died, 
% having wrote theſe words, and put them into this 
% caſket. Let all who enter upon this iſland be of 
„good courage, for they muſt ſoon periſh, if they are 
„% not proof againſt the greateſt dangers. If they fear 
* nothing, let them go to the weſt fide of the iſle. At 
the foot of the mountain they will find an opening: 
„ let them enter it boldly, and go forward till they 
come to a meadow, at which they will be aſtoniſhed. 
*« *Tis by this alone they can obtain their wiſhes. 


Havi read theſe words, I kiſſed the tables, fell 
on my knees, and, lifting my eyes unto heaven, cried 
out, Pity me, O God ! let me not periſh in this diſmal 
place. Then marching on towards the weſt, came to 
the foot of a mountain, where I ſaw an opening. Tho' 
dreadful dark, 1 enter'd it with good courage, and pro- 
ceeded on for 20 hours all on a deſcent: I at laſt be- 
hold the light of day, by which I was led into a 
meadow full of various fragrant flowers, and fine fruit- 
trees. Much fatigued, I lay down on the graſs, and 
fell aſleep. When I awoke, to my great ſurprize, I 
ſaw 10 or 15 black genies about me. 


Ou of them ſaid to me, Son of Aaam, what 
brought thee here; I told them all. And being ſore 
troubled, they conducted me to the king. Oh! Inan, 
ſaid he, what is the cauſe of your ſorrow ? I told him. 
After a ſhort pauſe, he replied : Since you have a wife 
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whom you love, and are thus uneaſy about her, I 
freely give you leave to depart; and, as a mark of my 
affection, will cauſe a genie to tranſport you to Baſra. 
A genie at that time paſſing by in a cloud, he aſked 
whither he was going; to which anſwer was made, I 
am going on a good errand to Baſra. If fo, ſays the 
king's prophet, you muſt then do me a piece of ſer. 
vice. Carry this Muy/ulman to Baſra, and ſet him 
down at his own door, 


In leſs than 12 hours, he tranſported me to my own 
houſe. It was dark when I knocked at the door. A 
ſlave opened it, and, obſerving what a figure I cut, 
refuſed me admittance. I told him I was his maſter. 
Upon this he went and told my wife, who came her- 
ſelf to me, and gave a horrible ſkriek. What is the 
matter, ſaid I ; Is it poſſible for Abou//aouaris to frighten 
Canzade ? Call Hour, continued I, let me ſpeak to my 
brother. He came and ſurvey'd me very ſtrictly, de- 
claring he did not know me. My brother was hand- 
ſome, ſaid he, but you are ugly. I knew I was al- 
ter'd, but was ſurprized that my wife and my brother 
ſhould forget my features. Have not you, ſaid I, know- 
ledge of your once beloved huſband ? When a young 
man coming to me ſaid, I have married Canzade. | 


I LookxtD with indignation upon Hour and my 
wife, and cryed out, What do I hear? Has Canzaat, 
ſaid I, whoſe conſtancy I really thought equal 'to my 
own, married another man? The next day we all four 
went to the Cady. My lord, ſays the young man, I 
was married to Canzade yeſterday; our marriage is not 
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conſummated ; but this man coming laſt night and pre- 
tending to be her former huſband, diſturbs our happineſs. 


Taz Cady knew Aboulfaouaris, and ſaid I was not 
like him; then turning to Canzade, ſaid, What do you 
think of it, fair lady ? If I was to judge by my eye, 
my lord, replied ſhe, it is not he ; but my ear tells me 
his voice is the voice of Aboulfaouaris. Ah! judge of 
the Mu/ſulmen, ſaid I, be careful of deciding this af- 
fair too precipitately. If I am altered, it is by living 
ſo long under ground with the genies. What's that 
you ſay, rejoins the Cady, Can a mortal man live under 
ground? Without doubt, replied I, and if you pleaſe, 
I will give you an account of what has befallen me. 
Here the young man interrupted me, ſaying, He has 
a romantic ſtory ready to deceive you. Hold your 
tongue, ſays the Cady to him; then turning to me, 
ſaid, Speak, I will hear you. 


I roLD him the whole ſtory; after which, he ſaid, 
I muſt own, what this man ſays is not very probable ; 
yet, as the affair before me is of great importance, 
you muſt all four go to Ah, the ſon-in-law of Ma- 
homet, and the great Omar commander of the faith. 
ful, will give a deciſive judgment. We all ſet 
out directly for Medina, and went to Omar's palace, 
who conducted us to the Raouze, where we found 
A at prayers on the prophet's tomb. Aly aſked my 
name, which when he heard, he cried out in a tranſ- 
port, This man is no impoſtor. For Mahomet, my 
. father-in-law, gave me notice that a man called Abou. 

Faouaris would one day come hither, and inform me of 
wonderful 
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wonderful things. The day is come, and I long to 
ſatisfy my curioſity. I then once more related my 
adventures ; with which Omar and 4ly were mightily 
pleaſed. Then Omar diſmiſſed the young man, and 
gave me my Canzade, with 200,000 ſequins of gold, 
100 ſlaves, and 100 camels. 


Taz king of Damaſcus, now fully convinced there 
was no man in the world who had not ſomething to 
trouble him, ſaid, Thoſe are the happy perſons whoſe 
afflictions are moſt ſupportable. 


- - - 


The Hiſtory of Nas1tRaDDOLE, King of 
Mouſel; ABDERRAHMANE, & Merchant 
of Bagdad, and the FAIR ZEINEBĩ. 


AA BDERRAHMANE was a young rich merchant 
of Bagdad, who lived like a perſon of quality, 
All the people of diſtinction in the city were welcome 
to his table, and his bounty was equal to his hoſpita- 
lity. He one day enter'd into a Figuaa ſhop ; and 
ſeeing a genteel ſtranger fitting by himſelf, he ſat down 
at the ſame table. They, from this time, enter'd into 
a ſtrict friendſhip. The ftranger was ſoon obliged to 
go to Mouſe/. I ſhall ſoon be there myſelf, ſays 46- 
derrahmane ; where ſhall I find you ? At the king's 
palace, ſays the ſtranger ; there you will know who I 
am ; and fear not a hearty welcome. 


Soon after the merchant's affairs called him to 
Mouſel. The firſt thing he there ſet about, was to ſeek 
| for 
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' for his friend. He went to the king's palace, and 
view'd every one's face he met, to find the unknown 
man he loved. He at laſt perceived him in the mid- 
dle of a crowd of courtiers, and doubted not but he 
was the ſovereign. The monarch ſoon caſt his eyes 
upon him, and advanced to receive him. The young 
merchant fell at his feet. The king raiſed and em- 
braced him, then led him into his cloſet ; which kind 
reception amazed the whole court, inſomuch as the 


favourite nobles grew jealous of him ; and their jea- 
louſy ſoon turned to hatred. 


THE king careſs'd him in an extraordinary manner, 
and ſaid, he loved him better than any of his courtiers ; 
adding, ſuch is the misfortune of the great, that they 
can never be ſure that the affection of thoſe who pre- 
tend to love them, is ſincere ; but you made me a 
tender of your friendſhip, without the leaſt knowledge 
of me, and I can now boaſt that I have one friend. 
You ſhall reſide in my palace while you ſtay at Mou//. 


THe merchant lived a whole year with Nafiraddele, 
when he received advice, that his affairs at Bagdad re- 
quired his ſpeedy return; to which the king, with ſame 
reluctance, conſented. The merchant came home, 
readily repaired the loſſes he had ſuſtained during his 
abſence, and began to live at a greater expence than 
before. He bought new ſlaves of all nations; among 
the reſt was a female who was born at Circa/fa, about 
18 years old, and one of the moſt perfect creatures 
that ever was ſeen ; her name was Zeineb. Abderrah- 
mane Conceived a violent paſſion for her; and ſhe loved 
him with equal ardour, 
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Waite they were taſting the ſweets of mutual af- 
fection, the king of Monſel arrived at Bagdad, and went 
directly to the young merchant's houſe, ſaying to him, 
I have a mind to ſee the Ca/if*'s court incog. I love 
to mingle among private people, and muſt own the 
time I have ſpent in this manner has been the happieſt 
part of my life. The king boafted that he had in his 
ſeraglio the handſomeſt ſlaves in all the world. The 
merchant's love for Zeineb cauſed him to oppoſe his 
royal gueſt, and to extol the charms of the Circaſſian. 
' You are in love with her, replied the king. This ſaid, 
Abderrahmane whiſper'd an eunuch, and bid him order 
all his women to dreſs themſelves in their richeſt ap- 
parel, and come into the lighteſt room of his palace ; 
then returning, ſaid, My lord, you ſhall be judge if I 
am not right, 


Txt eunuch, who was ſent on this errand, came 
in and told the king and his maſter, they were all to- 
gether ; and not one of them had forgot to ſhew her 
charms. The merchant inſtantly led his majeſty into 
a magnificent apartment, where 30 young and beauti. 
ful women were diverting themſelves, fitting on a ſofa 
of roſe-colour'd filk. On the entrance of their maſter 
and his gueſt, they all roſe from their ſeats. As grand 
a prince as Nafiraddole was, he readily confeſſed he 
had none more beautiful. He then examined them 
one by one; and when Zeineb came before him, he 
ſaid with tranſport, this, I ſuppoſe, is the fair Cir- 
caſſian ! Yes, my lord, ſays I, did you ever ſee any 
thing like her. 

Tas 
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Tus king of Mouſe! making no reply; the mer- 
chant preſumed he had boaſted too much of her beauty, 


THz next morning the young merchant waited on 
him ; when, to his great ſurprize, he found him great- 
ly diſcompoſed. Why, my lord, are you fo penſive, 
ſaid he. Ah ! my friend, replied the king, I will this 
=\oment depart for Mo»/e/, The young merchant 
preſſed him to diſcover the cauſe of his uneaſineſs, and 
at parting the ſecret came out. F will tell you, ſaid 
the king, I adore Zeineb ; I have ſucked in the fatal 
poiſon, which will make my life miſerable. Let not 
your friendſhip upbraid me ; alas !-I ſhall pay for it 
dearly. Having ſaid this, he left the houſe, and took 
the road to Mou/el. 


An wretch that I am ! ſaid Abderrahmane, how im- 
prudent was I to let him have the fight of Zeineb, who 
is a king as ſuperior in virtue as dignity. Shall I ſtrike 
a ſword into his heart ? No, no, my dear prince, I 
will yield her up to you, if I periſh for my gratitude. 
This ſaid, he order'd a litter to be got ready, ſent for 
Zeineb, and told her ſhe wes no more his. The king 
of Myu/e/ my friend, has a violent love for you, and I 
preſent him with your perſon. She burſt into tears, 
crying, Is it poſſible you ſhould forſake me, after ha- 
. ving ſwore ſo often an eternal love. Ah faithleſs ! 
ſome new charmer has taken poſſeſſion of your heart! 
My ſoul melted to hear her. If fo, ſays ſhe, I am of 
all my ſex the moſt miſerable. If your friendſhip is an 
over-match for your love, my love ſhall be an over- 
match 


| 
{ 
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match for your friend, was he greater than Salomon. 


However, the officers put her into a litter with an old 
female ſlave ; and they follow'd the king to Mou/e/. 


Z EINE no ſooner came to the palace, than one 
of her guards informed his majeſty of her arrival. O 
Abderrahmane, cried he, thou art a friend, indeed, who 
preferreſt my happineſs to thy own ! He then ſent the 
chief of his eunuchs to receive her, and gave her one 
of the moſt magnificent apartments in the palace, whi- 
ther he ſoon after came to viſit her ; and obſerved 
her ſorrow. 


. * 
Fa ix lady, ſays he, I find you are more ſenſible 
of the loſs of a man you love, than of the conqueſt of 
a king. My lord, replied Zeineb, I muſt conform my 
ſentiments to the deſtiny which brought me hither ; and 
am proud of being introduced to ſuch a virtuous prince 
as you. TI wiſh I could blot the thoughts of the ingrate 
from my memory. But ah ! I dote on the traitor.. At 
this ſhe broke out into a flood of tears. Ah ! charming 
angel, replied he, deny me not the hope of flattering 
myſelf, that time may alter your preſent reſolution. 


In the mean time 4bderrahmane fell into a deep me- 
lancholy for the loſs of his fair ſlave. He had been 
in this way near three months, when on a ſudden the 
grand viſier ſent his officers to apprehend him, and put 
him into priſon. The keeper of the priſon went in 
the night, and told him, that his ſentence was, to have 
his houſe razed, and himſelf to be beheaded the next 
day. But, my lord, continued he, you have done me 
| ſervice, 
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ſervice, and gratitude obliges me to make you ſome 
acknowledgment. Begone from this priſon, the gates 
are open. I thanked the keeper for his generoſity; 
but at the ſame time added, you hazard your own, to 

ſave my life. However, I went out of priſon to a 
friend's houſe ; the next morning the grand viſier be- 
ing informed of my eſcape, ſent for the keeper: Thou 
villain, ſays he, thou has ſuffered a traitor to eſcape ; 
cauſe him to appear before me in 24 hours, or thou 
ſhalt undergo the puniſhment which for him was in- 
tended. —TI opened the doors, replied the keeper, and 
am ready to expiate my crime by the death you pre- 
paged for the moſt honeſt and innocent man in Bagdad. 
What proof have you of his innocence, ſays the vi- 
fier ? His own word, replied the keeper, and he is 
not capable of ſaying any thing that is falſe. Do you 
know the young merchant's accuſers ? Dread the y- 
| ling of innocent blood ? 


Tasss words, which the keeper pronounced with 
ſome warmth, made the viſier reſolve to ſearch into the 
bottom of this affair ; but as he had order'd the young 
merchant's houſe to be razed, and his effects to be 
confiſcated, the bait was too tempting not to order the 
Cady and his Aſas to make ſtrict ſearch after him, and 
to order the * into tri durance. 


Wues they had made diligent ſearch for about a 
month, to no manner of purpoſe, Abderrahmane deter- 
mined to go to Mouſe/. His danger made him loſe no 
time. When he arrived there, the noiſe of it was ſpread 
| thro' the palace, and reached the king's ear. That 
prince 
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prince immediately whiſper'd his treaſurer to give him 
200 ſequins of gold to trade with; but to charge him 
not to return to the palace till the end of ſix months. 
'The treaſurer executed his commiſſion with honour and 
honeſty. But the young merchant was exceedingly ſur- 
prized, and ſaid, Have I done any thing to offend his 
majeſty ? Do not afflict yourſelf, replies the treaſurer, 
the king loves you, and has his reaſons for what is done 
at this juncture. Act according to his deſire, and you, 
perhaps, will have no cauſe to repent it. I uſed all 
poſſible means to improve this little ſtock; but induſtry 
will not always ſucceed in trade. If fortune is not the 
merchant's friend, all his care will but little avail. 
Notwithſtanding all the pains I took, at the end of fix 
months I wanted 5o ſequins of my principal ſtock. 
With the remainder I went to the treaſurer, and told 
him, I had ſunk one fourth of the principal. The 
treaſurer inſtantly told me out 5o ſequins, and ſaid, Go 
try your fortune once more, and come to me again ſix 
months hence, 


ABDERRAHMANE could not tell what to make 
of this uſage ; but yet reſolved to do as the king had 
order'd. He enter'd a ſecond time into trade, and at 
the fix months end gained 100 ſequins ; then returned 
to the treaſurer, telling him, that he had now better 
luck, having advanced his principal to 300. Well 
then, replied the treaſurer, I will conduct you to the 
king. No ſooner did that prince ſee him, but he roſe 
and embraced him, ſaying, Ah my dear friend, you had 
reaſon to expect a more agreeable reception from me. 
But J heard of your diſgrace, and durſt not take you 
into my palace till the ſtorm was blown over. 

| NASH 
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NASIRADDOLE, hereupon, gave the young 
merchant an apartment in the palace. They ſpent the 
firſt day in mirth and jollity. When night came on, 
the king ſaid, I muſt make you ſome acknowledgment 
for your favour in giving me the young ſlave you loved. 
I pretend to give you her equal, and even her who is 
moſt dear to me; upon condition, that you will marry 
her. My lord, replied the young merchant, I humbly 
thank your majeſty for this kind offer ; but I can love 
no woman but Zeineb, and hope you will lay me un- 
der no conſtraint. As full as your heart is of Zeineb, 
replies the king, I greatly queſtion whether you can 
look on this perſon, and not love her. All I demand 
1s, that you will ſee and talk with her. | 


Wazn Abderrahmane retired to his apartment, the 
Chief of the eunuchs came to him, followed by a lady 
veiled, and withdrew. The young merchant prayed 
her to fit down, and placed himſelf by her, ſaying, 
Fair lady, I am fatisfied, that you are afraid that I am 
ready to accept of the king's generous offer; but be 
under no apprehenfion that I ſhall do you ſo much vio- 
lence. I love him too well to rob him of the object 
which he adores ; and hope you will not be offended. 
At this ſpeech, ſhe burſt out a laughing, lifted up her 
| veil, and he beheld his dear Zeineb. Elated with joy, 
he claſped her in his arms, crying out, Is it you? 
Is it you I ſee? Ah princeſs! Why did you not diſ- 
cover yourſelf on your firſt entrance, when his majeſty 
was ſo good as to reſtore you into my poſſeſſion: my 
dear, replied ſhe, All the arts and pains he took to 


make 
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make me love him proving ineffectual, he detained me 
here only to give me to my beloved. 


Tak waſted that night in mutual expreſſions of 
approaching felicity. In the morning the king came 
to viſit them. They fell at his feet; he raiſed them, 
and ſaid, Happy lovers ! Live here, and taſte the 
bleſſings of futurity. To engage your hearts by ſtricter 
ties, you ſhall this day be married; and I will not 
only aſſign you penſions, but alſo give you 20,000 
acres of land, exempt from all taxes. What added 
to their happineſs was, Abderrabmane the ſame day 
received advice from Bagdad, that one of his accuſers, 
ſtung with remorſe, diſcovered the whole plot to the 
grand viſier, who, on his depoſition, had put his ac- 
complice to death ; pardoned the keeper, and declared 
the young merchant innocent. This intelligence called 
him to Bagdad, where he waited on the viſier, who 
reſtored to him part of his effects, which, he made a 
preſent of to the keeper of the priſon where he was 
firſt confined ; then haſted back to his beloved Zeineb, 
and ſpent the remainder of his days in eaſe and tran. 
quility. 


888588838888888.8..83. 


The Hiſtory of REPHSIMA. 
UKIN, a merchant of Baſa, left off buſineſs 
on a ſudden, and gave himſelf up to devotion. 

He had an only daughter, who was educated in the 
fear of the molt high, and in the practice of all moral 
Virtues. | 

| REPSIM A, 
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REPSIMA, for that was the daughter's name, 
_ tho” exceeding careful to hide herſelf from the fight 
of man, was nevertheleſs found out in her retirement. 
The fame of her virtue drew to her ſeveral lovers, 
who demanded her in marriage. Dakin reflecting upon 
the ſmallneſs of his fortune, was willing ſhe ſhould 
marry ſome rich merchant ; but fearing of doing vio- 
lence to her inclination, would not propoſe to her a 
huſband : ſhe on the other hand determined not to 
abandon her father. 


Ar length Duin died, and after his funeral was 
over, the whole family adviſed her to marry a young 
merchant called Temin; which ſhe did ſoon after. 
She found in him all the good things which had been 
ſaid of him. He loved her paſſionately. But alas ! 
his happineſs was of ſhort duration. Tremble, ye 
mortals, when you are at the height of your wiſhes ! 


Tuk x had not been married twelve months, before 
he was obliged to make a voyage to India. He left 
the care of his affairs to Rewende his brother; and 
charged him to make Rep/ima chearful during his ab- 
ſence. He anſwered, The ties of blood and friend- 
ſnip will not allow me to act otherwiſe. Confiding 
in this promiſe, Temin departed, and raiſed vis ſinking 
ſpirits with the hopes of her ſecurity. But ſoon after 
his embarkation, Ravende fell violently in love with 
bis ſuter. She diſſuaded him from it, and repreſented 
to him the ill conſequences of his amour. Oh! my 


queer, ſaid he, our commerce ſhall be above the reach 
| of 
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of ſcandal. Do not flatter yourſelf, replied ſhe, I 
would rather die in torture, than gratify your brutiſh 
paſſion. Is not my huſband your brother ? 


RAVENDE finding he could not corrupt her, 
meditated revenge; and one night when ſhe was at 
prayers, ſtole to her chamber, with four witneſſes 
whom he had ſuborned, ſaying, Ah ! wretch, have I 
ſurprized thee with a man. Thou makeſt a ſhew of 
virtue, but committeſt the moſt infamous actions. By 
this artifice, his ſiſter-in-law paſſed for an adultereſs. 
Not contented with ſpreading this ſcandalous report, 
he ſummoned her before the Cady, with the four wit- 


neſſes. Rep/ima was, upon their evidence, condemned 
to be buried alive in the highway. 


Tu victim, in purſuance of her ſentence, was 
conducted three leagues from the city, and buried up 
to her neck in the ground. She being left in the road 
in this ſhocking condition, an 4rabian robber paſſed 
by on horſeback. Stranger, cries ſhe, whoever thou 
art, ſave my life, who am unjuſtly buried alive. The 
Arab, tho' a thief, was ſtruck with compaſſion, and 
ſaid, this charitable action may, perhaps, induce the 
molt high to pardon my former villainies. He alight- 
ed, took Repfima out of the grave, and ſet her behind 
him. y lord, cries ſhe, whither are you carrying 


me ? To my wife, replied he, who is the beſt woman 


in the world. 


Tu robber came to the tents, in which lived the 
Arabian plunderers, and delivered the lady to his wife. 
After 
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After Rep/ima had related her ſtory, ſhe was ſenſible 
of her misfortunes, and promiſed to aſſiſt her. My 
good lady, ſays Rep/ima, if I ftay with you, give me 
a corner of your tent, where I may ſpend my time in 
thank*giving to heaven for my deliverance. She in- 
ſtantly aſſign'd me a little room. But alas! my trou- 
bles were not yet at an end. 


Tus negro who drove the cattle to field, and 
looked after the horſes, was ftruck with my beauty ; 
but being repulſed with indignation, reſolved to be re- 
venged on me. There was a child in the cradle, of 
which my deliverer and his wife were very fond. One 
night Calid, that was the negroes name, cut off it's 
head, and laid the ſcimetar, with which he did it, 


under my bed. The next morning, as ſoon as the 


Arab and his wife ſaw the bloody ſpectacle, they tore 
their faces, and threw aſhes over their own heads. 
Calid pretending ignorance, ran in a hurry to aſk the 
reaſon of their ſorrow. They ſhewed him the cradle, 
the blood, and the dead child. He cried out, Oh 


deteſtible murder! adding, but the murderer, methinks, 


may be diſcovered by the tracks of the blood ; which 
they followed to Repfima's room, where the negro pull- 
ed out the bloody ſcimetar. Ah wretch, ſays the Arab 
to me, Why haſt thou ſhed the blood of my only ſon. 


I remained filent. Strike her head of with the ſame 


ſcimetar, ſays the negro. I fell into a flood of tears. 
No, replied the Arab, I will firſt hear what ſhe has 


to offer in her own vindication. His wife, tho' incon- 
folavle for the loſs of her ſon, could not think Rep/ima 


was capable of doing this wickedneſs, They both at 
length 


Fre. he 
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length were of the ſame opinion, and inſtead of taking 
away my life, bid me quit the tent TOTS: as my 
preſence might renew their grief. 


REPSIMA travelled all day, and in the evening 
came to a great city and. port : here ſhe took up her 
lodging at an old woman's, who was highly moved 
with her ftory. The next day the old hoſteſs went 
with her to ſee the publick baths. In the way, they 
ſaw a young man with his hands tied, and a rope 
about his neck, leading to execution. She aſked the 
crime he was guilty of: was anſwer d, he was a debtor, 
and it was the cuſtom of that city to hang thoſe who 
did not pay their creditors. How much does he owe ? 
ſays Rep/ſima. Sixty ſequins, ſays one of the inhabi- 
tants. The creditor was called for, the money paid, 
and the young man was, {et at liberty. Every one 
longed to know who: this ſtranger was. To avoid the 
curioſity of the inhabitants, ſhe left the city; but the 
young man, whom ſhe had ſaved from death, being 
told which way ſhe went, overtook her near a foun- 


tain; and, as a ſpecimen of his gratitude, © offer'd to 
be her ſlave; but ſhe refuſed him. | 


PazeantLyY en e fob 
love; but ſhe flew into a rage, and upbraided him with 
inſolence ; adding, begone, and do not make me re- 
pent of ſaving thy life. He made no anſwer, but pro- 
ceeded on to the ſea-fide, where he ſaw a ſhip's crew 
juſt coming aſhore, belonging to a merchant of Baſra, 
who were bound to Serendib. - He told the captain 
he had a beautiful ſlave to ſell, not far off; and offer d 
her to him for 300 ſequins. As ſoon as the captain 
ſaw her — — 

board; 
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board ; but after ſome days, finding ſhe ſhewed no 
ſigns of love ſor all his favours, he loſt all patience, 
and reſolved to force her into a Complacency. As he 
was going to put this reſolution in practice, a ſtorm 
aroſe, which ſunk the ſhip. Every ſoul periſhed ex- 
cept Repfima and the captain, who were thrown on 
ſhore in two different places. Regſima was driven by 
the waves on the coaſt of a populous iſland, governed 
by a queen. 


Wu nn ſhe landed, a great many of the inhabitants 
toad by the ſea - ſide, who, ſeeing her float upon the 
water, and come on ſhore, thought it miraculous. She 
told them her adventures, and implored them to give 
her a place of refuge. The inhabitants were ſo taken 
with her wit, beauty, and virtue, that they allotted 
her @ place of retirement, which ſhe dedicated to 
prayer ; and, at length, became their oracle. 


Tur queen of the iſland took ſuch a liking to her, 
chat, at her death, ſhe bequeathed to her the crown. The 
people applauded her choice. When ſhe aſcended the 
throne, ſhe applied herſelf to the affairs of govern- 
ment, choſe men of probity for her officers, and took 
care.to do juſtice to all her ſubjects. The more ſhe 
was honour'd by mortals, the more ſhe humbled her- 
ſelf before the Almighty. When-any fick perſon came 
to her, and defizxed her aid, ſhe pray'd for their reco- 
very, and heaven granted her petitions. The inhabi- 
tants could mot withſtand fo many miracles ; therefore 
yenouuced the worſhip of the ſun, and embraced the 
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for the poor, and infirmaries for thei ſick and lame; 


which latter became fo famous, that foreigners fre- 
quently reſorted to them for relief. oe 


One day Repfima being informed that there were 
ſix ſtrangers in a caravanſerail, all diſeaſed, who re- 
queſted to ſpeak. with her; ſhe order'd them to be 
brought before her throne. She was veiled. The 
ſtrangers proſtrated themſelves at the foot of the throne, 
ſhe bid them riſe, and then commanded them to tell 
what they demanded, and from whence they came; 
adding, I can do nothing for you, unleſs you tell me your 
adventures in publick, without omitting the leaſt circum. 
ſtance. Oh princeſs ! ſays one, you ſhall be obey'd. 


T am a merchant of Baſra, called Temin, who married 
a young woman that had not her fellow in the world. 
She was beautiful, genteel, good-natur d, and virtuous. 
Being obliged to make a voyage to Ma, I leſt her 


to her liberty, defiring my brother, 8 | 


man, to manage and aſiff her in my domeſtick. affairs 
When 1 returned, he told me, he was found guilty of 
adultery, and bad been buried alive; and cried to that 
degree, as took. away his eye-fight. I come therefore, 
and. implore your majefty's aſſiſtanee. Daſ thou think, 
replies the queen, that woman, who was buried alive, 
did betray thee ? I cannot believe it, anfwer'd eme, 
when I call to mind her virtue. But alas ! the. blind 
r 
me queſtion her innocence. 


Tarn the queen faid' to him, I * mueh better 
than you, whether your wife was guilty or not. Come 
again to-morrow, and I will ſee if I can recover your 

| P 2 brother. 
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brother. After this one of Temin's company addreſſed 
himſelf to Repfme, ſaying'; I bought a negroe ſlave, 
bred him up from a child, and» he has been afflicted 
with the dead palſy on one fide for ſome years, and I 
have brohght him hither to defire your majeſty's pray- 
ers. The queen knowing the perſon who ſpoke to her 
in the negro's behalf, was the Arab, in whoſe tent ſhe 
lived, and that the black ſlave was the ſame as had 
made an attempt on her virtue, ſaid, I know your 
affair, come to-morrow ; then turning to the third, ſhe 
aſked how he came to be dropfical. Oh great queen ! 
replied he, I know not what to attribute it to, unleſs 
it be a judgment on me, for offering violence to a fair 
flave I bought of à young man fometime ago, near the 
ſea fide. At theſę words the queen looked in his face, 
and perceived him to be the captain to whom ſhe had 
been ſold. And I, ſays another ſtranger, am conti- 
nually haunted with. furies, for ſelling that ſame ſlave 
which you carried aboard. | L owed my life to her, and 
the acknowledgment I made her for it, was to fell her 
tp you for a flaye. Alas! how much greater is my guilt. 


NFP. knew' them all, promiſed to offer up 
her prayers for their recovery, and ordered them to 
come again on the morrow. They all fix returned 
to the caravanſerail ; four of them well ſatisfied, ha- 
r ——— 
have lived under their ations, chan have been obli- 
ged to diſcover their treaſon and eruelty. 


- Howzv-z r,-they all came before her throne the 
next day. Well, ſays the queen, three of you have 
bid nothing from me. Wol be to that man who. 

{ ſpeaks. 
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ſpeaks not the truth. Then the negro flave approach- 
ed her, and forefecing it was vain w tell a bye, con- 
feſſed the whole truth; told what paſſed in the Arab s 
tent, and the murder of the chitd. Vile traytor ! ſays 
his maſter, I will fever thy head from thy body this 
moment. No, replies the queen, you ſhall not take 
away his life. Since he repents of his crime, let us 
pray to the almighty to forgive him. She then fell on 
her knees at the foot of the throne, and immediately 
the dead part of the negro's body recovered its motion. 
The dropſical man, and he that was poſſeſſed with 
evil ſpirits alſo, were both cured, in fight of all her 
courtiers. Oh Revende, cried Temin, it is now thy 
turn to ſpeak. If he mixes the leaſt falſhpod, in re- 
lating his ſtory, adds the queen, his puniſhment is 
ready. Oh great princeſs ! ſays Re vendè, I repent of 
betraying my brother ; and proceeded to make a mo- 
ving confeſſion of his villainy, without the leaſt excuſe. 


TEMIN hereupon fell into a fit, and as ſoon as ke. 
recovered, proſtrated himſelf before the throne, and 
cried out, Oh my princefs ! permit me to carry this 
| perfidious brother of mine back to Baſra. I will lead 
bim to the very ſpot where my dear wife was buried, 

and there ſacrifice him to her Manes. Cure him not, 
his crime is too great to be forgiven. 


Tu queen made no anſwer, weeping all the while 
under her veil ; but at length, having wiped her eyes,. 
thus ſpoke to-Temiz : Oh merchant of Bofre,. I conjure 
thee to mitigate thy rage. for my ſake. Thy brother 
indeed has committed a heinous offence ; but he pub- 
 Uckly confeſſes it, and reproaches himiclf with the 
P 3 _ guilt; 


guilt. Conſider, and as his blood runs in your veins, 
remit bis puniſhment. Temin replied, Your majeſty 
may command me. The merchant had no ſooner told 
the queen he pardoned Rawend?, than ſhe prayed ta 
heaven to reſtore him to ſight; and he that er in- 
ſtant ſaw day. 


Tur whole afſembly praiſed 90 and her majeſty. 
Then ſhe ordered the ſtrangers to retire, and come 
again the next day. They returned at the time ap- 
pointed, when the queen called Temin, and fet him 
in a chair of gold, ſaying, Oh merchant of Bafa! 
thou haſt undergone various afffictions. Thou ſhalt 
marry my faireſt ſlave, and live in my court. At this 
Temin fell*a weeping, and ſaid, I muſt refuſe your 
majefty's propoſal; I can think of no other ſpouſe 
than Ref/ima, and will devote the reſidue of my life 
in mourning over the place where ſhe was buried alive. 
The queen overjoyed to find her huſband ſo faithful; 
lifted up her veil, and Temin knew his Repima. The 
princeſs embraced him, and told her adventures to the 
whole court, which they heard with admiration. 


The Cancer of the Hiſtory of the Princeſs 


of CASMIRE, 


E RE Sutlmen left off telling ſtories, the prince 
Farralroua being taken ill. His father, loving 
him exceedingly, had recourſe to the chief prieſt ot 
the temple. of: Ke/aya, who promiſed to intercede with 


the idol; to reſtore his health. Next morning the 
king waited on the prieſt to be informed if he had 
procured a cue for. his ſon, Yes, fir, replied the 
| _ prieſt; 
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prieſt ; permit me_to accompany you to the palace. 
Having entered the prince's room with a myſterious 
look, he faid a prayer, when Farrukrouz, who had 
been long ſpeechleſs, cried out, I am well 


FARRUKNAZ, his fiſter, aſtoniſhed at this mira- 
cle, reſolved to pay a viſit to the high- prieſt, but was 
forbid to come into the temple. The princeſs reſented 
this uſage, and complained of it to her father. The 
next morning Togru/bey demanded of the prieft, the 
cauſe of her repulſe. My lord, replied the Dervit, 
the princeſs does not obey the moſt high. She looks 
upon men as her enemies, and is deaf to the dictates 
of nature: but I will do her all the good I can. 


- SomEeTIME after the king went again, when the 
Dervis informed him the great Ke/aya had condeſcend- 
ed to confer with the princeſs. Togru/bey told his 
daughter of it, who went to the temple next day. 
When the high-prieſt entered, he ſaid, Oh Farruknaz ! 
You are under the power of ſatan. I prayed to great 
Keſaya to have compaſhon on you; and he promiſes 
to deliver you from the enemy, on condition you fol- 
low my counſel. To this ſhe agreed. Then, ſays 
the Dervis, you muſt take pity of a young prince who 
languiſhes for you. How can I relieve him, ſaid ſhe, 
if I know not who he is? It is, replied the high-prieſt, 
no leſs a perſon than Farruk/chad, prince of Perfia ; 


and it is written on the table of predeſtination, that- 
you muſt marry him. K2/aya commands it. She ſwore . 


to obey him. Then ſays the high-prieſt you muſt in- 
ſtantly quit your father's court, and go with me and: 
Aulamene this very night. , 


TAE. 
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Tu king agreed. The next morning they arrived 
in a meadow enamelled with fweet-fmelting flowers; at 
the end of which was a garden walled round with white 
marble. They alighted, and fat down on the brink of 
a rvulet ; but obſerved the Derwvi: turn pale on a fud- 
den. The princeſs aſked the cauſe of his diſorder. 
Ah! ſays he, this beautiful place is the habitation of 
the witch Mebrefza. If ſhe ſees us, we periſh. But L 
will gain immortal glory, or die in the attempt. You 
two ſtay here, and, if I come not back. in an hour, be 
aſſured I have failed of fucceſs. This faid, he drew 
his ſabre, and enter'd the magician's garden. | 


ABovurT half'an hour after, he came back to them, 
and ſmiling ſaid, Thanks to the Almighty, Mebrefze 
cannot hurt us. Now, look upon me no longer as the 
chief prieſt of the pagod of Cafmire ; but as the conſi- 
dent of the prince of Perfia, whoſe ſtory and mine 1. 


The Hiſtory of Fa RUKSs HAD and Sy- 
MORGUE. | 

JARRUKSCHAD is the only ſon of the king of 
| Perfia, and an accompliſh'd prince. Some time 
ago he fell. ſick, and was attended by the beſt phyſi- 
cians in Chiras, who all ſaid, the cauſe of his diſtem-- 
per was only known to himſelf. His father not being 
able to get the ſecret from him, ſent for me. Symorgue, 
ſays he, I am very ſure that my ſon hides nothing from 
you. Engage him to let me know. tha cauſe of his illneſs. 

I inSTANTLY went to his apartment. He aſked” 
where- I hid myſelf. I anſwer'd,. [have been a hunt- 
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ing. But, my prince, added I, what is the matter with 
you? Symorgue, replies he, I can keep nothing from 
thee. I longed to tell it thee. It is this. I dreamt 
« I was in a flowery meadow, where Ifaw a fair lady, 
and declared to her my paſſion ; but ſhe flew away 
„ with an air of diſdain, and faid, All men are traitors. 
I alfo ſaw a hind, who had by her efforts releaſed a 
„ ſtag which was caught in a net; but foon after ſhe 
falling into another, he ungratefully abandon'd her.” 


Tus dream, my friend, diſturbs my quiet; and 
tho' I well know reaſon bids me drive ſach phantoms 
out of my mind, yet I keep them in my memory. 
No, my lord, replied I, there may be ſomething ex- 
traordinary in theſe appearances. ' Heaven, perhaps, 
has preſented you with the likeneſs of the princeſs, who 
is to be your wife. Let me go with you round the 
world, my prince, in ſearch of this lovely creature. | 


I TozD the king the cauſe of his diſtemper; and 
let him know it would be neceſſary for him and me to 
travel. His majeſty agreed, and we ſet out from Chi- 
ras with a magnificent retinue. We travelled on to 
the city of Gazrine, where I left my prince, and de- 
parted for the kingdom of Caſmire, to procure him the 
object of his wiſhes. After many days I came into this 
meadow, Pleaſed with the beauty of it, I alighted, 
ſat down, and fell aſleep. When I awoke, I ſaw fix 
white hinds, with blue ſatin houſings on their backs, 
and gold rings on their feet. They came to me, I 
ſtroaked them, and obſerved they wept. Then turn- 
ing my eyes to the palace, I ſaw a beautiful lady, who 
beckon'd me to her. The hinds endeavour d to ſtop 
me from going, by biting the bottom of my * 

6 u 


322 Peſan T A L. E S. 


But my love was too hard for my prudence. I went 
on, and the lady looked more beautiful near, than at 
a diſtance. She led me into a grand apartment, and 
ſat down by me on a ſofa ; then preſenting me with 
fruit, ſaid, © Raſh ſtranger, how dare you approach 
the palace of Mehrefza. Quit the human form this 
«« moment, and take that of a ſtag. Looſe thy ſpeech, 
« but keep thy underſtanding, to make thee ſenſible 
* of thy miſery.” 

I was immediately turned into a ſtag ; a green ſatin 
houfing was put upon my back, and I was led into a 
large park, where there was above 200 more. In this 
fituation I was inceſſantly tormented for Farrub/chad, 
whoſe deſires it was not now in my power to accompliſh. 


Ons day eight or ten ladies came to walk in the 
park ; one more beautiful than the reſt looking on the 
ſtags, ſaid, I heartily pity theſe poor wretches ! What 
an inhuman creature is the priaceſs of Mebre/za. In 
her abſence I am reſolved to do a charitable ation. 
Go mother, added ſhe, bring one of thoſe ſtags to 
me. Her governante conducted me to her miſtreſs, 
who order'd one of her ſlaves to gather a handful of 2 
certain herb, which ſhe bruifed, and gave me, ſaying, 
« Oh young man, reſume thy former ſhape !” Upon 
this I fell at the lady's feet. She aſked my name, 
country, &c, I anſwer'd all her queſtions; after 


which ſhe ſaid, I am the daughter of a prince. My 
name is Ghulzaaze. She, who transformed you, is my 
elder filter. Nobody but I conld have deliver'd you 
out of her hands. I fear her reſentment. However, 
L will help you to make the prince your friend happy; 
but this cannot be dene without your paſing for a Der- 


Vis. 
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vis. Therefore follow my directions. This faid, ſhe 
went to her wardrobe, and brought me the habit of a 
Dervis, a girdle, and a little ivory box filled with oint- 
ment. Take theſe things, continued ſhe, and proceed 
to the city. But before you enter, rub your body with 
the ointment. 'Then tie on your magic girdle, and 
ſay you come in pilgrimage to Ca/mire, to ſee the great 
Keſaya, and they will conduct you to king Togru/bey, 
who will deliver you to the high-prieſt Abran : he will 
lead you to the pagod, whoſe palace is furrounded with 
a deep ditch, which boils without fire. On each fide 
of it is a platform of ſteel plates red hot. Then will 
Ahran fay, Oh phcenix of the age]! how many danger, 
have you paſſed before you could arrive here. K:/aya 
is hid ; men cannot behold him 'You muſt pay your 
adorations here, and then return Mme. 


You muſt reply, I would willingly fee him. The 
high- prieſt will then tell you, that for fo great an ho- 
nour, you muſt croſs the boiling water, and paſs over 
the burning ſteel. The ointment, with which you 
muſt rub- yourſelf, will make the water ſolid, and pre- 
ſerve you from being burnt. When you come to Ke- 
Jaya, you muſt ſerve him a whole day. Then Abran 
will adopt you for his ſon. Stay with him, and while 
he is afleep, rub his body with the white powder I gave 
you, which will immediately kill him, apd the king 
will make you his ſucceſſor. When you are veſted with 
this dignity, go to the prince of Caſmire, who is given 
over by his phyſicians, pray over him, and he ſhall be cu- 
red. No more ; the reſt depends upon your management, 


Tunis, charming princeſs, adds Symorgue, is the ar- 
tifice I uſed to cure you of the ill opinion you had of 


men; 
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men; and to prepare your heart for the moſt lovely 
of all princes. Farrucknaz bluſhed, but forgave his 
impoſture. Then he took Farruknaz by the hand, and 
led her into the palace, the beauty of which cauſed her 
admiration. He then led her into the park, where 
Ghulnaze reſtored above 300 ſtags to their natural form. 


Bur how. was Symorgue and the princeſſes ſurprized 
to find amongſt them the prince Farruck/cthad! My 
dear friend, ſays the prince of Perſia, have I once more 
found you? Yes, my lord, replied Symorgue, it is I; 
and to compleat your happineſs, I bring you the lovely 
princeſs of Ca/mire. This ſaid, he conducted him to 
Farruknaz, whoſe likeneſs ſhe had ſeen in a dream; 
and the prince knew her to be the ſame perſon, whoſe 
image he had in remembrance. 


WuiLE Farrukſchad was expreſſing the joy of his 
ſoul to the princeſs, Ghu/raze reſtored the white hinds 
to their natural ſhape, who all appeared to be amiable 
young ladies. Theſe four then departed to the court of 
Gaznina, where that king married the prince of Perfia to 
the princeſs of Ca/mire, and adopted him for his heir. 
He then gave Symorgue to Ghulnaze. 


Nor long after the old king, died, and named 
Farrukjchad his ſucceſſor. The prince of Perfia aſ- 
cended his throne ; but being defirous to ſee his father, 
returned to Chiras, and left the government of Gaz- 
nina to Symorgue. The king of Perfia dying ſoon after, 


Farrukſchad reigned in his ſtead. AR 
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